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THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Barnett) took
the Chair at 10.45 am.. and read prayers.

BILLS (21: INTRODUCTION AND FIRST
READ!ING

I.- Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger Transport
Trust Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Grill
(Minister for Transport), and read a
first time.

2. Housing Agreement (Commonwealth and
State) Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Wilson
(Minister for Housing) , and read a first
time,

UNLEADED PETROL BILL

Second Reading
MR GRILL (Esperance-Dundas-Minister for

Transport) [ 10.52 a.m.]: 1 move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill arises out of a decision made jointly in
February 198 1, by all State and Territory Govern-
ments and by the Commonwealth Government. to
adopt an unleaded petol policy in Australia.

More specifically, the agreement by Govern-
ments was-

to require passenger ears and their derivatives
(meaning station wagons, panel vans,
utilities, and so on) manufactured after I
January 1986 to be designed to run on
unleaded petrol and to comply with stricter
limits on exhaust emissions; and
to require the availability of unleaded petrol,
of nominally 92 octane, at a significant num-
ber of retail outlets from I July 1985.

The Governments of New South Wales, Victoria,
South Australia, and Western Australia also
expressed the view at that time that Governments
should act to ensure that the price of unleaded
petrol is no greater than that of leaded petrol. In
spite of various changes of Government, those four
States still hold to that view.

Mr Rushton: We opposed it at that time.
Mr Old: And still do.
Mr GRILL: I understood that all States had

agreed to go along with it.
Mr Rushton: No: we were in a minority. We

resisted it.

Mr GRILL: But on that basis, the Opposition
agrees to go ahead with legislation.

Mr Rushton- I think we were caught up in it in
due course.

Mr GRILL: I would be very surprised if that
were not the ease,

Mr Clarke: Kalgoorlie doesn't need unleaded
pet rol, does it'?

Mr Peter Jones: We opposed it.
Mr GRILL: I am not just surprised, I am also

shocked if. w'hat Opposition members are saying is
correct, because I have it on my files in black and
white that they have agreed to go along with legis-
lationi on these lines.

M r Clarke: From whom?

Mr GRILL: It is on the departmental files.

Mr Clarke: You had better get it out.

Mr Rushton: Ultimately we went along with it.
We were caught up because of what has happened
in the Eastern States.

Mr GRILL: The position has now been clarified
and Opposition members have agreed to go along
with this legislation.

Mr Peter Jones: Going back to 1975, when it
was first promoted, we opposed it and I led the
campaign against it, because it was unnecessary
for us.

Mr GRILL: Members opposite seem to be at
odds with each other. My understanding is, in
spite of the Oppositien's initial posture on the sub-
j ect, it agreed to go along with this legislation. If
that is not true, members opposite should let us
know.

Mr Peter Jones: We will tell you in the debate.

Mr GRILL: IF the Opposition does not go along
with it, it is backing off from an agreement which
is in black and white.

The requirements concerning vehicle design will
be handled through the Australian design rule
system. Australian design rule 37, which has been
endorsed by the Australian Transport Advisory
Council of Ministers, contains these requirements,
including the new exhaust emissions limits (which
are similar to those adopted in the USA in 1975).
It also contains a number of detailed points on
labelling of vehicles, petrol filler design, test pro-
cedures, and so on.

Australian design rule 37 will be called up by
the Western Australian vehicle regulations in the
same way as the current emissions design rule and
in the same way as safety-related design rules. To
be registered in this State, vehicles will have to
show, on a compliance plate, that a prototype has
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been certified as being within the requirements of
the design rule.

The Unleaded Petrol Bill addresses the comp-
lementary side of the policy- the availability and
pricing of unleaded petrol.

Before turning to its provisions, however, 1 think
it would be worthwhile to recapitulate on the
reasoning behind the adoption of the unleaded pet-
rol policy. Members may recall that a great deal
of controversy surrounded the decision at the time,
Indeed the previous Government is on record as
having agreed to the policy "with reluctance".

That clearly sets out the position.
Mr Rushton: We were stitched up by the car

manufacturers. If Queensland had not fallen, we
certainly would not have accepted it.

M r G R ILL: I do not mind the Opposition cla ri-
fying its position, as long as it intends to go along
with legislation of this nature, because I under-
stand that has been [he Opposition's position since
1981.

Mir Rushton: As long as you recognise it is with
great reluctance.

Mr GRILL: The unleaded petrol policy is
motivated by two aims. First, it will reduce, and
ultimately eliminate, atmospheric lead pollution
from car exhausts.

Scientific comment on the importance of
atmospheric lead pollution has been contradictory.
But it is beyond doubt chat some athorities re-
gard the lead levels as unacceptably high and,
irrespective of scientific opinion, there is genuine
concern among members of the Australian public
that atmospheric lead pollution is harmful to
health.

In Perth, lead levels in general are Within the
limits specified by the National Health and Medi-
cal Research Council, but there are one or two
non-residential locations where the levels exceed
the recommended limits. Prudence suggests we
should address this problem.

The second motivation for the unleaded petrol
policy is more complex. It concerns the control of
gaseous exhaust pollutants. At present, these pol-
lutants are limited by various measures which con-
strain the combustion process within car engines.
A compromise has to be reached in the design
between the conflicting requirements of engine re-
sponsiveness. fuel efficiency, and exhaust cleanli-
ness. The imposition of stricter limits on exhaust
pollutants would, in many cases, affect this
compromise to a disproportionate extent, leading
especially to poor fuel economy.

But there is an alternative approach. It relies on
the exhaust gases being cleaned after they have

left the engine, using a catalyst device to speed up
the chemical reactions to the necessary extent.
This approach means that the design compromise
can largely ignore exhaust cleanliness. Respon-
siveness and fuel economy can take first place.
Suitable catalyst Materials, however, are de-
stroyed by lead compounds. This system can work
only with unleaded petrol.

Unleaded petrol, therefore, not only results in
reduced lead pollution, but also enables a
potentially more efficient method to be used for
meeting stricter requirements on gaseous exhaust
pollutants.

The use of catalysts will not be mandatory
under the new policy. However, at the limits set
for exhaust pollutants it is likely that Most designs
will opt for this method of pollution control, given
the availability of unleaded petrol.

There is a further technical point to make which
is relevant to the new policy. The purpose of
adding lead compounds to petrol is to increase its
octane rating-its ability not to "knock". The
elimination of lead means either that much more
expensive refining has to take place to achieve the
same octane rating, or a lower octane rating has to
be adopted. The reduced 'anti-knock' property of
the lower octane petrol means that, with some car
models, the new designs willI have to have a lower
compression ratio than the current designs. This
will tend to erode the fuel efficiency improve-
men ts.

At this point let me clarify that there is no
question of cars now on the road having to be
modified or having to use unleaded petrol. The
design requirement, and the requirement to use
unleaded petrol, will apply only to the new-model
cars. Many of the existing-model cars will,
optionally, be able to use unleaded petrol, but
there will be no legal requirement for them to do
SO.

Quite obviously from the foregoing there are
both gains and losses from unleaded petrol in the
areas of Cost and efficiency. The topic is ripe for
contention and there was considerable debate back
in 1981. In that debate, however, three clear
points of agreement emerged-

(I) An Octane rating of nominally 92 for
unleaded petrol is a good compromise
between the conflicting requirements of
refining efficiency and engine efficiency.
This compares with 89 for standard
grade petrol and 97 for super grade pet-
rol. Many cars now on the road will be
able to use 92 Octane petrol.

(2) If a significant reduction in exhaust
emissions is required-anid the Govern-
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merits of New South Wales and Victoria,
particularly, were emphatic on
this-then unleaded petrol technology is,
overall, the most cost effective and ef-
ficient method to adopt, Much of the
contention was over the need for stricter
standards. However, given the insistence
on them in the more populous States,
point (3) was also agreed.

(3) It would be very impractical and costly
for Australia's motor industry to manu-
facture some cars for the use of leaded
petrol and others for the use of unleaded
petrol, especially since cars need to have
the flexibility to travel between States
while complying with the pollution limits
in each State.

It is also worth saying that once the decision was
taken in 1981 to proceed with the unleaded petrol
policy, all parties-including the oil industry, the
motor industry and Govern ments-have taken the
mature view that a positive attitude is needed; that
it would be quite impractical and immensely
costly to try to reverse the decision in midstream;
that the present need is to implement the new
policy as smoothly as possible and gain as many
benefits from it as possible.

Policies of a broadly similar nature have been in
place in the USA, Canada, and Japan for many
years. In European countries, lower levels of sun-
light, which is an important factor in pollution
from vehicle exhausts, have made exhaust
emission control less urgent. Nevertheless,
European countries appear to be aiming at the
adoption of unleaded petrol by 1990.

Western Australia does not have the same ur-
gency over environmental matters as does New
South Wales or Victoria, and this State was there-
fore not at the forefront of requiring the new pol-
icy at the time of the decision in 1981. Neverthe-
less the Government takes a positive attitude
towa rds t he new policy for a nu mber of reason-

(1) The control of exhaust pollutants is
necessary to maintain Perth's clean air,
even though our problems are not as
severe as those of Sydney and
Melbourne.

(2) The unleaded petrol policy is likely to
give overall benefits in fuel economy.
The current emission control devices,
which tend to be wasteful of fuel, will not
be needed on new ears fitted with eata-
lysts-which most of them are expccted
to be.

Mr Rushton: We would not have needed to in-
troduce it until 1995 on an environmental basis.

Mr GRILL: On a strict environmental basis. To
continue-

(3) Unle;%ded petrol is likely to give a re-
duction in car maintenance costs. Lead
compounds and the additives associated
with themn-called lead scaven-
gers-shorten the lives of spark plugs,
exhaust systems. and lubricating oil.

The oil industry is working towards replacing reg-
ular grade leaded petrol with unleaded petrol by
the middle of next year. Super grade leaded petrol
will continue to be on sale for the current model
cars which need it.

This Bill is designed to facilitate the introduc-
tion of unleaded petrol and to provide a frame-
work to ensure its availability.

Cars manufactured to Australian design rule
37, which will need unleaded petrol, may be
launched onto the market any time after July
1985. The major motor shows around September
1985 are likely to see many models launched. All
cars and car derivatives manufactured after I
January 1986 will be dependent on unleaded pei-
rol.

The use of leaded petrol in the new model ve-
hicles, which is known as "misfuellinig', would
have the following undesirable effects-

(I) In vehicles fitted with catalyst devices in
the tailpipe-and most of them will
be-the functioning of the catalyst will
be impaired. If more than one or two
tanks full of leaded petrol are used, this
impairment will be complete and perma-
nent. This will not stop the car running,
but it will cause it to pollute badly-and,
consequently, to be in breach of the ve-
hicle regulations. This will be the case
for the remainder of the life of the ve-
hicle, unless a new catalyst is fitted.
Even where the catalyst damage takes
place in the country-where pollution is
a negligible problem-the vehicle may
subsequently be used in the city. It may
be sold or the owner may be transferred,
for example, and many cars in the
country belong to city-based tourists.
The result of using the wrong fuel in
these cars will be a high level of pollution
in subsequent city use.

(2) Leaded petrol contains both lead com-
pounds and additives called lead scaven-
gers, which are designed to prevent the
excessive build-up of lead. These chemi-
cals are respectively abrasive and acidic.
Their use in a car which has not been
designed to cope with them could result
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in excessive wear and tear. Warranties
are likely to be invalidated by the use of
the wrong fuel.

It is also worth adding that there is absolutely no
compensating advantage to be gained by using
super grade leaded petrol in a car designed for
unleaded petrol. It will offer no benefit of respon-
siveness, power, or fuel economy. It will simply
cause extra wear and tear, together with catalyst
damage.

It is important that unleaded petrol should be
widely available throughout Western Australia for
use in the new cars which will need it. With that in
mind, this Bill basically requires that, after I July
1985, anyone retailing petrol in Western Australia
shall also retail unleaded petrol.

However, we must recognise that some retailers
have only one tank and, in remote areas, even
where multiple tanks are available, the initial
turnover of unleaded petrol may be low. Because
of that there are likely to be some retailers who
would lose significant amounts of money if it were
to be insisted that they carry unleaded petrol from
day one.

To cater for this difficulty, the Bill provides for
exemption from the requirement to carry unleaded
petrol, at ministerial discretion.

Unleaded petrol. will be the growth product. The
Government would like to see it widely available
as soon as possible. The discretionary powers will
be applied only where a convincing case has been
put that a retailer would lose a significant amount
of money, or would be significantly disadvantaged
in some other way, by carrying unleaded petrol
and that no othcr reasonable course is open, but to
allow an exemption. We do not intend to allow
retailers who do carry unleaded petrol to be
disadvantaged by competition from those who do
not.

As a general guideline outside the metropolitan
area the minimum coverage necessary will be such
as to prevent anyone needing unleaded petrol, and
exercising reasonable forethought, being stranded
without the necessary fuel. In practical terms this
means that, at a minimum, there will need to be
unleaded petrol outlets in all major country
centres and, nominally, at a spacing of 300 km in
between.

I think it worth mentioning here that unleaded
petrol should gain a significant share of the petroll
market quickly. First, it can be Used in many of
the cars now on the road-especially those of
Japanese origin, since they run on unleaded petrol
in their home market.

The Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries
has undertaken to provide a list of which eurren'

models will run on the new fuel, Broad estimates
are chat such cars could potentially account for
about 30 per cent of the petrol market although, in
practice, only about half of them-I 5 per cent of
the total market-are likely to use unleaded petrol
initially. This is very much dependent on market-
ing and pricing.

Secondly, statistics show that new cars each use
about twice as much petrol a year as old
ones-they cover correspondingly greater annual
distances. Consequently the new, unleaded petrol
cars will have a significant impact on the petrol
market at an early stage.

Pricing is an important issue for a number of
reasons. 1 mentioned earlier that the Western
Australian Government in 198 1 joined with other
Governments in exprcssing the belief that
unleaded petrol. should be no more expensive than
leaded petrol, I have just mentioned the influence
of pricing in ensuring that unleaded petrol is used
in chose current model cars for which the choice
between the two types of fuel will be optional.

It is important for unleaded petrol to sell for no
more than leaded petrol. in the interests of a
reasonable initial turnover. This will facilitate its
introduction.

Another, very important point is that, were
unleaded petrol more expensive, many owners of
the new model cars would be tempted to use the
wrong fuel, with resultant catalyst damage. There
is evidence that this practice happens to a signifi-
cant degree in the USA where leaded petrol is
typically cheaper at the pump. This is in spite of
the adoption in the USA, as is intended in
Australia, of smaller dispenser nozzles for
unleaded petrol and correspondingly small petrol
filler orifices in cars.

it will be impossible accidentally to fill up a new
model car with leaded petrol using the nozzle size
now in use at petrol stations: this type of nozzle
being retained for leaded petrol. However, it is
quite common in the USA for motorists to misfuel
deliberately using a simple, cheap adaptor be-
tween the wide nozzle and the narrow filler.

Statistics show that about 12 per cent of
American cars designed for use with unleaded pet-
rol are in fact filled with leaded petrol. This has a
disproportionately greater effect on the overall
levels of exhaust pollution. In Japan, there is -no
such misfueling problem and it is believed that the
difficulties in the USA stem from the pricing
practices in that country.

The catalyst damage and subsequent pollution
from misfuelling is something we wish to avoid.
Therefore, the Bill contains a clause directly link-
ing the prices of unleaded petrol and leaded petrol
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at a retail outlet. The clause requires unleaded
petrol to retail for no more than leaded petrol.
Current legislation, which controls maximum re-
tail prices, cannot ensure that the relative price
requirement is met. Discounting of one product
can reverse the relative prices while still
conforming with maximum price levels. With the
relative pricing clause the benefits of discounting
will need to be spread over both products.

Given that unleaded petrol may cost up to Ic
per litre more to manufacture than super grade
leaded petrol, this constraint on pricing has impli-
cations; it suggests that there may be a need to
cross-subsidise unleaded petrol by leaded petrol at
some point along the marketing chain.

Mr Rushton- This is the point to which we
object. It was not necessary, of course.

Mr GRILL. When the member sees the figures
later he will probably go along with the pricing
mechanism we have suggested. It will not mean a
very large increase in the price of petrol.

This means that motorists as a whole will bear
the extra cost of manufacturing unleaded petrol,
through a very modest increase in the price of
petrol. This is reasonable since the unleaded petrol
policy aims to attack the pollution problem caused
by the entire motoring community. The cost of the
policy can therefore equitably be shared by the
whole motoring community. It would niot be
reasonable to expect the users of new cars to bear
all the costs, especially since there is likely to be a
modest increase in the price of these cars and since
they will contribute least to overall exhaust pol-
lution.

The wholesale price of petrol is under the con-
trol of the Commonwealth Government. Rep-
resentations have been made to the Common-
wealth either to manipulate excise duties on the
leaded and unleaded products or to require cross-
subsidisation at the wholesale level.

The Commonwealth Government has yet to an-
nounce its decision on wholesale pricing policy.
There is a possibility, therefore, that cross-subsi-
disation may be required by retailers if the relative
pricing requirement is to be met. Provided that the
level of cross-subsidisation is not great this would
not be an unreasonable requirement. All retailers
would be in a similar position and no additional
constraint would be applied to overall levels of
profit from such a requirement. The intention of
the Government is that maximum prices set for
leaded and unleaded petrol after I July 1985,
under the Petroleum Products Pricing Act 1983,
will normally be identical. Should it eventuate
that wholesale prices differ, the normal procedure
will be to specify the retail maximum relative to

the sales-weighted average wholesale price of the
two products, instead of individual maximums be-
ing set relative to the wholesale prices of individ-
ual products, as now.

However, because of the current lack of cer-
tainty, over wholesale prices and because it is diffi-
cult to predict what the cost implications of low
turnover at some outlets may be. there is a possi-
bility that the relative pricing requirement could
result in an excessive need for cross-subsidisation
in some instances. This could leave some retailers
with very little incentive to promote unleaded pet-
rol and it could be counterproductive to the
smooth introduction of this product. There is also
a danger that, in such circumstances, unfair com-
petition could be experienced by retailers selling
unleaded petrol from retailers who have been
exempted. To cater for such eventualities should
they occur, the Bill allows for exemptions from the
relative price requirement, or for a variation in
that requirement at ministerial discretion.

Because of the importance which the Govern-
ment places on the desirability of the price of
unleaded petrol not exceeding that of leaded pet-
rol. this discretionary power will not be used
lightly. It will need to be demnonstrated that there
is a serious discrepancy between the relative
profitabilities of the two products. Further, it will
need to be shown that, because of competitive
pressures on the price of leaded petrol, Or because
the promotion of unleaded petrol would be
seriously undermined by an inadequate profit per
lire on that product, cross-subsidisation would be
impractical to the extent necessary to maintain
price parity.

The Unleaded Petrol Bill, then, provides for the
supply of unleaded petrol and it contains pro-
visions to control the relative retail prices of
leaded and unleaded petrol. Since practical prob-
lemns may arise, especially during the early stages
of transition, the Bill also provides sonic flexibility
in these areas, at ministerial discretion, so that
problems can be addressed.

As a final point, it is worth remembering that
the introduction of unleaded petrol next July will
mark only the beginning of a period of transition.
At the end of the transition period, unleaded pet-
rol will be the main type of petrol sold. This Bill is
designed to assist during the period of transition.
It is designed to help ensure an adequate avail-
ability of unleaded petrol in the early stages; to
address the problem of relative pricing, with its
implications for misfuelling and for the initial
market share taken by unleaded petrol. It is
designed to ensure the necessary uniformity on
details such as the labelling of bowsers and the
sizes of dispenser nozzles.
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The transitional nature of this proposed Act is
reflected in the final clause of the Bill which re-
quires a review to be made, eight years after
unleaded petrol is introduced, of whether the Act
should continue in operation. This item of legis-
lation is not intended to be ongoing or permanent.
It is intended to assist the implementation in
Western Australia of the unleaded petrol policy
being adopted nationally.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by M r Spriggs.

TRANSPORT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR GRILL (Esperance-Dundas-Minister for
Transport) [ 11.20 am.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

The transport industry is a dynamic force that
must be sufficiently flexible to meet (he
everchanging needs of the world of business and
commerce. It is equally important that the
Government's iransport policy and requirements
are also appropriate to meet the needs of the
State, the transport user, and the industry.

This Bill proposes a number of amendments to
the Transport Act. The major changes are
designed to strengthen or clarify the Com-
missioner of Transport's authority in
administering the State's transport policy, while
others are to accommodate slight changes of ter-
minology, or to close loopholes which have been
discovered and are being exploited by an
increasing number of operators. All of the amend-
ments have the aim" of facilitating the efficient
operation of' the Government's transport policy
and improving transport services generally for the
benefit of users and operators alike.

While I will explain the proposed amendments
in greater detail at a later stage, it is appropriate
that at this time i give a broad outline of the
proposals for the information of members.

One of the more important amendments will
more accurately reflect the commissioner's role in
monitoring and maintaining an overview of
transport services, and ensuring the reasonable
transport needs of users are met. This is in con-
trast to his former prime functions which were of a
regulatory and enforcement nature.

Mr Rushton: That was changed last year when
there was an amendment to this Act.

Mr GRILL: It just says "former", it does not
say when. It was some time in the past: that is all
that means.

Mr Rushton: I thought you were taking a new
initiative.

Mr GRILL: It probably follows on from those
initiatives.

To continue: To date the Act has been restric-
tive in that it permitted the commissioner to call
tenders for road services, but not for other modes
of transport such as air services: nor did it permit
him to call for applications or proposals to operate
services. These restrictions have inhibited the corn-
missioner's actions, and meant that the most effec-
tive methods of implementing new transport ser-
vices are more difficult to employ.

As it stands the principal Act permits the Min-
ister for Transport to grant exemptions from
licensing under the Act, but not to revoke exemp-
tions already made. Likewise the Act limits the
granting of exemptions to classes of vehicles but
not to the purposes for which the vehicle is being
used. The amendments proposed will address and
rectify both anomalies. Further amendments re-
late to the licensing of long distance coaches.

I have had many views expressed to me on the
pros and cons of the method of operation of long
distance coaches. One school of thought favours
the system where relief drivers are stationed at
strategic points along the route, while others
favour a second driver being carried on the bus,
and resting in a curtained-off area in the rear.
Although I do not have strong views favouring one
system over the other I do see that in certain
circumstances it may be advantageous and in the
public interest to require operators to station their
drivers at set points along the route.

Mr Laurance: I seriously doubt that. You said
you don't agree either way, but you lean towards
one. As one who has travelled over long distances,
I do not know that I would agree with your lean-
ing towards the stationing of drivers.

Mr GRILL: You say I lean towards stationed
drivers.

Mr Laurance: You said you don't have any
preference. but if you had to choose you would
lean towards that alternative.

Mr GRILL: I did not say that. I think when the
member looks at the written type he will appreci-
ate that.

Conversely in other circumstances it may be
more realistic to use the two-driver system with
both operators travelling in the coach. It is
proposed that the principal Act be amended to
enable the Commissioner of Transport to con-
dition licences requiring drivers to be stationed
along the route, but that this be a discretionary
power that will be used as appropriate depending
on the circumstances of individual cases.
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For many years farmers have enjoyed exemp-
tions from the licensing provisions of the
Transport Act, but it has been round that some
carriers and others have joined forces in an en-
deavour to thwart the intent of such exemptions.
Amendments are proposed that will close such
loopholes; however. I would stress that such action
will not alter the rights and privileges currently
enjoyed by farmers, including bona fide share
farmers under the present exemptions.

A further amendment proposed will strengthen
the commissioner's powers in improving the gen-
eral level of information he may obtain on the
performance, structure and functioning of the
road transport industry. This will assist in ensur-
ing that users' needs are being met at reasonable
cost, and give the commissioner a more detailed
overview of the operations of the industry.

Another proposal is to amend that section of the
principal Act which relates to the number of hours
an operator may drive a truck. It is designed to
overcome a problem that has recently come to
light, wherein the interpretation of this section by
some employers has been used to deprive drivers of
wages morally due to them. I am sure members
will agree that the present provisions of the Act
werc not designed and should not be used to de-
prive drivers of wages properly due to them. I
would add that this is understood to be the case
with respect to only a very few truck owners but.
nevertheless, requires appropriate action to correct
the situation.

Other proposed amendments include increasing
penalties to more realistic current day values, and
requirements of transport operators to provide cer-
tain statistical and financial details of their oper-
ations.

As I mentioned earlier the proposed amend-
inents in this Bill are designed in the main to
provide for easier implementation of the Govern-
ment's transport policy. Other amendments will
close certain loopholes that are being exploited by
a minority of operators, or clarify certain termin-
ology to make the intent of the principal Act much
clearer.

The purpose of these amendments is to ensure
the State is able to implement its transport policy
in the most efficient and resources-effective man-
ner. with sufficient flexibility to meet the
everchanging demands placed on it. I am sure
members will agree that these are most worth-
while aims.

I would also take this opportunity to advise
members of the Government's proposal to amalga-
mate the functions of the office of the Co-
ordinator General of Transport, and the Transport

Commission. While I will not delve into the
reasons behind this move at this time, suffice it to
say that the newly formed Department of
Transport, which will result from this merger, will
provide a much stronger base for transport
administration and policy development in the
State in future.

A Bill to provide for the proposed amalga
mation will be presented to the House later in this
session. In the interim the Bill now before the
House to amend the Transport Act is considered
necessary to ensure the proper functioning of ac-
tivities that will continue under the new depart-
ment.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Mr PETER JONES: I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I quite
clearly put the question that the Bill be read a
second time. I waited and looked at the Opposition
for someone to rise to adjourn the debate. No-one
did, so I continued with the vote. I do not see that
I can go back on that vote. My problem at the
moment is that some action must be taken now by
the Minister for Transport.

Points of Order
Mr PETER JONES: I accept what you have

said, Mr Deputy Speaker. I was engaged in
writing at the time: I was in error as it was my
responsibility to move that the debate be ad-
journed. I did not hear you put the question. I am
certainly in error. While that which you have just
indicated may be correct I do not feel it should
mean we are now going to move on and have no
second reading debate on a Bill of such import-
ance which has just been introduced by the Minis-
ter for Transport. While I accept that I was in
error, surely there must be some means by which
the second reading debate which this Bill necessi-
tates could still be undertaken,

Mr TONKIN: On the same point of order, I
was amazed that even though you, Mr Deputy
Speaker, waited a long time and members voted,
the member for Narrogin did not move at all until
very late. I am prepared, if it is in order-and I
am not sure of the procedures of the House-to
move that the Bill be recommitted. if such a move
is possible under Standing Orders, to get us back
to the position in which we should have been all
along.

Mr CLARKO: On a further point of order-
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Mr Tonkin: Oh, come on. I am trying to get you
back on the rails.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! In view of
the circumstances, I am prepared to restate the
question. In order to do that I would need the
leave of the House, or someone would need to
move that leave of the House be given to restate
the question.

Leave to Restate Question

Leave granted to restate question, on motion by
M r Tonkin (Leader of the House).

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Peter
Jones.

ROAD TRAFFIC AMENDMENT BILL
Council's Amendnien~s

Amendments made by the Council now con-
side red.

In Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees (rs

Henderson) in the Chair, Mr Carr (Minister for
Police and Emergency Services) in charge of the
Bill

The amendments made by the Council were as
follow s-

No. 1.
Clause 2, page 2, after line 25-insert the

following new subclause:
(AA) in passing from one of the

owner's farms or pastoral holdings to
another where the two are being farmed
in conjunction and are not further than
30 kilometres in distance from each
other, or if at a greater distance, and the
Police Superintendent in charge of the
region in which each of the owner'.s
farms or pastoral holdings is situated has
given his approval: or

No. 2.
Clause 2, page 2, line 34-Insert after the

word "of " the words "organised bush lire
brigade meeting at which fire equipment is
checked or".

Mr CARR: I move-
That amendment No. I made by the Coun-

cil be agreed to, subject to the Following
further a mendment-

Page 2, line I-Delete all words in the
amendment after the passage "pappe 2"
with a view to substituting other words.

it is somewhat disappointing that the wish of all
parties in this Parliament to have an appropriate

licensing form For firefighting trailers in place at
the earliest opportunity has been delayed by the
amendments moved in the Legislative Council. I
will explain first the import of the Council's two
amendments, which affect two separate items.

The first relates to the attempt by the Govern-
ment to more clearly define the circumstances in
which a normal farm trailer can be used on a road
in being taken from one portion of a farmer's
property to another portion of the farm or holding.
Some concern has been expressed as to the proper
interpretation of the wording in the Act, and the
Government sought to more clearly define what
was meant by the present situation.

In order to do that, we reverted to words in the
Act at a previous stage which were understood
from a reading of previous second reading debates
to be the intent of the words in the Act. Some
people have interpreted our amendment as
restricting the Provisions available to farmers. In
view of the way the Act has been interpreted, that
is possibly a fair representation to put on the
amendment. While there was no intention to
restrict the procedures, it has been interpreted as a
likely effect of our proposal. In response to this,
the member for Stirling raised the point and the
Legislative Council has passed an amendment
which would not only return to the status quo but
would considerably liberalise farmers'
entitlements to use farm trailers on roads, not only
between portions of their farms but between farms
being farmed in conjunction with one another, and
to insert a limit of 30 kilomnetres.

The Council has gone further and provided that
two properties more than 30 kilometres apart may
be considered in t his context if a superintendent of
police in the region considers that to be appropri-
atc. So some people have interpreted the Govern-
ment's position as restricting the situation, and the
Legislative Council has considerably liberalised
the situation. The Government is not prepared to
agree to the extent of liberalisation proposed by
the Council. We do not think it appropriate that a
police officer stationed in a region should be given
the responsibility of determining whether two
portions of land a certain distance apart are being
farmed in conjunction with each other. It is an
untenable situation that we should enact legis-
lation which says that some policeman shall make
a decision as to the way two farms are operated.
We should spell out the law and the police should
have the responsibility for enforcing it in the way
they consider most appropriate.

As a consequence. the Government considers
the most appropriate course of action to relieve the
impasse is for US to return to the status quo. We
are seeking to amend the Legislative Council's
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amendment to reject the liberalisation proposed by
the Council and remove the possible interpretation
of restriction placed by our original amendment in
the Bill, and return to the status quo.

The second amendment moved by the Legislat-
ive Council which comes within the item that we
are discussing relates to the entitlement of a
farmer to take a firefighting trailer on a road to a
meeting of a bushlire group. At the moment mem-
bers will be aware that the original Bill provided
that a fire trailer could be taken on the road to a
fire or to an organised preventive burn.

The -Legislative Council proposed that the
trailer also be taken to a meeting of the bushfires
brigade associated with examining whether the
vehicle is appropriate and useful in the Firefighting
context.

We have looked at the amendment and do not
have a great deal of objection in principle to it.
However, we are not happy with the way it has
been worded and alternative words have been
found which, in effect, say that it will be permiss-
ible for a firefighting trailer to be taken on the
road to a firefighting exercise previously author-
ised by a bushfire con trol officer.

A meeting in the context referred to in the
Legislative Councils message would quite clearly
come within the jurisdiction of a firefighting exer-
cise. rhe important point in that provision is that
it requires the prior authorisation of a bushlire
control officer to indicate that the particular exer-
cise or meeting comes within the ambit of the
provision which we propose to insert into the Bill
at this timec.

I point out also that, in a moment, after the
words have been deleted and new words have been
substituted, I propose to move words in a different
form from those that presently stand on the No-
tice Paper in my name. It was drawn to my atten-
tion this morning by the niember for Albany that
an error occurred in the words to be inserted in
that we had deleted not only the proposal put up
by the Government in the Bill, but also the
entitlement for farm trailers to be taken on a road
from one part or portion of farm or holding to
another part or portion of a farm or holding. and
that if the amendment were to be carried in the
form standing on the Notice Paper. we would have
been restricting the impact of the Bill. Members
concerned about this Bill have been acquainted
with the amended words that will be removed.

Mr WATT: These amendments to the Road
Traffic Act seem like an episode of "Blue Hills'.
Earlier attempts to Solve the problems existing in
the Act were not successful. The Bill went to the
upper House and has been amended. We now have

before us an attempt to amend those amendments.
It has been a cumbersome exercise to get to the
point that we all seek to reach; that is, to allow
farmers to use firefighting trailers on public roads
to get to fires.

Clause 2 of the Bill sought to replace section
19(5)(f) with a new paragraph (f). Essentially,
that amendment tightened or imposed a definition
on the movement of vehicles such as trailers from
farm to farm, and, secondly. it sought to allow
firefighting trailers to be used on public roads in
travelling to bushfires. The upper House was not
happy with the first of those definitions and
sought. as the Minister said, to liberalise the pro-
vision by imposing a restriction or a limit of
30 km. The upper House did that by inserting a
third paragraph which made the issue even more
cumbersome. I guess difficulties always arise when
one starts to impose an arbitrary limit. What hap-
pens to the fellow who lives 31 km from another
portion of his farm? He wilt try to beat the System.
It makes these provisions administratively imposs-
ible.

On reflection, I do not think it would be a bad
thing for us to go back to the status quo. Para-
graph (f) of section 19(5) of the principal Act
provided, before the amendment, that vehicles not
covered by subsection (15), which included trac-
tors, could be used on public roads in passing fromn
one part of a farm to another. The original Bill
sought to clarify that position. The upper House
sought to amend the amendment and now the
Government proposes to reword the amendment
passed by the upper House.

I was concerned about the proposed amendment
by the Minister because I understand that it would
have prevented farm trailers-as opposed to
firefighting trailers-from travelling from one
part of a person's farm to another. I think the
Minister wvill agree that the exercise of the upper
House has been difficult because the original
wording was wrong and had to go back to the
draftsman. When it came back from the
draftsman there was an error in the wording. Ob-
viously this is a vital part of the Bill and was a
vital part of the Act. It allows farmers to take
farm trailers from one part of a farm to another.

Farm trailers are probably the only sort of ve-
hicle not covered in the Road Traffic Act relating
to farm equipment. There has been a lot of dis-
ctussion in the past about the use of a boom spray
and whether that should be defined as an agricul-
tural implement when the boom is removed. I was
of the opinion that that would have been a sensible
thing to do. However, with the boom removed and
a hose Fitted, it is covered by this amendment so
that part of the problem is overcomec.
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It is vital for farmers to have freedom of move-
ment with those sorts of vehicles, provided the
towing vehicle or the tractor is licensed.

The Minister has assured us that the intention
of the second amendment from the upper House
allows people to take firefighting traiters to an
organised bushfire brigade meeting at which
firefighting equipment is being checked. That
comes within the definition contained in the other
part of the definitions relating to firefighting exer-
cises. As that is a matter of public record in
Hansard I am happy to accept it. It streamlines
the wording and hopefully that will allow for
easier reading. The Opposition does not oppose the
amendment to the Council's amendment.

Mr STEPHENS: It was regrettable that I was
absent at the time the original Bill went through
this Chamber. It was a misunderstanding with the
Minister. The amendments inserted in the Bill by
the upper House were amendments that I would
have proposed had I been present "'hen the Bill
was debated. The Minister has pointed out that
the use of farm trailers was restricted by the Bill
which went through this Chamber.

I accept that the Minister has reverted to the
status quo with regard to farm trailers. However,
that is too restrictive, and is an imposition on the
farming community. In the area I represent and. I
would imagine, in the area represented by the
Minister for Agriculture, many small farmers
have had to buy additional land to retain their
viability. It has been impossible for them to buy
that land in areas contiguous to their existing
property. The properties they purchased, there-
fore. may be up to 30 km or more away. They are
forced to farm all that land as one operation in
order to retain their viability.

The present restriction on the use of a farm
trailer is an added cost. It is an additional cost not
only of licensing that trailer, but also of having the
trailer meet the vehicle standards regulations.
Therefore, the Government's decision to revert to
the status quo is a retrograde step. However, we
are prepared to accept it on the basis that the
section of the Bill dealing with firefighting is ur-
gently needed. I do not accept the Minister's criti-
cism that the upper House unnecessarily delayed
the Bill.

I point out to the Minister that this matter was
first raised by me in this Chamber about a year
ago when I introduced a Bill to broaden the defi-
nition of "agricultural implement" to include a
fire trailer. Unfortunately, the Bill was tossed out.

I believe, as do most of my farming constitu-
ents. that broadening the definition was the best
way of handling the situation. At that time I said

that even if it were regarded as an agricultural
implement the department could still make regu-
lations to make sure it was safe to go on the roads.
That situation exists even now in regard to farm
licensed trailers. We have regulations which
govern a farm licensed trailer, although it does not
have to meet the vehicle standards regulations.

The Minister has always had the power to cover
this situation by an administrative act. I will refer
the Minister to sections 11(2) and 19(4) of the
Road Traffic Act. Those sections give the Minis-
ter the power to do what we require by an admin-
istrative act. It is completely wrong for him to say
that the matter has been delayed by an amend-
ment in the upper House. It was a desirable
amendment. I would go further and question the
interpretation of "agricultural implement" placed
in the Road Traffic Act by the Minister and his
advisers. Section 5(1) of the Road Traffic Act
gives the definition of an "agricultural im-
plement" as follows-

"agricultural implement" means an im-
plement or machine designed and used for
ploughing, cultivation, spreading fertiliser,
sowing seed, spraying, harvesting, chaff cut-
ting, or any other agricultural operation,
whether the implement or machine is hauled
or towed by animal or mechanical power.

The important part of that definition is the words
"'any other agricultural operation". My under-
standing of the law is that when a matter goes
before a court of law, unless a definition is
contained within the Act, the Oxford English Dic-
tionary is taken as the standard by which the court
works. Referring to the Shorter Oxford English
Dictionary "agriculture" is defined as a "science,
art of cultivating the soil, including the gathering
in of the crops and the rearing of livestock, farm-
ing in the wider sense".

The raising of livestock quite obviously involves
the feeding of hay. A trailer is used for that, so I
gather that one could argue in a court of law that
it is an agricultural operation.

I think that 1 or one of my farming friends
should bring a test case on that matter to see
whether this interpretation is correct.

M r Watt: Would you l ike me to arrange for you
to be prosecuted so you can bring a test case?

Mr STEPHENS: We would have to have a
prosecution to have a test ease?

Mr Carr: Did you say you would like us to
prosecute you?

Mr STEPHENS: No. I said I would like a test
Case.
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We accept the amendment because it at least
gives us part of what we want. I congratulate the
Government on acceding to this. The Minister Car
Police and Traffic in the previous Government had
the opportunity of doing something. but he could
not find the answer. I am pleased that we now
have the answer, but it is not quite as good as we
would like it to be, However, it covers the situation
for fire trailers and all the farmers who have
contributed to the community by taking their units
out to save property and possibly life will now have
the advantage of legal protection. It is a major
step forward.

-With regard to farm trailers I will accept the
situation for the moment. However it is not desir-
able, and we will continue the fight another day.

Mr OLD: I support the remarks Of the previous
speakers, the meniber for Albany and the member
for Stirling. Both those members have worked
very hard to bring forward this amendment to the
Road Traffic Act and as the Minister is aware.
with very good cause, because the control of
bushrires is an important. integral part of
maintaining an agricultural industry.

In the past there have been a lot of short-
comings. not only in the southern part of the
State, but elsewhere in regard to the licensing of
vehicles and the ability to use unlicensed vehicles
at a time which is virtually a State emergency.
These actions have been taken in the past by
farmers with the best of intentions and sometimes
their rewvard for assisting to quell a fire has been
prosecution: they have suffered somewhat for their
actions.

The amendment could have gone a little further,
but it will cover the set of circumstances the Min-
ister has outlined. I am quite sure that when he
visits Cranbrook in the near future this matter "'ill
be discussed with him at length. He will need to
give some assurances to the people who have been
active in their endeavours to have this matter
rectified.

To have the matter on record I ask the Minister,
when he replies, to reiterate his intention to regu
late to enable the manning of trailers. This is
something which has been of great concern be-
cause the safety and the insurance of firefighters is
paramount. I discussed this matter with the Minis-
ter when the Bill went through this Chamber on
the first occasion and he gave me the assurance
that regulatory powers would be introduced to
enable farmers who assist in the fighting of fires to
actually ride on those trailers. If they are not
introduced farmers cannot fight fires because
someone has to be available to direct the water to
the right spot.

With those few words I add my support to the
amendments and trust that they will be
administered with commonsense because there are
times when working within the letter of the law is
not only very difficult, but also involves grey areas
where people providing services are eventually
penalised for providing those services.

Mr CARR: With regard to the specific question
raised by the member for Kaanning-Roc. I had
the impression that it had already been done: but
if it has not. it is the Government's intention to
provide appropriate regulations to enable people to
ride on firefighting trailers while fighting fires,
and to lay out the circumnstances to which that is
appropriate.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr CARR: I move-
Substitute the following for the passage de-

leted-

Page 2. lines 13 to 40-Delete
proposed subparagraph (iii) and
substitute the following-
(iii) is niot used on a road otherwise than

in passing from one portion of the
farm or holding to another portion
of the farm or holding, or in a
journey from the owner's farm or
pastoral holding to the location of a
fire for the purpose of controlling or
extinguishing the fire or to a site for
the purpose of attending fire control
exercises previously authorized by a
bush fire control officer or fire pre-
vention or in returning from such a
location or site to the owner's farm
or pastoral holding.

Page 3. line 16-nsert before the
words "fire prevention' the words
-attending fire control exercises pre-
viously authorized by a bush fire control
officer or".

Mr STEPHENS: I seek clarification on one
point. I thank the Minister for accepting the sec-
ond part of the aniendn-ienit to allow firefighting
units to be taken to a central area so that they can
get together and be tested before the season com-
mnen ces

I note that the Minister said that the proposed
words in this regulation will allow for people to
ride on a firefighting unit while they are actually
fighting a fire. However, farmers and people
involved in firefighting may find, when they have
Fi nished fighting at particular fire, that their ve-
hicles arc somne five or six iles away. They may
need cogo to another outbreak of the fire. In those
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circumstances must they get off the fire tender
and run behind the unit at, 12 miles an hour to
keep up?

That point should be taken into consideration
when the regulation is made regarding travelling
on the vehicle while firefighting. I ask the Minis-
ter to cover the type of situation I have just re-
ferred to otherwise further problems could be
created.

Mr CARR: The matter raised by the member
for Stirling is quite separate. It is not referred to in
this Bill although it is related to the Bill. The
points of view expressed will be considered when
the regulations are being drafted.

Question put and passed; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to subject to the Assembly's further
amendment.

Mr CARR: I move-
That amendment No. 2 made by the Coun-

cil be not agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's amend-

ment not agreed to.

Report. etc.
Resolutions reported and the report adopted.
A committee consisting of Mr Stephens, Mr

Wait, and Mr Carr (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) drew up reasons for not
agreeing to amendment No. 2 made by the Coun-
cilI.

Reasons adopted and a message accordingly
returned to the Council.

ACTS AMENDMENT (DEPARTMENT FOR
COMMUNITY SERVICES) BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from I November.
A~IR SPRIGGS (Darling Range) 112.10 p.m.]:

The Opposition does not oppose this Bill, which in
clauses 4 and 5 will change the title of the Depart-
menit for Community Welfare. That department
will now become the Department for Community
Services. Clauses 8. 10. 11. and 13 will remove
references to the Director and the Deputy Director
of the department and create new
positions-Director-General and Assistant Direc-
tor-General.

It appears that the Bill will do just the things I
have outlined and, therefore, wve do not oppose it.
However, we are appalled at. and oppose, the
timing of this legislation. Six weeks ago a report of
860 pages was produced by a task force appointed
by the Government to report on community ser-
vices in this State. The Minister released a
statement saying that three months would be al-

lowed for this report to be canvassed and con-
sidered by the public.

it seems to me and to the Opposition that the
Department for Community Welfare and its
officers are being treated very shabbily. We have a
Minister who has brought in this legislation leav-
ing everything in limbo, not only for the session we
arc going through, but until such time as he comes
forward with the necessary legislation to
restructure what will be then the Department for
Community Services. All the officers in that de-
partment are now left wondcring whether they will
be retained in their positions or placed in alterna-
tive positions.

Once again this makes a mockery of the
Government's claim that it ensures it has consen-
sus before making such moves. That in itself is
appalling.

The Government of the day appears to be trying
to do its utmost to destroy the Puiblic Service of
this State and change it. regardless of whether it is
good for the community or for the people, or in the
interests of the people involved in the existing ser-
vices. It seems there is no opposition to the present
legislative changes because they really mean
nothing. They could have been brought forward
when the Bill was introduced to the House, or in
the next session of Parliament, and it would have
saved a lot of heartache and anxiety on the part of
members of that department. They would not have
been left in limbo quite unnecessarily wondering
whether their jobs would be secure in the future.

As I said, we support the Bill.

MR WILSON (Nollamara-Minister for
Youth and Community Services) [12.13 p.m.]: I
thank the member for Darling Range for
indicating that the Opposition does not oppose the
Bill. I will take a few minutes to comment on what
he had to say, because what he has said and what
has been said publicly by members of the Oppo-
sition and others indicates that they arc in error. If
one reads the second reading speech c-arefully. that
becomes quite clear.

The member referred to the final report of the
welfare community services review issued in
September. He says it was six weeks ago. He then
refers correctly to the fact that at the time of its
release it was indicated that three months would
be given for public comment on the
recommendations of that report prior to the
Government formulating its official response.
That has proceeded.

What the member does not understand and
seems to be unaware of-other spokesmen on his
side also seem to be unaware-is that that was not
the first report brought down by the review. The
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first report was brought down in June. At that
time the Government made very clear public
statements that it was committed to the proposals
put forward by that review board for the
restructuring of that department, and certain
other things.

MrT MacKinnon: Was that an interim report?
Mr WILSON: It was the first report. The

Government made it clear at the time that it was
committed on the recommendations of that report
to the restructuring of the department. I cannot
put it any more clearly than that.

MrT Spriggs: In this report you stated you would
give three months.

Mr WILSON: And we are doing that. What I
am saying is that there was a first repori.The
report the member refers to is the final report.

Mr Spriggs: I am referring to the report to
which you said you would give three months" con-
sideration. which is this report.

Mr WILSON: That is right, that is the final
report of the review. The member fails to under-
stand that there was a first report which made
recommendations for the restructuring of the de-
partment. At the time of the issue of that first
report the Government made it publicly known
that it wats instituting the recomnmendations of
that first report.

Mr Spriggs: A good Christmas present for all
those officers who do not know where they are!

Mr WILSON: The member has admitted by
what he has just said that he was ignorant of that
first report and of the Government's commitment
to these recom menda tions.

The other thing is that the member implics that
the Department for Community Welfare is being
treated very shabbily.

Mr Spriggs: Very shabbily.
Mr WILSON: The first report proposed certain

changes to the Structure of the department. It was
well recognised, and has been for some time, that
that department was not being managed and was
not operating as best it could. In fact not only the
report of this board of review made that observa-
tion leading to these recommendations; it was also
made in previous reports which had been
sponsored by the Public Service Board, which had
indicated similar recommendations and findings.
It was necessary, and it has been recognised by the
Government to be necessary. to make those
changes.

Sonic of the claims made so far by the Oppo-
sition and others cannot be substantiated. The
changes are with regard to the IlI senior positions.
All of those persons involved have the opportunity

to apply for the new positions which have been
advertised. No-one else in the department need
worry about his future career. Assurances have
been given about those Careers.

I understand there will always be anxieties
when changes of this sort are proposed, and the
people in this department-and perhaps other de-
partments-will want to have a say about what is
being done. in fact the truth is that departmental
officers had maximum input into the review,
board's hearings.

MrT Spriggs: The junior ones?
Mr WILSON: It was across the board. The

member is speaking in absolute ignorance of the
facts. They had maximum input, and expressed in
general terms their approval fOr these structural
changes.

MrT Spriggs: Why did you have to bring this in
at this moment, instead of when you brought in
the Bill?

Mr WILSON: This is the Bill which will allow
for the restructuring of the department. That is
the other Lhing the member does not understand.
The proposals set out in the first report are very
detailed and they indicate the way in which this
restructuring should occur. I wish sometimes
members of the Opposition would read reports and
legislation and try to understand them. H-as the
member read the report'?

Mr Spriggs: No. I do not think anybody yet has
read such a long report.

Mr WILSON: Has the member read the first
report?

Mr Spriggs: Yes, I have.

Mr WILSON: Is the member sure'? What he is
saying today does not indicate that he has read it-,
it simply indicates that in the first place he may
not be aware of what existed: and, in the -second
place, if he is aware, hie obviously has not read it.

That basis for commenting on what the Govern-
ment is proposing-which is in fact ignorance-is
not a very good or sound basis For comment and I
do not accept it..

The Government is proposing changes which
will mean we shall end up with a depa rtment moure
open to the needs of the community, better able to
cope with those needs, and better managed in or-
der to be more publicly acceptable in the delivery-
of welfare services.

Mr Spriggs: This Bill does not do any of the
things you are saying it does.

Mr WILSON: I cannot help the ignorance of
that member: I cannot answer for it. and I cannot
help him.
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Mr Spriggs: Many people will be unhappy at
Christmas time.

Mr Gordon Hill: Get someone to read the re-
ports and the legislation.

Mr WILSON: Once again, I thank the Oppo-
sition for its general support of the Bill and com-
mend it to the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without debate,

reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Wilson

(Minister for Youth and Community Ser~'ies),
and transmitted to the Council.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND) BILL

In Commit tee
Resumed from 13 November, The Deputy

Chairman of Committees (Mrs Henderson) in the
Chair; Mr Brian Burke (Treasurer) in charge of
the Bill.

Division 26: Crown Law, $21 825 000-
Progress was reported after Division 26 had

been part ly considered.
Mr H-ASSELL: The remarks I was making the

other night in this debate related to the use of
modern technology not within the Crown Law De-
partnwent. but under its guidance through the pri-
vate sector, 10 produce a situation in which we had
an up-to-date system using modern technology to
maintain the law-up-to-date in terms of its print-
ing and presentation and the incorporation of
amendments.

For reasons which I fail to understand, the Min-
ister interjected in a most aggressive way during
the course of those remarks. Having reflected on
the matter. I am even more determined not to be
deflected from putting my points forward.

This morning in a small ceremony at the
Cot tesloe- Mosman Park- Peppermint Grove Li-
brary the Deputy Premier declared available for
public use a computer and printout systemn as in-
stalled at that library by its joint controllers
representing the Town of Mosnian Park. the Towni
of Cot tesloc. a nd t he Shire of Pepperm i nt G rove.

The Deputy Premier made the point that the
introduction and the public availability of that
technology at a public library represented a sig-

nificant step forward and, in a material way,
illustrated the change in our community brought
about by the use of and the demand for up-to-date
technology.

One of the great difficulties that so many people
of the even moderately older generation have is
that they have not been trained in the use of that
material and its availability for tasks of a useful
nature. However, the point I make is that the
availability of that small computer costing just a
few thousand dollars, installed in a public library,
illustrates how readily available is the equipment
which could be used to ensure that all of our laws
and regulations were constantly consolidated and
kept up-to-date. Even such a small machine as
that officially launched by the Deputy Premier
this morning would, with an experienced operator,
be able to cope with the heavy demand to main-
tain up-to-date the Statute law and, in addition, it
would be able to make some headway in
maintaining up-to-date and consolidated at least
the more important regulatory systems.

People thinking casually about regulations may
tend to believe that they are of less importance:
but I remind the Minister of the difficulties which
he himself must have experienced in legal practice
whenever he wanted to look up the traffic regu-
lations to deal with the most minor traffic in-
fringement notice of one of his clients. The myriad
regulations and the constancy of change simply
make it practically a very difficult task to ascer-
lain what the law is and to have it before one in a
consolidated form.

I am suggesting that the progress which has
been made over the years in the Crown Law De-
partment should not be cast aside, but instead
should be taken up. and in a leadership way. I ask
the Government to follow up this suggestion. I do
not see that it has anything to lose by listening to
it and seeing whether something cannot be done.

I am aware that in recent years within the
Crown Law Department progress has been made
in this field, but I amn also aware that [he depart-
ment has been assiduous in refusing to allow
outside use of the results of its compilation of up-
to-date Staitutes.

My Suggestion is not that the Government
should ask Crown Law to take this on as a major
project to provide the service, but that perhaps
through the Minister for Technology, wvho is con-
stantly talking about this kind of project. some
investigation could be made of contracting out to
the private sector the task of putting forward a
proposal for the legislation of this Stale-bothi
parliamentary and subordinalt legislation-to be
comnputerised and constantly updated and avail-
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able for sale in printed form and, as I said the
other night in debate, available for sale through
the use of on-line facilities by law firms and any-
one else with a need and a preparedness to pay.

I remain completely mystified by the aggressive
and negative attitude the Minister adopted by way
of interjection. I can say only that I hope, on
having had time to reflect on the matter, he will
realise that what we are suggesting is something
positive which presents an opportunity for the
State to do what the Government has been talking
about so often: namely, to take the modern tech-
nology available in the world and to use Western
Australian resources such as those we sawv this
morning at the library and to apply them to a
needed public service with real benefits for the
community-and real cost savings. It can be
imagined how it adds to legal and general costs of
companies when the time of skilled people has to
be used extensively on the simple, but lengthy
business, of assessing independently the law and
putting the law together to find out what it is,
whether it be Statute law or subordinate law. I ask
the Government to consider my request and to see
whether some real progress cannot be made in this
area.

Mr GRILL: The member for Floreat raised in
this debate once again the question of members of
Parliament holding a commission of justice of the
peace, although it was very hard to hear him the
other night.

Mr Mensaros: I dealt only with the system of
appointment of justices generally. In this debate I
did not mention members of Parliament. There is
always too much conversation.

M r G R ILL: I n t hose circu msta nces, as i t seems
I might have misconstrued the member's remarks,
it might be more appropriate for me to obtain a
copy of his remarks, which I could send to the
Attorney General and to which he could reply
perhaps by letter.

Despite some clarification this morning by the
Leader Of the Opposition, his remarks on updating
the Statute and regulatory laws of this State re-
main vague. He spoke of on-line facilities and the
use of the la test technology.

Just for the record, the Leader of the Oppo-
sition has indicated that he must leave, and he did
explain that to me earlier. I will continue with my
remarks so that he can later read them in
Hansard.

As a general concept his proposal would meet
with sonic acclaim, but it is really a matter of
deciding what he put forward. His suggestion was
vague, as I said, and I did not really see what he
was t ryi ng to do.

At present within the Crown Law Department
the practice has been followed of placing on tape
the various Statutes of this State.

Mr Laurance: I don't know why his suggestion
cannot just be accepted as that. You will have
heard the saying, "if' you build a better mouse-
trap, the world will beat a path to your door".

Mr GRILL: Can it be done better? I am not
sure.

Mr Laurance: Of course it can. You have a
whole ministry of technology for this purpose.

Mr GRILL: Let us first examine the argument,
because I think the member is going off half
cocked in a pretty superficial way. At present
within the Crown Law Department, the various
Statutes are placed on tape and those tapes are
available for use within word processors. However,
the actual job of updating Statutes and amending
Statutes must be done by qualified people, and be
done manually. The sort of experience necessary
to amend Statutes and to bring them up-to-date
requires a great degree of expertise. Quite simply
that expertise is not found within Western
Australia anywhere outside the Crown Law De-
pa rtment.

We have had a manifestation of that this year
where the Crown Law Department has been pre-
pared to brief out private practitioners for the
drawing up of legislation. In each case where that
has happened the legislation has come back in a
form which has not been able to be presented to
the Parliament. It takes time and a lot of expertise
to become qualified in this area. Consequently
that is why there is reluctance on the part of the
Crown Law Department to brief out this sort of
work. It is not a negative approach to new tech-
nology, but simply a realistic assessment of the
situation. Within private practice in Western
Australia there is not the expertise available for
this sort of redrafting to take place.

As I have said, the Crown Law Department is
using up-to-date technology to place the Statutes
on tape, and they can be updated very quickly by
way of a word processor and other technological
capacities.

If the Leader of the Opposition wants to pursue
his suggestion, one which I consider to be very
vague and to have been put forward in a general
sense, and one which appears superficially attract-
ive but which contains very little detail, I suggest
that he should write to the Attorney General and
provide some clarity and detail on a specific
proposition. If he is simply advocating the briefing
out and updating and amending of Statutes by the
legal profession outside the Crown Law Depart-
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ment, I indicate that that sort of competence is not
around at present.

Item 1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances-

Mr M ENSAROS: I want to reflect on the Min-
isier's remarks, particularly those in connection
with the suggestion made by the Leader of the
Opposition. I would be hard put to accept that the
Leader of the Opposition's suggestions were either
vague, not definitive, or imprecise. I submit that
the Leader of the Opposition does not have an
accent, as I have, and he spoke slowly and fairly
loudly, so there is no excuse Car the Minister to
have not understood him.

Mr Gordon Hill: "Lousily"', did you say?

Mr MENSAROS: The Minister misunderstood
him. however. The Leader of the Opposition re-
ferred to modern-day technology and he
suggested, to be brief, instead of having the most
recent reprinted Statute with the amendments
tacked onto it-the form in which we receive them
from the Government Printing Office-the infor-
mation should be put on the word processor and
the amendments would appear in the last
reprinted form.

M r G rill1: That is bei ng done now.

Mr MEN'SAROS: It requires absolutely no ex-
pertise, except perhaps a little familiarity with the
system.

Mr Grill: You are not suggesting, surely, that
these Acts have to be continuously reprinted?

Mr MENSAROS: Yes, I am.

M r Grill: A re you? The cost of doi ng t hat would
be ou t of all proport ion to the va lue.

Mr MENSAROS: It would not be out of all
proportion.

Mr Grill: It is an unrealistic proposal.

Mr IMENSAROS: It would not have to be
prin ted i n t he form we see today. bu t one coulId get
a progressive print-out from a word processor. As
the Leader of the Opposition said, this system was
instituted by Crown Law during the time we were
in Government. The difference is simply that
Crown Law jealously keeps it to itself. It does not
make the up-to-date Statutes available to anyone
outside the department, whether they be legal
offices. members of Parliament or. more import-
antly. simply members of the public. As a simple
minded man, that is my understanding of the
Leader of the Opposition's comments.

I now want to speak on an entirely different
matter. The Statutes and the regulations re-
quire to be written in much better and more easily
understandable language. That was indicated by

the Attorney General when he introduced the Bill
in connection with interpretation.

Mr Grill: You are talking about the reprinting
Act now, are you?

Mr MENSAROS: 1 am talking about another
matter now. I explained what the Leader of the
Opposition said, hopefully. for the Minister's ben-
efit, and flow I am speaking on another matter.

Mr Grill: You didn't clarify ii.
Mr MENSAROS: Not only could the Statutes

be physically brought up-to-date, but also better
drafting could make for ease of understanding.
That could be done with available expertise, not
only in regard to future amendments, but also in
another way with existing Statutes which then
could have Parliament's approval.

Mr Grill: Are you aware of the fact that the
Government amended the reprinting Act some
months ago to facilitate the very matter you are
now talking about? We also amended the Evi-
dence Act.

Mr MENSAROS: I am aware of that matter
because the Leader of the Opposition mentioned
it. Indeed, I referred to the Interpretation Act. I
still think I have the right to say that this system
would be very desirable for future Statutes be-
cause Bill after Bill become Statutes every day
and the drafting of legislation is exactly as it was
10, 20, 30 or 40 years ago.

I am suggesting this system in regard to the
ongoing stream of Bills becoming Acts of Parlia-
ment. Existing legislation could be perhaps
rewritten, brought back to Parliament, and ac-
cepted in an easy procedure.

When dealing with various Bills I have
mentioned, particularly to the Minister for Water
Resources and lately to the Minister again in his
capacity as Minister for Parliamentary and Elec-
toral Reform, that certain draftings make the
reading of legislation very difficult-not imposs-
ible, simply time-consuming and more difficult [or
simple people, especially when cross references are
used. I am not saying they should not be applied to
legislation. but they do not even name the subject
of the cross reference and refer only to a number,
a section. a subsection. a paragraph, perhaps
"36(a)" or to a paragraph (bb) and so on. It would
be just as easy when formulating such cross-refer-
ences to use only one or two words describing the
subject of reference because then one would know
to what reference is made and accordingly, look it
up or ignore it, and this would save one going to
the cross reference point every time. Members
would understand, for instance, that legislation
often says ihat something should happen "subject
to' and it cites certain numbers, letters of sections
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and paragraphs. It could, in addition, say "subject
to an appeal as described in .", and then cite the
section or paragraph. One may not need to look it
up then because as one is reading that description
one may not be interested in it. I think it is very
important because we all know that legal advice is
something which companies-commercial. entities
and industrial entities in particular-have to ob-
tain more frequently, not only for litigation pur-
poses, but also simply to understand the respective
rules and regulations affecting them. In order to
do this without employing legal assistance, which
is time-consuming and fairly expensive, a simple
form) of drafting would be very desirable. I am also
suggesting greater attention being paid to the
drafting itself.

The Minister should not jump up and down
because 1 am not necessarily criticising him or the
Government. This situation has existed for a long
time and, as I said the other day, usually Govern-
menits of the day draft Bills which will be enacted
subject to the scrutiny of members of Parlianient
who do not have the expertise of the Crown Law
Department. Usually, within a year. the legislation
comes back, and almost in every case it is because
a provision actually does not do what it was
intended to do. Nobody can say that that does not
happen or that it does not occur frequently.

The remedy for this. I suppose. is to take
greater care and perhaps also to go outside the
Crown Law Department. I know that the argu-
menit is often that nobody outside the Crown Law
Department understands drafting, and that may
be so today; but nobody will ever understand it
unless we make a start. unless we employ appren-
tices. perhaps articled clerks, for that very pur-
pose-perhaps even within the Crown Law De-
partment as a joint venture, so to speak-so th-at
other people will acquire these skills. 11 would also
be worthwhile for legal firms to acquire these
skills which they would if they knew that at somec
timec or other various arms of Government would
employ themn For legislative drafting. These occur-
rences which aire coming up day after day with
amending Bills, for which the reason is given that
the original drafting did not express the wish of
the legislator, should be-if not entirely
eliminated -at least reduced as muclh as possible.

I also want to mention a very desirable pro-
cedure to which the Attorney General could lend
his attention, and that is the standardisation of
infringement notice procedures. That is a xerv dc-
sirabte aimn. More and more legislation is comning
to the Parliament nowadays in which infringement
notices are introduced. Of course. this is desirable

because it saves time for the respective departmen-
tal officers who otherwise have to undertake
proper full-scale prosecutions. or, because they do
not have the resources, do not carry out the pros-
ecutions. and therefore matters go unnoticed, and
more and more people are clearly induced to com-
mit these offences. It is quite commendable that
more stringent infringement notice procedures are
being introduced, hence it is important that it
should not reach the stage where every, procedure
is differently regulated in every Act of Parliament.

Therefore, it is high time for the Attorney Gen-
eral to pay some attention to the matter of bring-
ing in a general infringement notice procedure so
that when the next piece of legislation is
introduced by another Minister, that legislation
can refer to the general rule, enunciated perhaps
in the Justices Act, or any) appropriate Act.

I wish to make somec comment with respect to
the matter of justices of the peace, I did not have
occasion to do so the other night because the de-
bate on this division was thrust upon us, and at
that time I did not have my notes with me,

Recently many attacks have been made upon
just ices of the peace, through the mnedia. and those
attacks have gone undefended by the Attorney
General and the Premier. I recall during the term
of the previous Government those attacks were
invariably rebutted by the Attorney General Or the
Premier. They believed that the office of justice of
the peace was important and encouraged the up-
keep of that system. It is important that those
attacks do not go unanswered. They should be
examined, and if it is found warranted, the At-
torney General should put up a defence.

If the Attorney General does not defend the
office of justice of the peace, one cannot help but
think that the Government wants the whole
system to weaken and ultimately disappear.

I have noticed that members of Parliament arc
being appointed as justices of the peace. without
being compelled to undertake the course which
others go through. It is a good course and if it is
found people do not have sufficient qualifications
for the post they are required to acquire themn.

I hope the Minister representing the Attornecy
General will respond to my remarks and. if not. I
hope he suggests that the Attorney General reply
in writing. We have not used that system in the
Legislative Assembly in the past, but it is the
practice in the other place. if the MVinistecr wishes
to adopt this practice I would be happy to see it
implemented here.

M Vr GRILL: I do not think it would be very
productive of mne to pursue the arguments of the
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member [or Floreat on behalf of the Leader of the
Opposition. It would be better for me to stand on
what I have already said on that particular matter.
It may be better for the Leader of the Opposition
to take up my suggestion that if he has some
concrete proposals in respect of State law, or sub-
ordinate legislation in this State, he put it in some
detailed form for the Attorney General to con-
sider. Much of that information is going onto tape
and into word processors, and I suspect a lot of
that work is being done.

I understand also that an interdepartmental
committee is looking at the question of
computerisation of legal information and that
committee has looked at some of the models in
other States where private enterprise is doing this
sort of work. I do not know what the committee
will recommend, but 1 know that in some instances
it has not been particularly impressed with the
private enterprise contribution in those States.

I think it is perhaps appropriate that the com-
ments about infringement notices procedure be
passed to the Attorney General so that he can
provide some detailed response.

The other matter addressed by the member for
Floreat related to attacks that have been niade in
the media from time to time on justices of the
peace. H~e suggested that where appropriate those
attacks should be answered by the Attorney Gen-
end. I am speaking off-the-cuff on this matter.
and I am not speaking for the Attorney General,
but I would suspect that it would be difficult for
the Attorney General to defend a justice of the
peace in that situation.

The justice. of course, has the remedies of civil
law and libel law and, if appropriate, criminal
laws of libel, if he has been misrepresented.* In
most cases I would suggest that where we are
dealing with a particular case it would be difficult
indeed-in fact, well nigh impossible-for the At-
torney General to respond without being in con-
tempt of court. He will always need to be careful
about that. I also remnind the member that the
practice he is suggesting be followed is not one
that has been adopted in the past. One would have
to ask the reason that has not been adopted:, I
would suggest there are probably some
substantially practical difficulties in respect of the
Attorney General's wading in and defending a Jus-
iice of the peace in a particular set of circum-
stances.

I am happy to refer the other matters which
were brought forward to the Attorney-General for
a more considered response.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit again at

a later stage of the sitting, on motion by Mr
Tonkin (Leader of the House).

(Continued on page 4152)

Sitting suspended fromi 12.58 zo 2.15 p.m.i

TECHNOLOGY: DEPARTMENT OF
COMPUTING AND INFORMATION

TECHNOLOGY

Ministerial Statemnent

MIR BRYCE (Ascot-Minister for Technology)
[2.17 p.mn.]: I seek leave to make a statement.

Leave granted.
Mr BRYCE: Western Australia is developing a

reputation nationally and internationally for
initiative and vigour in the fields of applied science
and technology.

The State is now gearing up for the newv era in
information technology by setting up Australia's
first department dealing solely with computing
and information technology.

Public sector information systems have reached
the point where certain Western Australian
systems are recognised as among the best avail-
able. Corporate information systems and support
centres have been developed to co-ordinate and
optimise systems which serve comnmon needs.
either across the public sector or across traditional
functional boundaries.

There is no doubt that Western Australia has
the potential to consolidate this lead and
opportunities exist to exploit Western Australias
relatively high level of expertise to the overall ben-
efit of the State.

However, technological developments are such
that no one person or operational organisation can
command knowledge in sufficient depth to ensure
cost-effective decisions are made across the range
of possibilities.

Information technology is now defined as ciii-
bracing the application of systematic methods and
techniques to the collection, handling, storage and
dissemination of information. This includes the
three technologies of computing, office tech-
nology. and communications;.

The 1980s herald the information technology
revolution. Infornmation has become the basis of a
new economnic society necessitating major struc-
tural shifts and organisational changes. The infor-
mnation sector is now responsible for the highest
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rate of employment growth. Today's challenge is
to determine a positive and real rate of return to
society from the application of information tech-
nology.

The questions of compatibility, inter and intra-
State standards, maintaining satisfactory levels of
technology awareness and skilled human resources
are the major issues of modern information tech-
nology management.

Governments must ensure that information
technology is managed and that the inevitable
duplication of investment and effort by individual
organisations are minimised without stifling the
required initiative and vigour.

These issues are also of international concern.
particularly in the OECD countries and more
specifically in Western Europe.

The Swedish Government is currently consider-
ing a five-year information technology plan while
the UK Cabinet is considering a recently
completed review of the Central Computer and
Telecom mu nicat ions Agency.

The French Government has also given high
priority to the role of information technology in its
economiic development strategy and has placed
imiportance on information technology for
stimulating regional growth.

The Western Australian Government has taken
the initiative and has decided that overall policy
and strategy in computing and information tech-
nology requires high level responsive planning and
co-ordination. Accordingly the Government
created a Department of Computing and Infor-
mation Technology (DOC IT).

The dcpartment is not only the first of its kind
in Australia but one of the first in the world. Its
initial challenging task is to maintain and exploit
the high level of professionalism and co-operative
spirit already established in computing across the
public sector in Western Australia.

Within the framework of this Government's in-
formation technology goal a corporate plan for the
department has been formulated by the project
team I established a few months ago.This corpor-
ate plan is the first step in addressing the major
policy issues and related strategies. It will be the
cornerstone For subsequent planning and co-ordi-
nation activity in DOCIT. Also, the Government
is eonsctous of the interdependencies of the new
department and existing structures. It will be
necessary to develop an overall public sector infor-
mnation technology plan to encompass all these
dependencies and establish structures to address
the common interests of public, private, and ter-
tiary organisations,

This Government's information technology goal
is-

To promote the most elfective and efficent
use of information technology in Western
Australia. so that-
the operations of the Western Australian
public sector can be supported by the better
provision and use of information;

the Western Australian community can
increasingly benefit from developments
in information technology stemming
from both the public and private sectors:

the Western Australian Government's
goals and objectives for socio-economie,
industrial, and regional development are
progressively supported.

To meet this overall goal for information tech-
nology the Department of Computing and Infor-
mation Technology will pursue the following
objectives as outlined in the corporate plan-

To assure the effective and efficient use of
information technology in the Western
Australian public sector.

to facilitate the effective and efficient dlevel-
opment of Western Australian public sector
information system.

to facilitate the efficient operation of Western
Australian public sector information systems,
to promote technology awareness and the use
of information technology across Western
Australia and the marketing of public sector
prod ucts.

The corporate plan places emphasis on the need
for increased planning and coordination. The de-
partmnfts present consultancy role will be
expanded particularly to support the planning pro-
cess. A need for increased technological awarenecss
is also recognised. The need for an improved infor-
mation technology planning process is seen to lie
at the heart of DOCIT's corporate strategy to
facilitate effective resource planning and manage-
mient across the Western Australian public sector.
These emphases are reflected in the new DOCIT
functional structure which is outlined in attach-
mient one.

This Government is committed to utilising in-
formation technology to facilitate the diversifi-
cation of the economic base of this State and
ultimately to improve the living standards of all
Western Australians.

Two nights ago 1 indicated to members sitting
opposite that I would be pleased to provide them
with details of the new organisational structure of
the department. I seek leave of the House to incor-
porate somec material with my speech.
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By leave of' (he House. cMe following matrerialI
was incorporated-

ATTACHMENT ONE
DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTING AND IN-

FORMATION TECHNOLOGY
ORGAN ISATIONAL STRUCTURE

The Department of Computing and Information
Technology's revised functional responsibilities
are listed and represented in Diagram One. The
new organisational structure addresses both the
existing role of the Department and the major
functions necessary to assist in the implementation
of the Planned Information Technology thrust of
'the Government.

The functions shown on the structure chart are
described in some detail below.

MANAGEMENT SERVICES AND
ADMINISTRATION-

This function will service the day to day ac-
counting and administrative requirements of the
Department and be responsible for all in-house
information systems development.

CORPORATE SERVICES DIVISION
This division will incorporate the Corporate

Planning. research and Policy function: the Cor-
porate Information function and the Human Re-
sources Planning. Training and Development
function.

CORPORATE PLANNING. RESEARCH
AND POLICY

This function is responsible for:

Preparation of the Information Technology
Policy and Co~rporate Plan for the Western
Austrailian Government.

Preparation of DOCIT's own Corporate
Plan.

Establishment and maintenance of stan-
dard criteria for Information Technology
Planning in the Western Australian public
sector,

Creation and maintenance of a Govern-
ment-wide Information Technology planning
System.

Assuring that individual Information Tech-
nology plans including Corporate Systems
plans are consistent with and supportive of
the Government's overall Information Tech-
nology policies and plans.

Monitoring of the latest developments and
trends in information technology.

Maintaining comparative data on expendi-
ture and developments in Information Tech-
nology world-wide.

HUMAN RESOURCE PLANNING,
TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT

This [unction addresses the critical need
for human resource planning for Information
Technology. It will

create and maintain human resource
planning mechanisms on a Government-
wide basis including supply and demand
forecasting, monitoring job trends and
conditions of service in Information
Technology:
create and maintain a comprehensive
training programme on a Government-
wide basis catering for all Information
Technology Needs:
maintain a skills aind career inventory of
all Information Technology personnel on
a Government-wide basis.

This function is needed to ensure that the
appropriate level and quality of skills are con-
tinually available to match Government's In-
formation Technology plans.

CORPORATE INFORMATION
MANAGEMENT

This function recognises that Government
requires information to manage resources
effectively and efficiently. There is need to
identify Government information require-
inenits. The Unit will identify which systems
are currently sources of Corporate Data and
if and where gaps exist, define and identify
Corporate Systems or components of non-cor-
porate systems; to which attention should he
given.

INFORMATION CENTRE
This unit will be responsible for:

maintenance of the G overnmen t- wide hard-
.ware and software register:
monitoring and distribution of 'Information
about Information Tech nology'-i tems such
as developments in software, hardware, com-
mnunications. methods. techniques (including
ease histories: educational material, training
courses and seminars:
upgrading of the presenti library content, fa-
cilities and services.

The trust of this unit will be to become a com-
prehensive reference centre for Information Tech-
nology in Western Australia.

USER SERVICES DIVISION
This division will incorporate the following

functions:
Consultancy and Development Services.
Bureau and network operations.
Methods and Techniques.
Communications and Off'ice Technology.
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The concept is that through User Services
DOCIT can respond as an appropriately
structured highly skilled Information Technology
support service. DOCIT User Services will place
emphasis on Information Technology users
(management, administrative, professional staff)
across Government.

EXTERNAL SERVICES DI VISION
This division will incorporate the following

functions:
Product Promotion and Packaging.
Market Research.

Marketing and sales.

Products and Services support.

Land Information System Support Centre.

Justice Information Systems Support
Centre.

The major thrust of this Division will be to
promote technology awareness and the use of in-
form-ation technology across Western Australia
a nd t he ma rket in g o f pu blIic sector prod uct s.

DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTING AND IN FORMATION TECHNOLOGY
ORGAN ISATION STRUCTU RE

EX ECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

DIR ECTOR
CORPORATE

SERVICES

DIRECTOR MANAGERS:
MANAGEMENT CORPORATE PLANNING

SERVICES RESEARCH AND POLICY
CORPORATE iNFOR-

MATION
HUMAN RESOURCE

PLANNING, TRAINING
AND DEVELOPMENT

DIRECTOR
USER

SERVICES

MANAGERS.
CONSUL TANCY AND

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
SURE AU AND

NETWORK OPERATIONS
METHODS AND

TECHNIQUES
COMMUNICATIONS

AND OFFICE TECHNOLOGY

DIRECTOR
EXTERNAL
SERVICES

MANAGERS:
PRODUCT PROMOTION

AND PACKAGING
MARKET RESEARCH

MARK ETING AND SALES
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

SUPPORT
I I.S.S.C.
J.1.S S.C.

Debate Resumed
MR COURT (Nedlands) [2.26 p.m.]: During

the Budget debate a couple of days ago. the Minis-
ter for Technology said that he would be making a
statement on the establishment of the Department
Information and Computing Technology, or
"DOC IT'.

Generally. I find a lot of the highfalutin
language a little too hard to understand. The
statement should have been written in more simple
terms, The Minister should refrain from a lot of
the gobbledegook that sents to go along with
statemnents relating to new technology. They
would be easier for us to understand.

MIr H-odge: He enjoys it.

Mir COURT: I know he does but the use of
those sorts of words scares the public a little about
what might happen.

In replying to this statement I wish to sound a
few warnings. The first relates to the protection of

the individual's privacy when we discuss these
matters of technology.

The statement outlines the Government's pro-
posal to establish a public sector information bu-
reaucracy. It will result in a large information
network being put together. Not once in the Mimn-
ister's statemnents or in the accompanying notes is
any, reference made to safeguarding the public's

privacy when such an operation is established. I
think that should have been Lhe top priority of any
Government and certainly worthy of feature in a
statement announcing the formation of such a de-
partmnent.

I really am appalled that the fundamental ques-
lion of the preservation and protection of civil
liberties has not been addressed.

Mr Bryce: Can I allay some fears that may
grow from Your ComenLs? That was addressed
during the work of the project committee. The
document of which you received a summary today
is about one inch thick. I could have presented the
whole thing to Parliamnent.

Mr Old: Did you read it?
Mr Bryce: I did, and I can assure you that the

issue has been addressed.
Mr COURT: The point I am making is that it is

a most important question to consider when we are
talking about the establishment of this kind of
information network. It is very easy for a Govern-
ment to gather information on individujals.
companies, or any other group or body. Once that
information is on a system it canbe cross-
referenced. I think we have to ask the questions:
H-ow secure is the information and who has access
to that information?

,Mr Old: How secure are the people?
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Mr COURT: That is right. One or the big criti-
cisms of the report is that it is all very well to place
on a central computer bank information on differ-
ent people: but the implications can be quite hor-
re ndous.

We are not opposed to the introduction of tech-
nology but I am simply sounding a warning that
the question of safeguards should be a No. I pri-
ority.

The second warning I make about the oper-
ations of this department relates to the question of
regulations. This is the beginning of a new bu-
reaucracy in (he Govern ment and before too long I
think the Government will start interfering with
the introduction of new technology in the private
sector. We are talking about the rules and system
for technology in the public sector, but I believe
this will flow into the private sector with the result
that the private 'sector will have to get Govern-
ment approval for the introduction of certain
systems which perhaps have to work with sonie
Government departments.

Mr Bryce: Not so, they are quite separate.

Mr COURT: I am putting on record that this is
the beginning of a new era for regulations relating
to the technology field: that is, which systems and
equipment will be used. A good example will be
the way the Government handles the introduction
of electronic funds transfer systems throughout
Australia. We shall need some guidelines in this
area. I wonder how involved the Government will
get in the introduction of that type of system in
the financial institutions.

The third warning I sound relates to the
Government's developing and selling certain infor-
mation systems. Among those mentioned on the
flow chart accompanying the document is the land
information system and the judicial information
system. I will repeat the warning I made during
the Budget debate: The Government must be care-
ful about how far it is involved in the development
and sale of somec of these systemns. The Minister
for Technology mentioned that somec other
countries are working on land information
systems. for exsample. As he pointed out, we could
miss out in this area because somec other country
has got there first and that is why a considerable
amount has been allocated to -speed up the system
so that we can retain a commercial edge in the
open market. There are many pitfalls. once one
starts competing in this area. The private sector
has a very strong profit motive to ensure that it is
aggressive and successful. I do not want the
Government to think that by this new department
it can enter wholesale the business of developing

and selling systems. If it does so. it will come up
against very stiff competition.

The Minister for Technology mentioned a defi-
nition of information technology and said thatith
included the technology of computing, office tech-
nology and communications. That statement is
correct. It is interesting to note the mention of
communications. This is one field of technology
that Governments in Australia should stay out of.
Many exciting developments are taking place in
the communications field. This area does not
really affect the State Government as much as it
does the Federal Government through Telecom
and the satellite system. The Federal Government
is heavily involved in comnmunications operations
in this country. I would prefer to see more of that
work carried out by the private setor so that we
can remain at the forefront of this technology and
not rely on Government departments to determine
the rate at which we develop. We are all aware of
the situation with the Government operation of
Telecom, As it is involved in the communications
system the Government determines what equip-
ment shall be used and what services shall be
provided, and as a result of this we have lagged
behind in the communications field.

M r Troy: Absolute rubbish.

Mr COURT: I would much prefer the comt-
munications industry in this country to be in the
hands, of the private sector and not in the hands of
the State or the Federal Governments.

My next point relates to local content in the
equipment that this department will use. It
already has a great deal of very sophisticated
equipmnent and the Government hats put out a ten-
der to purchase more. As the Government has
such a large computing requirement and will be a
purchaser of much hardware and software. I
would like to think that it used its bargaining
power in this case to make sure that as much as
possible of the hardware, no matter how small,
and the components arc purchased from Western
Australian operations.

The Minister for Technology has given an
outline of this new department and what it will do.
In replying to the ministerial statement I have
taken the opportunity to sound a few warnings
about some of the quite horrendous things which
can occur when a department of this nature com-
piles so much information to which. by the very
nature of modern computing equipment. different
people have access. The Minister should have
highlighted the safeguards which will be used by
such a departmrent so that the public in Western
Australia can sleep a little easier knowing that Big
Brother is not putting them on a computer file.
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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND) BILL

In Commiltee

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.
The Chairman of committees (Mr Barnett) in the
Chair: Mr Brian Burke (Treasurer) in charge of
the Bill

Division 26: Crown Law, 521 825 090-

Progress was reported after Division 26 had
been partly considered.

htem 4: Services and Contracts-

Mr MENSAROS: Since the Estimates of Rev-
enue and Expenditure do not contain any detail. I
would be interested to know to what this item
refers. In particular. does it refer to private legal
practitioners being engaged by way of contract
perhaps by the Crown Law Department? If so,
what type of work would be carried out? If that is
not the case, what other contracts or services
might be involved?

Mr GRILL: "Services and Contracts" includes
expenditure under the categories of equipment
hire, payroll and cash security costs, data
processing charges for head office and other
sundry contracts and services.

I am told there is an increase of $29 027 and
that is due mainly to price increases, expansion of
the word processor system, and criminal injury
assessor's fees. I suppose that says indirectly that.
no, it is not fees for the employment of dutside
solicitors.

Item 9: Law Courts-

Mr MENSAROS: With all due respect to
judges and justices generally. I am a little eon-
cerncd that. as concern has been expressed by the
Opposition in many fields about the Government's
policy towards political appointments, that policy
may have been transferred to the judiciary, which
would be tragic.

I might be entirely wrong;. but t ask the Minis-
ter whether he knows how many Supreme Court
or District Court judges and stipendiary magis-
tratesi have been appointed on the
recommendation of this Government. and how
many, of those who have been appointed have not.
prior to their appointments, been members of the
Labor Lawyers' Association.

Mr GRILL: I cannot give the member the exact
figures. but I can assure him that the great bulk of
the judges who have been appointed have not been
members of the Labor Lawvers' Association, and
the same applies in respect of stipendiary magis-
trates. The appointments have been made strictly
on the basis of capability and very few appoint-

ments have been made from the category of people
known as the Labor Lawyers' Association.

Item 19: LegalI Services-

Mr MENSAROS: I was wrong in my assump-
tion that item 4 included expenditure in connec-
tion with hiring the services of private prac-
titioners and perhaps that expenditure is included
under this item. I also ask the Minister whether
this item has anything to do with any organised
legal aid services.

I know legal aid is a separate entity and it is not
really part of the Crown Law Department. I note
that the various sections of that department are.
according to th Budget papers, called "offices"*. I
would like to know whether the engagement of
private practitioners comes under this item and, if
not, what does.

Mr GRI LL: The notes I have before me seem to
pre:clude funds from this item going to the private
sector and would certainly preclude funds going to
the legal aid section.

Mr Mensaros: What about Aboriginal legal
aid? Is that covered by another portfolio?

Mr GRI LL: Yes. The note I have in front of me
in respect of the allocation under this item indi-
cates that it provides the funds to the various legal
sections. including Solicitor General, Crown Sol-
icitor, Crown Prosecutor, Parliamentary Counsel.
etc.. i hat is still a little unclear, but I think I can
fairly accurately answer the member's two specific
questions in the negative.

Division 26 put and passed.
Division 27: Corporate Affairs Office,

54 289 090-
Mr MENSAROS: Generally speaking. one

must be very complimentary about the Corporate
Affairs Office, particularly in respect of the pre-
vious Attorney General who, with officers of the
Crown Law, Department, took a great deal of tinie
to negotiate the drafting of the mirror legislation
and the agreement between the Attorneys General
of all States and the Commonwealth. if one speaks
to any of the Attorneys of any of the States. one
finds that they all acknowledge that Hon. Ian
Medcalf played a large part in those negotiations.
The agreement resulted in due acknowledgement
being given to the interlocking position of Corpor-
ate Affairs Offices throughout Australia. At the
same time, particularly as a result of the insistence
of Western Australia, the agreement takes into
account the individual positions and rights of indi-
vidual States.

As soon as this agreement was reached and the
legislation drafted, which I understood was an
enormous task, the Corporate Affairs Offices
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started to operate on that basis. However the cen-
tral Corporate Affairs Office in Melbourne
immediately took the attitude that centralisation
should occur in this area.

After I was given the responsibility 'or
shadowing the Attorney General's portfolio, I had
the privilege to be invited to the Melbourne Cor-
porate Affairs Office. I had a very amicable and
educational discussion with the then head of the
office, who I think has since retired. However,
despite the best of will displayed towards the
States it was clear that there was a definite. in-
deed overt, tendency towards centralisation.

In fact, the people concerned went so far as to
tell me that they would recommend to the At-torney General of the Commonwealth that all of
the Corporate Affairs Offices in Australia should
be more centralised, perhaps with the ultimate
objective of having only one office with branches
upon which the State Governments should not
have a nyinfluence.

The argument was that most of the large
companies which are involved in the work of the
Corporate Affairs Offices are interstate
companies. Almost all of them have their head
offices in Melbourne or Sydney and any of those
companies outside those two major cities are, in
most cases only adjuncts, daughter companies, or
branches of the principal.

H-owever, regardless of the location of the regis-
tration of a company, a great deal of economic
wealth is produced in Western Australia by big
companies. albeit they might be registered, for tax-
ation and other purposes, in different parts of
Australia. the lion's share of their operations is in
Western Australia. That is the position in respect
of many a big company. I refer particularly to
resource development companies: and the Govern-
ment's opinion in this respect-I am sure it is this
Government's opinion and it was certainly our
opinion when we were in Government-is thai
they should have their head offices in Western
Australia. I ndeed many of them do.

To a much lesser extent, small companies are
connected with Eastern States' interests and the
establishment of the Secondary Stock Exchange,
the operations of which parallel to some extent the
functions and activities of the Corporate Affairs
Office, proves that, even though we are a small
State in respect of population, many small
companies centre their activities entirely in West-
ern Australia.

The Government should have regard for that
situation, and, unless its policy is different from
what I understand it to be, it should ensure that

the centralisation of all Corporate Affairs Offices
does not proceed.

I do not think anything is wrong with the
present set-up. It works quite effectively and quite
well and I commend the Government particularly
on having found additional money to reorganise
and refurbish the Western Australian office so
that it can provide more services to the business
community in Western Australia.

Mr GRI LL: 1 simply indicate to the member for
Floreat that the centralising forces are always at
work within our community and it is a question of
where one draws the line in respect of their oper-
ation. The present Government would resist any
further attempts to centralise this area of corpor-
ate affairs.

Item 1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances-
Mr MacKINNON: Could the Minister explain

the al location for new appointments of $360 000?
It is a large item and I know some announcements
have been made with respect to the reorganisation
of the office, but I would appreciate the Minister
giving us an indication of what that provision is to
cover.

Mr GRILL: The increase of salaries and wages
under item I of $630 258 is due, firstly, to the full
effect of the 1983-84 salary increases:, secondly,

t he full effect of staff appointments in 1983-84;
thirdly, the provision for award increases for 1994-
85, and, fourthly, additional staff for 1984-85. I
do not have the number of those additional staff at
my fingertips, but I could find it out.

Mr MacKinnon: Yes, if the Minister would not
mind doing so.

Item 2: Other Staffing Costs-
Mr MacK INNON: What is the reason for the

increase in additional staffing costs? In round
terms it has increased from $192 000 to $245 000.

Mr GRILL: The 153 000 increase under this
item is due to the provision for increased payroll
tax and workers' compensation insurance pre-
miums. A $20 000 allocation has been made for
additional reorganisational expenses.

Item 4: Services and Contracts-
Mr MacKINNON: The Minister will see that

this item has increased significantly; in fact, it has
more than doubled from $237 000 to $513 000.
Could the Minister give us an explanation of this
large increase?.

Mr G R ILL: Yes; th is item will1 be very Strongly
supported by the Leader of the Opposition and, no
doubt, by the member for Floreat and the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition particularly, It entails
expenditure for data processing charges and
equipment.
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Dii ision 27 put and passed.

Ditision 28: Office of Titles, $6 157 009-
Mr MENSAROS: I want to mention two mat-

ters pertaining to the Office of Titles. One is that
as far as I understand, the draftsman for the Op-
position traditionally comes from the Office of
Titles and has been the deputy commissioner of
that office. We have last Mr Gardiner on account
of ill health. but I understand he has recovered. I
would like members to appreciate the work which
he did for the Opposition at the beginning of this
Parliament and I wish him all the best for his
recovery.

The present Parliamentary Draftsman, I think.
comes from a different office; I am not quite sure,
because he works part lime in two different Crown
Law Department connected offices. He is a very
young gentleman and consequently perhaps lacks
the experience which Mr Gardiner was able to
inject but this is more than counteracted by his
tremendous enthusiasni and dedication. The cur-
rent Parliamentary private members' Draftsman
(Mr Phil Jackson) is very eager. efficient and
quick to attend to any call; so I would like to place
on record my own and, no doubt, the Opposition's
appreciation for his services.

Nevertheless, of course, as services all around
the place improve, it would be not out of place to
mention that the services' that the Opposition
draftsman or the Government provide could also
improve, It is quite understandable and logical
that the draftsman for the Opposition should not
come up from the drafting office of the Crown
Law Departnient because that would lead to the
inevitability of exchange of views and to the relat-
ing of information, which would not be quite desir-
a ble.

By some device, without injuring the necessary
confidentiality of this work, at least the private
member's draftsman should be able to check cer-
tain problems with someone else, and check prob-
lenis not only on the basis of friendship, but also to
sonic extent officially.

It should be noted that besides the structure of
the Opposition which is the normal coalition struc-
ture. we have at least one independent member
and we also have different parties which do 1101

necessarily co-operate. Therefore, various differ-
ent amendments could be made to the same legis-
lation, and this could justify the point that the
opposition and private members generally should
have access to somewhat reinforced services.

The other matter I want to mention is in con-
nection with the Office of Titles primary services.
With modern computers-and we hear about
almost nothing else these days-it is time that

proper preparation is made for an all-inclusive
register of all land in Western Australia, It should
include besides freehold titles generally not only
Government-owned and held by Government de-
partments and instrumentalities, but also Crown
land vested in various arms of government, local
government or other instrumentalities, and also
perhaps unalienated Crown land, to some extent.
In this respect, if this system -were worked out on
computers it could be done in close co-operation
with the mapping section of the Mines Depart-
nient I know some endeavours were made to make
the whole land registration office under the Lands
and Surveys Department separate fromn the Office
of Titles. I am not quite sure where we should
start, but most positively there could be a register
which is united in sonic way so various individual
bodies could use the same computer system and
cross-references. I do not think the creation of a
mammoth department is necessarily an advantage,
but there would be a definite advantage in having
a modernised and quite comprehensive databank
in which it would be no problem to find any type
or category of land one might be looking for.

It is often the case today that an arm of Govern-
ment, be it a departnient or an instrumentality, is
not quite sure what sort of land it has available
and what sort of registers exist. I asked the Minis-
ter for Housing a question the other day about
State Housing Commission built-up property in a
small part of my electorate, the answer to which I
needed for practical purposes. He was unable to
give me an answer and said he could do so only
after lengthy research. I appreciate that, but it
highlights what I amn trying to point out-in this
day of computers it should not be the case that a
comparatively small entity like the Housing Comn-
niission does not have available to it at the flick of
a finger or the pressing of a few buttons, infor-
mation about what sort of properties it has in a
suburb which is about one-fifth or less of the
Floreat electorate.

Mr GRILL: I am happy to refer those pro-
cedural matters raised by the member to the At-
lorney General for some detailed consideration
and comment.

I would like to make one comment on my own
behalf. It scems strange to me that firstly the
Leader of the Opposition and then the member for
Floreat in supporting him brought forward those
types of procedural changes and half accusingly
indicated that in sonic way this Government is not
keeping up with the times and modern technology.
and is not using computers in the way they could
be used. This Government has been in office for
less than two years: computers have been around
for a very long period of time. I would have
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thought that if the use of this technology to any
greater degree than is being used now was such a
burning issue the Opposition would have made
some moves when in Government to introduce this
sort of technology. That is a question I might put
back on the Opposition's plate. I am happy to take
up the procedural questions raised by the member
and ask for a more considered reply from the
Attorney General.

Division 28 put and passed.

Division 29: Public Trust Office, $3 308 000-

Mr MENSAROS: Whatever comments the Op-
position makes about this or any other div-
ision-at least my comments-are in the interests
of better government. I am in the same situation
as the Minister just indicated-[ cannot under-
stand his attitude. He thinks the fact that we
advocate certain things for good government is
something untoward. I have not made a criticism:
I simply advocated something, and for him to ask
in reply why we did not do it when in Government
is not an answer. We have started these things: my
comments about the Titles Office resulted from
my knowledge emanating from lengthy nego-
tiations on these subjects when wve were in Govern-
ment. I emphasise that it is a matter of reminding
the Government how things could possibly be bet-
ter administered.

This is the aim with my only comment in con-
nection with the Ptiblic Trustee as well. I have no
criticism of him, but I think some device should be
found which would speed up generally the Public
Trustee's work. I do not think any member of this
Chamber who has considerable Service would not
have experienced his or her constituents
complaining, 'For heaven's sake, try to speed up
the proceedings of the Public Trustee because we
have an asset which we inherited and we are really
in need". Previously members wvould have received
complaints relating to the payment of probate and
other problems. My general experience, and I am
sure that of all other members, is that things move
very slowly, albeit the service is very courteous,
good and thorough. but it is definitely not speedy
enough.

That is becoming more and more important
today as she economy turns a little. Quite a large
number of young people have not experienced any-
thing. but ongoing inflation on a larger or smaller
scale, and consequently appreciating values. Every
asset has always appreciated in their life and ex-
perience. They never had the experience as did we
older members, of times in the economy when
assets depreciated. We have experienced this in
the last couple of years at least so far as real estate
ts concerned.

For the first time in at least 30 years, and even
then there was only a short period of stagnating
values, some types of real estate lost tremendously
in value. When we are subject to such economic
fluctuations it is more important that deceased
estates be administered with the greatest possible
speed.

Mr GRILL: While agreeing with the member's
comments I would point out that during this
session alone twvo Bills have been put through this
Chamber and the Legislative Council to stream-
line and clarify the law in respect of the
administration of probate. The last Bill related to
insolvent estates and it passed through the Parlia-
ment two weeks ago. So real steps are being taken
by this Government in relation to modifying,
streamlining, and clarifying the law. This Govern-
ment has, even at this stage, a particularly envi-
able record in respect of law reform. Previous
Governments, no matter what their ilk, have
talked long and loud about law reform, This
Government has reformed the law like no other
Government in the last couple of decades. It is an
enviable record, and something we need to carry
on.

Division 29 put and passed.

Division 30: Law Reform Commission,
3480 010-

Mr MENSAROS: I want to make a short com-
ment about the Law Reform Commission, the
work of which is quite commendable. Again, in an
endeavour to get better services all the time, I
think of all other sections of Crown Law connec-
ted offices the Law Reform Commission must ac-
quire a knowledge of comparative international
law so that it can compare the Statutes, regu-
lations. and rules generally in other Australian
States and countries in the Western world. That is
fairly important, but it is equally important to the
work of Parliament.

Obviously, members on the Government side of
the Chamber, particularly Ministers, have suf-
ficient staff and are able to look up matters if they
wish. However, in somec cases they must make
further research wvhich is necessary, but costly.
The same service is not available to members of
the Opposition and it would be a good idea if the
Government looked at the possibility of the Law
Reform Commission, or some other arm bf the
Crowvn Law Department, establishing an infor-
mation centre to enable members to have access to
Statutes. not only from other States and the Com-
monwealth Government. but also from other
countries. This information could also be made
available to legal offices at a prescribed fee. This
service should apply not only to Statutes, but also
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to more important regulations and jurisdictions
generally.

It is not something that is out of the question. I
knowv it would be costly, but we are recei ving more
and more services and it is a matter of preference
which service should take precedence.

Mvr GRILL: The comments made by the mem-
ber [or Floreat are not unworthwhile. Of course.
he would appreciate that there are two maj or
questions in relation to his suggestion. Firstly. the
parameters of the service-just how far,' in terms
of comparative international law, would the mem-
ber for Floreat like that service to so? Secondly, of
his own admission. the cost of the service is a
question that would need to be answered, and I do
not have that information with me.

Mr TRETI-OWAN: I ask the Minister why
there are two vacant positions in such a small staff
and wvhether, in fact, one of them represents a
shortage in staff, but in fact is a position which
has not been filled. If that is the case. I would have
thought that, because of the very tight nature of
the administration of the Law Reform Com-
mission, any shortage of staff within the comn-
mission would severely hamper its effective wvork.

Mr GRILL: I am not aware of any hampering
of the activities or work of the Law Reform Com-
mission. Unless the member can actually give me
some example-

Mr Trethowan: I understand there is a shortage
of secretarial staff.

Mr GRILL: I will check that out and let the
member know.

Division 30 put and passed.

Division 31: Legal Aid Commission.
$1 753000-

Mr MENSAROS: The Opposition is quite
happy-

Mr Tonkin: It does not look very happy, it looks
very gloomy.

Mr MENSAROS: -with the provision of this
Division and, in particular, with the fact that, due
to a large extent to the work undertaken by Hon.
[an Medcalf, the Legal Aid Commission was able
to maintain its State identity.

One can see from the figures in the Estimates
that the commission is financed largely by the
Commonwealth. Seventy-three per cent of the net
cost-that is. the cost incurred by the commission
after revenues have already been deducted-is
borne by the Commonwealth. I have not heard
anything to the contrary, but I understand there is
no interference in the operation of this commission
by the Commonwealth, and that is commendable.

The other point about which the Opposition is
happy is that 63 per cent of the total expenditure
goes towards private practitioners' fees. This is
necessary because it is much more important to
have private practitioners engaged. than to build
up a bureaucracy. It is not only good for those who
seek legal aid, but it is also very good for the
private practitioners.

Today one experiences a sad tendency where
there are specialists in every profession and every
trade. We do not see the old fashioned cabinet-
maker any more. His work now entails his making
one item of a piece of furniture in a mass pro-
duction situation.

The same thing applies with the medical pro-
fession. architects, engineers and the legal pro-
fession. Those people become expert in one field
and they have lost the general overview and gen-
eral knowledge of their profession. What they
learned at university, or at the place of their learn-
ing. is superseded day after day-more quickly
today than before. Unless they are engaged in
some sort of general practice they cannot call
themselves a lawyer, engineer, or medico, but their
title relates to their field of expertise.

If young private practitioners are engaged in the
Legal Aid Commission they are receiving some
experience in different fields of the law. I know
that the fees they are paid are not as high as if
they had their own practice.

Unless private practitioners are employed by
the Legal Aid Commission we "'ill reach the same
stage very rapidly in the field of law as we reached
in the field of dentistry. We have had the argu-
ment whether dental technicians serve the comn-
munity directly and we will reach the stage where
all lawyers will operate in a specialised field and a
similar problem might arise.

Division 31 put and passed.

Divisions 32 and 33- Probation and Parole Ser-
vice. $2 955 000; Government Stores.
$6 240 000-pol and passed.

Division 34: Government Printing Office,
$20 932 000-

Mr MENSAROS: I compliment the Govern-
ment Printer for the services he provides to Parlia-
ment House. and Government departments and
instrumentalities.

However, with the availability of modern
machinery I wonder why we do not have as good a
service as we received about 10 years ago.

We used to have Hansard on our desks on
Tuesdays, and it included the previous Thursday's
debates. This appears to be impossible now. With-
out becoming cynical, one wonders about the
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merit of all this modern equipment. What is the
good of it if the result is a lower standard of
service. I do not know the answer.

I know there are constant industrial problems,
but 1 do not think they are permanent. As 1 said, I
have very great respect for the Government
Printer, who does his job in a very businesslike
manner: so does his deputy. I must emphasise they
do anything asked of them. if one wants some-
thing special, it is done.

I am still at a loss to understand why, in spite of
the improvement. there has undoubtedly been a
deterioration in the speed of the service . When
one looks at weekly Hansard or the printed vol-
umes for some information, it is hard to establish
that they are any better today compared with
those some 10 or even five years ago.

Mr OLD. I endorse the remarks of the member
for Floreat. Might I point out that at this stage I
have not received a copy of the bound Hainsards
for 1983. Going back through 12 months to look
for a particular passage in Hansard becomes quite
an adventure.

It is very nice to be able to look through the
index and find out exactly when certain parts of a
debate took place, or when questions were asked
relating to certain factors. Apart from that, we do
not seem to have the same service today in the
indexes in weekly Hansard. In fact there is none.
Perhaps we could speed up the availability of
bound Hansards which are a very great asset to
anybody trying to do some research.

Division 34 puG and passed.

Division 35: Miscellaneous Services,
$136 143 000-

Points of Order
Mr CLARKO: I seek your clarification, Sir,

rather than raising a point of order. Between items
69 and 70 there is Surf Life Saving Association,
but no vote. In a situation where there is no vote, I
understand there is no debate.

Mr GRILL: I want to raise the question of
whether this particular section should be d bated
at this time. I am here to represent the Attorney
General. I do not have any responsibility as Minis-
ter representing the Minister for Budget Manage-
ment. Piobably it would be better to delay this
debate until the Treasurer can be here. He will
probably have the answers that members want.

Committee Resumed.

Therefore. I move-
Question put and passed.

Mr GRILL: I move-
That Divisions 36 and 37 be postponed.

Question put and passed.

Division 38: Prisons, $50 840 000-

Mr CLARKO: I shall be brief, as I understand
the problem experienced by the Minister
representing the Attorney General. 1 have been
recently given responsiblity as shadow Minister
for Prisons. On many occasions I have been
contacted in regard to matters and I have chosen
deliberately not to comment on them because I
was not keen to exacerbate the emotions and pub-
lic disquiet which went with certain things.

1 refer particularly to the Walker investigation
taking place in Fremantle, and the suicide which
took place in an Outlying prison. I have not
commented because I believe it is proper for the
inquiry to take place, and only after a decision has
been made would it be appropriate for someone in
my position to comment. I recognise these matters
tirc very difficult, and I am not keen to make any
political capital Out of that type of problem. I am
sure the Government will address the matter. If I
believe it is not addressing it properly. I will then
comment.

I am aware there is a deal of unhappiness
among certain members of the Prison Officers
Union because of the proposal to change the
classification of the Canning Vale Prison. The
classification of "low maximum" has been re-
moved.

There has been some allegation that the pris-
oners were in a sense downgraded. I was advised
by the Director of Prisons when I visited Canning
Vale that this was not so. The Prisons Department
had anticipated the change, and therefore it had
taken cognisance of the changeover. Certain pris-
oners, in the natural course of events, were about
to be downgraded to a lower security classifi-
cation. Despite that, prison officers are still con-
cerned at the removal of the armed guards from
the towers.

Time has yet to judge whether the additional
materials placed on the prison walls will be effec-
tive or not. I believe there will be a great deal of
community unhappiness which will support the
doubts and hesitancies of the prison officers if
there arc escapes which threaten the citizens of
our community.

Mr RUSHTON: Has the member any knowl-
edge of the future of Fremantle goal at this time?
Fremantle is changing its enviroment. Perhaps the
prison building will be used-it is going beyond its
useful life at the present time-for some other
purpose, and the facilities at Canning Vale will
replace it. It is of the utmost importance for all
concerned in the accommodation of prisoners.
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I am aware of what happens at Karnet, which is
in my electorate. I appreciate fully the progress
that has been made. Howvever, the issue of
Fremantle must be faced. I ask the Minister
whether he has any up-to-date knowledge of the
timetable for changes. when that prison will be
closed, and for what purpose it is intended to be
used.

I raise the question of the Canning Vale Prison
and its security arrangements. The prison is in my
electorate, and the Minister may or may not be
aware that I have had correspondence with the
Minister for Prisons about the security arrange-
ments at the prison. When I was made aware of
the changed security arrangements by the public
statements of the Minister. I approached him and
asked if 1, along with others, could have an inspec-
tion or a briefing on the changed arrangements. It
was my suggestion to the Minister for Prisons that
the people to be so briefed should include mem-
bers of Parliament, local councillors. and represen-
tatives of the local media.

There is concern among the community in Can-
ning Vale and adjacent areas that the changed
security arrangements, will place the community
at risk. The Minister's response was to invite
members of Parliament to a briefing on 2
November or thereabouts. Unfortunately, I could
not attend at the time as I was at a country tour-
ism conference in Mandurah with the Premier.
However, the Minister has arranged for a briefing
for me at a separate time, and I thank him for
that.

On my initial request, the Minister refused to
allow local councillors, progress association rep-
resentatives, or other community leaders to be
briefed by the prison officers. He also refused to
allow the Press to be involved.

I can understand the need for security at such a
prison, and I can understand the need to keep
cameras outside the area. However. I also under-
stand the need to ensure that the community is
Secure in the knowledge that every, possible step is
being taken to ensure the security of the people I
represent in this Parliament.

I condemn the Minister for Prisons for failing to
include community leaders and Press representa-
tives in the briefing. After all, why should I be any
better than a local councillor who has the same
sort of responsibility as I have in ensuring that the
people he represents locally are not put at risk?

The only option open to me is to the briefing
and. following the briefing, to call a meeting of
local councillors and the Press, to outline to them
my opinion of the security arrangements. I would
like the Minister for Transport to tell the Minister
for Prisons, as I have already done, that I am not

happy with the arrangements made by the Minis-
ter for Prisons. He made an error of judgment.

If the present security arrangements, as the
Minister states publicly, are in the best interests of
all concerned, what has he to hide? I do not think
he has anything to hide-

Mr Brian Burke: He is a very good Minister.

Mr MacKINNON: I have never denied that.
However, any Minister, no matter how good he is,
sometimes makes errors of judgment. In this in-
stance, the Minister for Prisons has made an error
of judgment. and I record publicly my objection to
his decision.

Mr GRILL: In relation to the comments made
by the member for Karrinyup. on behalf of the
Minister I can say that we appreciate that the
member has not run headlong into a debate about
the unfortunate deaths in Fremantle Prison and
the other prison. We thank him for that.

In the matter of the officers' concern about the
reclassification of Canning Vale Prison, by and
large it has been resolved, for the moment at least.

The third matter related to the removal of the
armed guards. All I can say is that the system
needs a trial and, echoing the member's remarks,
probably time will tell. Hopefully, the present
system wvill be successful. It is a forward step for
the community iF we do not require armed guards
on top of turrets presiding over prisoners, and that
sort of situation. In relation to the comments
made by the member for Dale, he is well aware of
the fact that the Government intends to move out
of Fremantle Prison as soon as possible. I do not
have a definitive timetable. I am not sure of the
best way to provide the member with the infor-
mation. I suspect that the best way might be for
him to put on notice a question to the Minister for
Prisons so that it may be answered properly. The
general situation remains the same.

In relation to the comments made by the Depu-
ty Leader of the Opposition. I am not fully aware
of the reasoning or the motivation behind the Min-
ister's declining to allow the local council mem-
bers and community groups to be briefed on the
security arrangements at Canning Vale Prison. I
suspect he has very good reasons, and I would like
to talk to him before I make any statement. I can
probably find out that information and give it to
the member in due course.

Mr MacKinnon: Thank you.

Item 1: Salaries. W~ages and Allowances-

Mr CLARKO: I accept that the Minister
representing the Minister for Prisons is not able to
make a comment in direct response to my point:
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but he would agree, when he looks down the job
titles that apply this year, and compares them with
those described last year. that there has been a
major change in the way the jobs have been
categorised? For example. in the second category,
he will see six deputy directors and assistant direc-
tors. He will notice that there is a big difference
between what was spent in 1983-
84-$146 505-compared with the estimate for
1984-85 of $264 000. That is an increase of
approximately $ 18 000. or nearly 80 per cent. I
take it that there have been alterations in the
categories, because when one looks at last year's
Estimates, I presume one would have to include
the second and third items recorded. which were
one deputy director and three assistant directors.
The department now has six staff at that level
instead of four.

Further down the list, one rinds that last year
there was one legal officer: this year we find a
legal officer, psychiatrist, psychologists, and medi-
cal orficers have been collected together: so the
increased allocations are not clear, If the Minister
for Transport is not in a position to make a com-
ment about that-I can understand his diffi-
culty-perhaps the Minister for Prisons might be
prepared to advise me more specirically of the new
arrangements for these people.

The sorts of things that interest me include the
allocation this year for 3 1 social workers and wel-
fare officers. Last year. if several lines were
collated, there were 33 people in those categori .es.
On the face of it, it appears there has been a fall of
two social wvorkers and welfare officers. Obviously
there would be a reason for that change.

I am not suggesting anything untoward in that;
but that is the sort of thing on which I would be
interested in receiving more detail to see if there is
a difference and whether, in fact, the Prisons De-
partment now has fewer social wvorkers and wel-
fare ofricers.

I further notice that there has been an increase
int Prisons Department staff from 1 263 last year
to 1 307 this year, an increase of 44 or about three
per cent. We should keep that in mind because we
have just gone through a situation where the union
concerned was worried about the demanning of
the towers, etc., at Canning Vale and the possible
decrease in the number of officers required at that
establishment. It seems to me that if the Govern-
ment had not made that change, the increase
would have been significantly higher.

So I have queries over the planning arrange-
ments that take place and the categorisation of the
various people employed. It does not seem as clear

this year as it was last year in terms of the specific
roles these people play in the prison service.

Mvr GRILL: As the member for Karrinyup will
appreciate, I do not have that sort of detail at my
fingertips and nor do the notes provided to me
contain that detail. I will pass on the member's
queries to the Attorney General so that he may
supply some definitive answers,

Division 38 put and passed.
Mr GRILL: Mr Deputy Chairman, I have been

under the impression that the Treasurer was to
handle Divisions 35 to 37, but the responsibility is
devolving onto me and I no"' have the notes for
those Divisions. Therefore. I move-

That consideration of Divisions 35 to 37 be
now taken.

Question put and passed.
Division 35: Miscellaneous Serices.

$136 143 900-
Item 2: Anzae Day Trust-
Mr COWAN: I take this opportunity to bring

to the Government's notice the fact that for some
time now the Western Australian Football League
has been making approaches to the Government
for financial support for a restructuring of that
league, with particular emphasis on the capital
necssa ry for groundworks.

It is also noteworthy that the Anzac Day Trust
is covered by an Act which requires various sport-
ing bodies, including the WAFL, to submit to the
trust a portion of the funds they take in the form
of gate money at sporting functions held on Anzac
Day.

Over the last two years, the WAFL has avoided
its obligations by' not having a football fixture on
Anzac Day and it has therefore avoided any con-
tribution to the trust. Fair should be fair. The
WAFL has gone to the State Government to seek
financial assistance, and I think it is about time
that the Government used its influence and said to
the WAFL that it was time it pulled itself into
gear. provided for an Anzac Day match for the
public, and made a contribution to the trust.

Mr GRILL: I have taken note of the member's
comments and I wvill ask the Minister for Budget
Management to look into the matter.

Item 3: Apex Club of Derby-

Mr MacKINNON: The allocation here is
S4 000. No other Apex Club in WA is to receive
an allocation, and while this must be for good
reason, I would like the Minister to indicate what
his notes have to say about this allocation.

Mr GRILL: My notes indicate that in
September. the Victorian section of the Royal Fly-
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ing Doctor Service launched an appeal to raise
funds to purchase an aircraft in conjunction with
its 50th anniversary. This appeal took place at a
function at Derby and the Government agreed to
provide a donation of this amount towards the cost
of an aircraft. It is a one-off donation-probably
made by the Premier when he wvas in town.

Item 16: Catholic Care for Intellectually Handi-
capped Persons-

Mr MacKINNON: This is the first time this
item has been listed and it provides for a donation
of $25 000.

M r Brian Burke: A very good cause.
Mr MacKINNON: It may well be. I would like

the Minister to refer to his notes for an expla-
nation of this item.

Mr GRILL: My notes indicate that provision is
made in 1984-85 for a grant of $25 000 as a con-
tribution towards the salary for an administrator.
The organisation conducts a range of support pro-
grammes for approximately 300 handicapped per-
sons and their families as well as providing moral
and spiritual guidance for its members. It is
indicated that these programmes will be expanded
by establishing a residential facility in Hamersley
for seven mildly intellectually handicapped adults
in order that they might be introduced to and bc
prepared for independent living. As the activities
of the organisation are worthwhile, a provision for
a grant of $25 000 has been made for 1984-85.

Those comments appear to be slightly contra-
dictory, but I think they explain the allocation.

Item 24: Communicare-
Mr MacKINNON: Conimunicare is a com-

munity-based welfare organisation currently
located in Bentley, having previously been located
in my electorate in Riverton. The group's support
base comprises local service clubs as well as
churches. The initial $5 000 allocation was made
last year after I took a deputation from
Communicare to see the Minister for Youth and
Community Services. At the time, the organis-
ation was in very poor shape and had run into
troubled times. I was pleased the Government
provided that initial grant of $5 000. The group i s
still working its way out of trouble, so I am
pleased the Government has agreed to continue its
commitment this year.

Therefore, on behalf of Communicare and the
people it services. I thank the Government for this
continued support.

Item 28: Diabetic Association of WA-

Mr RUSH-TON: This association has received
just $500 this year compared with $5 700 last
year. We all recognise the work the association

does for so many people: it raises a large amount
of money to help those people. Could the Minister
explain this large reduction?

Mr GRILL: The allocation has been reduced
because the organisation has purchased its own
headquarters, and the bulk of the $5 700 pre-
viously allocated was really a subsidy for rent for
the premises it occupied previously.

Item 30: East Timor Association in Western
Australia-

Mr PETER JONES: I ask the Minister: Why
are we as taxpayers supporting this body? What is
the basis on which funds are being continued to be
allocated to what I consider to be an undesirable
group within our community? Is there a particular
reason for this? Would the Minister care to advise
why the Government considers these people
worthy of support when a considerable number of
other bodies have not received any funds?

Mr Clarko: The Afghans!
Mr GRI LL: The donation in this Case is exactly

the same as the donation made last year. The
amount of $2 000 represents the cost of accommo-
dation provided by the Public Works Department.
I am not here to make value judgments on behalf
of the Government. I suppose if we went through
the list of charities enumerated here we would be
in a fair bit of confusion as to which ones should or
should not be there. I suspect that while this or-
ganisation receives a degree of support within our
community, it is probably not the sort of organis-
ation which would be supported by the Opposition,
but there is a degree of support for such an
organisation within our community and as such, it
has been honoured, albeit, fairly minimally.

Mr PETER JONES: The Minister raised the
point that many approaches are made to the
Government. or words to that effect, and he is
right. Perhaps it is a good time to make the point
that we accept the fact that no Government can
accept everything that is asked of it, but in this
case here is a group-and I accept that the de-
cision was not made by the Minister handling this
matter-the allocation for which falls within the
definition of grants being honoured by the Minis-
ter. and it is the same allocation as that group
received last year. The very fact that group
received anything is an acknowledgment that it is.
in the eyes of the Government, creditable and
worthy of recognition in this way.

One of the reasons that I rose to make these
comments is that I have approached the Minister
for Budget Management on behalf of two groups,
one relating to regional development, the south
central regional development council wvhich asked
for $3 000. It last received $3000 in 1977 and
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used that money for meetings. That allocation has
been denied, yet a body such as this group is
receiving assistance.

I accept, and I repeat, that we do not expect all
the applications that are made to Government to.
be accepted. but in my view, the East Timor As-
sociation is to receive $2 000 more than it should
receive; more particularly, it should not be
recognised by the Government in the way that it
has been recognised.

M r GR I LL: I have j ust been informed t ha t t he
East Timor Association is not a political organis-
ation. The Opposition is probably labouring under
the view that is is a political organisation. My
information is that this organisation exists only to
effect certain family reunions from people who
have become refugees.

Mr Brian Burke: It is a welfare organisation.
You are thinking it is a political organisation.

Mr Peter Jones: I withdraw my remarks if that
is so. Perhaps the item needed more clarification.

Mr Parker: There is another organisation with a
similar name.

Mr Brian Burke: The other'one is called the
Friends of East Timor.

Mr Peter Jones: I am not one of those. I accept
the Minister's explanation.

Item 3 1: Emergency Water Rescue Services-

Mr CLARKO: Last year an amount of $37 400
was allocated and about $33 000 was spent. I
would appreciate the Minister advising me why
that might have happened. I notice a very signifi-
cant increase of approximately $72 000 this year
on last yeafs expenditure. Precisely what is the
Emergency Water Rescue Services? I am particu-
larly keen to know whether in any way it relates to
or includes the Whitfords Volunteer Sea Rescue
Group Inc. which does a great deal of very good
work in the area adjacent to my electorate.

Mr GRILL: The increase this year is $72 041.
Provision is made to increase the previous level of
assistance to S5 000 per service, in the 1984-85
year, pending the determination of the revised
form of assistance for 1985-86. In addition, the
increase reflects higher insurance charges, claims
not made in 1983-84. and additional claims for
new services expected to commence in )984-85. In
1975-76 the Government agreed to assist volun-
tary water rescue services at coastal resorts by the
payment of grants to encourage voluntary organis-
ations. to liaise with local authorities, the police
and the Marine and H-arbours Department.
Grants allocated were previously based upon.
firstly an operation grant on a dollar for dollar
basis with private fund raising to a maximum of

$2 000 a year and, secondly, an equipment grant
to a maximum of $) 000. In the 1978-79 Budget
the State also agreed to meet the costs of insuring
the boats and equipment owned by group mem-
bers when called out at the request of the police.
The cost of the cover for 1984-85 is expected to be
$3 000. Rescue services are now operating at
Albany. Cockburn, Esperance. Exmnouth,
Fremantle, Whitfords, Mandurah, Dampier,
Peaceful Bay, Cape Nastra and Rockingham; so,
yes, this includes the rescue service to which the
member is referring, and the allocation was made
in recognition of the great job that group is doing.

Mr CLARKO: I thank the Minister for provid-
ing mc with that information and the fact that
the Estimates provide finance for these distinct
groups, and that they provide within that allo-
cation money for the Whitfords Volunteer Sea
Rescue Group. I commend the Government for
granting this considerable increase in money.
However, I -inform the Minister that there is
probably a need for even more money. I would like
to go on record as saying that the increa se the
Government granted this year is highly commend-
able, but much more money is needed. In Western
Australia, particularly in the metropolitan area,
with the percentage of population that exists
there-I think it is nearly I million out of the 1.4
million people in the whole of WA-we live in a
situation where the people are overwhelmingly
sealocked. Virtually everybody is within reach of
the ocean. Huge numbers of people go to the
ocean for recreational purposes. More and more
people are going out into the ocean in stnall boats.
There is a greater, genuine demand to help these
people.

In the time the present Government has been in
office the rescue service has continued with the
work that was carried out prcviously. I think per-
haps the member for Dale was associated with this
matter, when we began to take more and more
interest in the safety of boats which went to sea.
Remember the inspectors who on certain holiday
weekends caused a great deal of confusion to the
people who were trying to head out of the Swan
River into the Indian Ocean and perhaps to
Rotinest;, although they caused a deal of problems,
it was certainly worth it. Once one gets to the
stage of being beyond Rottnest and something
goes wrong it is very important that somebody is
close at hand who can rescue one. Both this
Government and the previous Government have
begun to face up to this problem, but really an
allocation of $ 100 000 is nowhere near enough to
be spread among-I think the Minister
quoted-about eight organisations. I have not
metricated myself and I do not intend to, but there

(1311
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are approximately 12 000 miles of Western
Australian coastline and it is very important that
the Government plays its part in this matter be-
cause really it is a responsibility that should be in
the hands of Government in association with those
lovers of the sea who are prepared to put their
time into this matter. They should not be required
to put their money in as well.

I am not able to speak for the Surf Life Saving
Association on this item, but it experienced a simni-
lar sort of situation. Governments have long
recognised the need to support that association,
but Governments should really support it a bit
more. That is not meant to be a carping criticism.
My intention is to encourage the Government
when it reaches this item next year in its Budget
preparation to significantly increase the amount of
money allocated to this association.

Mr GRILL: We have granted them some other
Financial relief with registration fees for their
boats. This year we have indicated that any craft
that are engaged in rescue activities will be
exempt from registration fees. That is another
benefit that has been provided to those people. As
I have indicated, the situation is under review and
next year there will be a different basis for
funding.

item 34: Good Samaritan Industries-
Mr RUSHTON: This matter raised my interest

because of the drop in funding. We all recognise
the good work that is done by this organisation.
This organisation looks after handicapped people
who are able to make a positive contribution and it
helps them to generate an income. It needs some
encouragement.

Mr GRILL: A decrease of 550 000 in the grant
for this organisation. has occurred this year. The
decrease reflects the special grant that was made
to the organisation last year because it had run
into severe liquidity problems. Last year's grant
was a special one-off.

Item 35: Grace Vaughan Memorial Lecture-
Mr CLARKO: I was interested to hear the

Treasurer's aside in regard to the item which dealt
with Catholic care for intellectually handicapped
persons. That is a new item, and I support the
Treasurer when he says it is an excellent one. I
support any assistance for any intellectually
handicapped persons, whether they be Catholic or
from any other group. I think that is highly desir-
able. However, I do not have the same sort of
feeling about this item.

Despite the fact that 1, and every member of
this House, had a warm affection for Grace and
appreciated her personality when she was in this
Parliament-apart from the contribution she

made as a legislator-I would appreciate the Min-
ister explaining the reason the Government has
decided to allocate this money to her memorial
lecture. Is it a one-off arrangement?

It may be an item of social welfare, of which I
think Grace was the world president. If it is
designed to increase the general knowledge and
understanding of the community of such matters,
that would be of importance to our community.

However, it may be like the Robert Menzies
Memorial Lecture which my party runs and which
has a Liberal menmber, or someone of that per-
suasion, make an address. Andrew Peacock gave
the first address. If it is of that nature I would not
want the public to be sponsoring it. Perhaps the
Minister can qualify the nature of this item.

Mr GRILL: G3race Vaughan was a person of
some standing within our community. She was a
person who probably had higher standing within
the community of women. Her interests were
much wider than those of simply pure politics; she
was not a narrow person, she was a person of a
broad view. She had many interests, and in many
respects her political interests were peripheral to
her interests, firstly as a woman, and secondly as a
social scientist.

The money which has been allocated will be for
three years only.

Mr Clarko: You are to allocate for each of the
three years and then it would terminate?

Mr GRILL: It would terminate at the end of
those years. An honorarium of $500 will be paid,
plus a return air fare and one night's accommo-
dation, costing about $2 000, to enable someone to
deliver a lecture.

Mr Clarko: I will be interested in the subject
titles.

Item 45: National Information Technology Com-
mittee-

Mr PETER JONES: This item appears for the
first time. Can the Minister tell us what this item
is for and the reason it is worth $10000 of the
taxpayers' money?

Mr GRILL: My notes indicate that this grant is
a contribution towards the cost of conducting an
information technology month in August 1984.
The committee is an organisation sponsored by the
Commonwealth Department of Science and Tech-
nology and the Australian Computer Society to
promote the use and understanding of information
technology throughout the community. The activi-
ties of the committee are worthwhile and of sig-
nificant benefit to Western Australia.

Mr PETER JONES: Why would that item ap-
pear here instead of under the normal activities of
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the department concerned, or the various tech-
nology bodies which are receiving funding for the
promotion of the same matters?

I understand the Minister will not be able to
answer that query;, I just wanted to make the
comment that it has appeared here, when we have
already voted millions for exactly that purpose in
the department related directly to technology.

Mr GRILL: I can only suggest to the member
that this is an accommodation of a couple of or-
ganisations, one being private. The allocation for
items under this part do not all go to charitable
bodies, and the member would appreciate that
fact. We have just dealt with an item in relation to
marine and harbours and have made an allocation
in the Budget for safety, and so on for various
voluntary groups. I think that is part of the philos-
ophy behind this.

Item 48: Ngal-a Home-
Mr RUSHTON: There has been a one-quarter

reduction for this item. I could not imagine that
Ngal-a would need less funds. Can the Minister
indicate the reason for the reduction, because
this institution has to keep up with the cost of
inflation.

A dramatic change must have taken place to
warrant such a reduction. I would like to know
whether this is a continuing thing, especially when
Ngal-a is meeting the needs of the community,
and will continue to meet the community's needs.

Mr TRETHOWAN: Ngal-a Home does a par-
ticularly important job in our community, particu-
larly in relation to the training of mothereraft
nurses. I cannot imagine why there has been such
a major reduction in its allocation. Has there been
a reduction in the demand For services?

Mr GRILL: The major reason for the cut in
funds seems to be that Ngal-a has quite a
substantial amount of accumulated funds. IL holds
nearly $1 million in its number 2 account. It does
not appear the home is short of funds.

Ngal-a is primarily an institution for the shelter
of unmarried mothers and for babies. However,
that purpose has changed because of the change of
community attitudes. The organisation is now
moving towards offering care, accommodation and
assistance to single parents and their families.

The member for East Melville is quite correct.
The institution is also a training school for
mothercraft nurses and child health sisters.

Mr RUSHTON: Obviously that reserve ac-
count has been set up for a special purpose. 1
would not like to think that the Government had
reduced the home's allocation because of the funds
held in that account. Those funds may be being

held for a specific purpose such as For a building
programme or for some other contingent liability.
The Government should not consider reducing al-
locations just to make Budgets work because or-
ganisations hold funds in reserve accounts.

Mr GRI LL: There is no indication in the notes I
have in front of me that the reserve account is
earmarked for any particular purpose. I cannot
take the matter any further than that.

Item SO1: Paraplegic-Quadriplegic Association of
WA -

Mr RUSHTON: This is a very important item.
Can the Minister explain why this item has been
reduced by about 25 per cent? This organisation
does work which is vital and necessary, and it
deserves a tremendous amount of credit for what
it does. Organisations such as this could not sur-
vive without the funds provided by the Govern-
ment. I hope this is not another reserve account
which has allowed the Government to pare its
allocation.

M r G R ILL: The decrease of $99 000 does not
represent any diminishing role of the organisation
or of the regard that the Government has for the
organisation. It represents the fact that there has
been a transfer of responsibility for the operation
of the Independent Living Centre from the associ-
ation to the Health Department. That transfer
took place at the request of the organisation.

Item 52: Pregnancy Help-
Mr PETER JONES: I understand this is a new

item. It seems that, although an allocation was
made in the previous financial year, it did not
appear in the Estimates. How will the amount of
$ 10 000 help me as a taxpayer?

Mr GRILL: Pregnancy Help operates as a unit
of Centre Care. The organisation is currently
undertaking steps leading to the incorporation and
establishment of its own board of management. In
1983-84, the Government agreed to provide an
annual grant of $3 000 towards the organisation's
operating costs.

In view of the organisation's valuable work, pro-
vision has been made to increase the annual level
of assistance to $10 000.

Mr Peter Jones: So the Government is helping a
private organisation?

Mr GR ILL: Yes.
Item 63: St. John Ambulance Brigade-
Mr RUSHTON: This organisation does

tremendous work and has 2 000 or 3 000 volun-
teers involved in its operation. I take this oppor-
tunity to praise the people who give us such a
wonderful service. Regrettably, under the previous
item, the St. John Ambulance Association has not
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had any money allocated to it. I suppose that item
appears under the Health Division.

The amount allocated to the brigade represents
a slight increase over last year~s allocation. That
increase is only minimal.

Mr GRILL: The St. John Ambulance Associ-
ation now appears under the estimates [or the
Department of Health.

Item 70: Symposium on Mixing in Stratified
Fluids-

Mr PETER JONES: Exactly what is the Sym-
posium on Mixing in Stratified Fluids?

Mr GRILL: The symposium is to be held at
Yallingup in August 1985. It will deal with the
transfer of mass and momentum in oceans and
lakes with the results finding application in the
offshore design management and in water quality
management of estuaries and their surrounding
environment.

Attendance at the symposium will be by invi-
tation only with 40 to 50 participants expected.
There will be five guest speakers,

Mr Peter Jones: Is it an international or
national convention which we are supporting?

Mr GRILL: I cannot say whether it is inter-
national or national. It sounds to me as if it is
national, but I am not sure.

Item 75: WA Community Law Centres Group-

M r C LA RKO: A new i tem of $ 20 000 has been
allocated to the WA Community Law Centres
Group. Can the Minister describe the function and
role of this body and why it has been decided to
make this allocation to it?

Mr GRILL: There are six such centres in West-
ern Australia at the moment. Their aim is to pro-
vide disadvantaged people with access to
adequate legal services.

Item 82: Western Australian Symphony Orches-
tra -

Mr PETER JONES: The annual allocation to
the Western Australian Symphony Orchestra has
been a difficult issue for successive Governments
for some time. It is a difficult area largely because
this orchestra is controlled, or at least heavily
influenced from outside the State. In the past
there was a local advisory committee and I think
that still operates. The orchestra spends much of
its time in Western Australia recording pro-
grammes and working within the studios of the
ABC rather than spending as much time as the
previous Government-and I have no doubt this
Government also-would have liked it to be avail-
able for touring the State.

In recent years the orchestra travelled to the
north of the State but it visited only the Pilbara
even though it was asked to go to the Kimberley.
The players and those involved in the
administration of the orchestra in ihe Eastern
States said that it was not possible to extend the
trip because of union regulations and requirements
under which members of the orchestra had to have
a certain number of days Off after they had played
for a specific number of hours and performances.
Consideration was given at that time to
discontinuing the State's support for the orchestra
unless the State received more support from the
orchestra with regard to performances in Western
Australia.

The allocation not only has been increased, but
has been increased considerably from the allo-
cation in previous years. Does the Government
share the concern which was expressed in previous
years with regard to the availability of this orches-
tra to play for Western Australians on more oc-
casions than it has in the past? Also, has the
Government been able. by using the lever of its
funding, to extract from those who administer the
Western Australian Symphony Orchestra a more
compatible and sympathetic approach to what is
required in this State as opposed to the orchestra
continuing to be administered in accordance with
policy directions from Sydney?

Mr GRILL: I share the sentiments of the mem-
ber for Narrogin. I cannot give a detailed answer
at this stage but I will obtain the information for
him.

Item 84: Bicycle Policy Special Proj-
ect -Cotribution to Trust Fund -

Mr COWAN: I am very interested in this item
and the contribution to the trust Fund. The Minis-
ter will be aware that there has been some public
agitation for a bicycle education programme simi-
lar to the vacation swimming classes held each
year.

I would be interested to know precisely what the
trust fund is used for. Is it for cycleways or for
other purposes? To which local authorities has
that money been paid in the past?

Mr CLARKO:. Most members of Parliament
would acknowledge the tremendous increase in the
number Of cycleways, at least in the Perth metro-
politan area. It is an obvious indication of the
increasing use of cycleways. I assume that funds
for cycleways come not only from areas such as
this but also from other allocations, some possibly
from the Federal Government. I remember the
dark days of the Whitlarn era when the Govern-
ment tried to reduce unemployment through the
RED scheme. Much of the money was used for
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laying concrete slab footpaths because the work
could be undertaken by people with low skills in
that field. The people employed may have been
skilled in other areas but not in that area.

I remember when I was a Councillor of the City
of Stirling talking to one of the officers one day
and he asked me whether I could spend $100000
in my ward. 1 said I could and some of that money
went into retaining walls along the beach
front-some of which were not done very
well-and much of the money went towards the
laying of footpaths.

I understand that Federal Government money
could be available to start projects such as this. It
is very exciting to note that the allocation this year
is $75 000 more than the expenditure for last year
and $1 25 000 more than the vote of last year. I am
sure that the people who ride bicycles very much
appreciate the Government's actions in this area,

I am interested in following up the member for
Merredinfs comments with regard to a lady who
has been pressing for a programme of cycle safety
comparable to the school swimming programme. I
have written to the National Safety Council and
asked for information on this. I had received a
circular letter from her which no doubt has been
Sent to every member of Parliament.

I would be interested to know whether the
Government will be providing more kilometres of
cycleways and how the scheme for the metropoli-
tan area is put together in a comprehensive way. I
suggest that if we look at that question and also
the matter of cycle safety, we shall make a
valuable contribution to the community.

Mr RUSHTON: This matter is of vital interest
to me. When I was Minister for Urban Develop-
nment and Town Planning this programme was put
together in committee form and the strategy at
that time was for the Government to make a con-
tribution which was increased from time to time.
The local government authorities had the prime
responsibility for carrrying out the tasks and the
State Government carried out one-up operations,
for example. the crossings over the Causeway and
the Narrows Bridge. It also undertook major proj-
ects. Unless the policy has changed. this money
has been devoted to specific items of development
in this one area, rather than on administration.
Administration in this area was fairly minimal
and studies carried out were mainly to cost proj-
ects. A consultant has been appointed who was
previously employed in the department of the Di-
recuir General of Transport. He is in charge of
this special task and is a most competent officer. I
query for what purpose the Government is making
increasingly large contributions. The previous

strategy was basically for local authorities to as-
sume responsibility for the implementation of this
work. That makes better sense than the State
Government's taking this over and it would cost
millions of dollars if the State Government did so.
It would he a very sound policy for this work to be
carried out in co-operation with local government
where most of the benefits will be felt.

1 ask the Minister to indicate what the $375 000
will be used for this year and to confirm the gen-
eral strategy of an educational programme; a co-
ordinated development with local government par-
ticipation; the use of some of the funds from the
Commonwealth for employment schemes devoted
to this sort of programme; and to give a reasonable
time limit and a broad outline of progress and
details of what this money will be spent on.

Mr GRILL: I !:hall reply to the last speaker
first. There has not been any basic change in phil-
osophy in relation to bicycle planning. However,
last year or early this year, the Minister for Local
Government and I set up a special task force to
put together a comprehensive plan for bicycles
within the metropolitan area. That plan is
progressing very well and I think the member For
Dale is aware of it.

As the member for Karrinyup indicated, much
of the funding for various cycleways comes from
the Commonwealth under the JOLOR pro-
gramme and many of the local authorities around
Western Australia have taken advantage of that
programme to construct cycleways.

In respect of the present funds under consider-
ation, there has been an increase of $75 000 this
year which provides for an additional contribution
for the bicycle policy special project fund, to en-
able a higher level of programme activity during
1984-85, including the preparation of the Perth
bicyclc plan, to which I referred a couple of min-
utes ago.

By way of further detail, I indicate that Cabinet
decided on 29 March 19S2-that is under the
previous Government-that funds be made avail-
able on a continuous basis for the implementation
Ofra bicycle policy.

In the past three financial years a total of
5700 000 has been transferred into the bicycle pol-
icy special project fund for exclusive application to
the bicycle policy. Those funds are applied to
special bicycle projects undertaken by the Govern-
ment. the cost of secondment of any staff required,
and other associated works. Funds for this Project
were previously provided from the community
sports facilities fund.

Mr RUSHTON: We were asking really where
the $375 000 was going this year. Could the Min-
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ister let us have that information, so that we know
what the programme is? Obviously some of the
money will be spent on consultants' costs, but
much of it would go to specific items. For
example, a certain amount would be going to
A rmadale and other a reas.

Mr Grill: Do you want a breakdown of the
details?

Mr RUSHTON: Yes, of the large items.

Mr GRILL: I am quite happy to do that, but it
would be a detailed statement.

Mr Rushton: Could you let us have a copy of
that?

Mr GRILL: Yes; I shall ascertain whether we
can get that information together for the member.
However, it is no different from the policy which
the member for Dale administered.

Mr Rushton: This year there will be various
items in the programme and we would like to
know where the money is going.

Item 86: Community Sporting Facili-
lies -Contribution to Truss Fund-

Mr TRETHOWAN: At least part of the
answer to my query was included in the Minister's
last reply. Why has there been such a significant
reduction in the community sporting facilities
contribution to trust fund?

In his reply, the Minister mentioned that at
least part of that had gone to the bicycle policy
special project, but there has certainly been a very
significant drop in the allocation and I wanted to
know the reason behind it. Sporting facilities are
of great importance to many areas of the State,
although fortunately now there are some very
good sporting facilities operated by local
authorities throughout Western Australia. How-
ever, there is always the need for development of
further sporting facilities in those areas which are
not yet serviced.

Mr GRILL: I shall have to obtain the infor-
mation for the member for East Melville. Apart
from the partial answer I have given, there is no
specific advice within my notes.

Mr PETER JONES: The Minister said that he
does not have the reason for the reduction in his
notes.

MrT Grill: That is right.

Mr PETER JONES: Do his notes indicate how
the $3.6 million will be spent?

Mr GRILL: Yes. The allocation for 1984-85
includes provision for $674 000 to meet the State's
one-third share of the costs of additional com-
munity facilities at Kunnunurra in accordance
with the Argyle diamond trust agreement.

In addition, $500 000 has been included for a
special grant to the Shire of Roebourrie for the
development of a community recreation facility at
Wickham in accordance with the normalisation
programme.

The balance of $2.5 million will enable the
Government to respond to the large number of
applications received from local authorities and
community groups. If the member wants a break-
down of that, I will have to obtain the information
and provide it to him by letter.

Mr PETER JONES: I wanted to draw atten-
tion to the reduction in funding. This debate pro-
vides the opportunity to place on record the con-
cern which is starting to be felt regarding the
availability of funds for community recreational
facilities outside the metropolitan area.

In recent weeks in Albany, and yesterday in the
eastern goldfields, the point was made to me that
the amount of money being made available on a
regional basis for these facilities is diminishing. I
know that is true, and the Minister will be more
aware of the position than am 1. Certainly I fol-
lowed up the position in Albany and, in respect of
the region served by the town, I found the com-
ment to be correct.

This method of providing funding to support
local government authorities to enable the pro-
vision of facilities for community sporting groups
is very good. It is a scheme which has been in
operation for approximately eight or nine years
and it has done a tremendous job in enabling the
provision of facilities to these groups which would
not normally be available.

I opened one such facility last week which
would not have been constructed had it not been
for a contribution committed by the previous
Government. That facility was completed in re-
cent months.

Currently the concern which is felt has been
exacerbated by the announcement that the
Government will commit approximately $18
million to $20 million to a specialist facility to be
constructed in Perth. This is a notional concept
which was rejected by the previous Government on
the advice of the advisory committee set up to
advise the Government on the distribution of
funding for these purposes. The proposition was
rejected completely and, as the Minister for Sport
and Recreation mentioned the other night, the
Government received a report in 1978
recommending the establishment of a specialist
facility in Perth, but that recommendation was
rejected by the previous Government, whereas the
present Government has accepted it.
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I suppose one should not wonder at that, be-
cause the author of the 1978 report is the Govern-
ment's adviser on these matters.

I place on record my opposition to what is being
proposed. Not only will it milk funds which could
otherwise be used For the provision of facilities on
a much broader base than will be the case as a
result of this decision, but also the concept does
not have the support of all of the sporting groups
in the State-that is, the various sporting
associations and groups-although it does have
the support of some of them.

A further objection is that the provision of this
specialist facility will not result in the most ef-
ficient use of public funds. In my view, and cer-
tainly in the view of the previous Government,
taxpayers' funds, which are used for this purpose.
should be distributed in a way that encourages the
greatest possible participation. A specialist facility
such as that which is proposed, clearly from the
furore which has been prompted by the announce-
ment, certainly was not well thought out, nor was
it well planned because the local authority in
whose area the facility is to be built was not even
told about it.

Now if they want support, those responsible for
this matter must go back to square one and start
to develop their concept, talk to the bodies
involved, appoint committees to carry out things
like environmental studies, and deal with traffic
flow problems, and a whole range of items in con-
nection with the Nedlands City Council and the
Main Roads Department-it had not been told
about it at all-in an area which the Main Roads
Department had already identified as having
major traffic flow problems.

In that situation I suggest to the Minister, but
More particularly I place on record the fact, that I
personally disagree very much with the commit-
ment of this amount of funding for a purpose
which is not in the best interests of the broadest or
greatest number of people in this State, particu-
larly if it means a reduction in the amount of
funding which is going to be placed in the com-
munity sporting facilities fund, but especially
when an announcement is made which has not
been cleared with the various bodies concerned. In
this case-and I realise it is not within the Minis-
ter's responsibility-it involved not letting one of
his own departments know anything about it what-
soever. It can be described only as a commitment
which was very stupidly made, very poorly
researched in the first instance, and one for which
the greatest number of people in this State will in
fact end up paying because they will not only have
to provide some funding to do it, but also they will
be denied athletic funding which they had a

chance of getting in order to support this Shangri-
Ia.

I temn 87: Local Authorities Assistance
Fund -Contrlb ution -

Mr TRETHOWAN: I ask the Minister why the
very significant drop in funding has occurred in
regard to the local authorities assistance fund con-
tribution and whether that has been related to
either items 88 or 86 because there is no apparent
reason for the tremendous drop from $383 000 to
$79 000.?

Mr GRILL: The decrease is substantial, but it
reflects ongoing Government policy. It is as a re-
suit of the increased share of Commonwealth rev-
enue being pafid to local authorities. I think the
decision was originally made in 1981 to cut back
on that spending and that cutback has been
occurring on a gradual basis since then.

Item 88: Regional Cultural Facilities-
Contribution to Trust Fund-

Mr COWAN: This appears to be a new trust
fund established by the Government. I wonder if
the Minister's notes have any indication as to how
the local authorities will become eligible for the
funds from that trust and what the criteria will
be?

Mr GRILL: As insufficient funds were avail-
able in the trust funds to meet commitments, no
provision was made in 1983-84. In 1978-79 the
Government agreed to assist towards the costs in-
curred by local authorities in developing regional
cultural facilities, the State's contribution being
based on one-third of the cost to a maximum of
$750 000 for any one project. This assistance is
designed to develop facilities for the presentation
of the performing arts at major centres. Priority is
given to centres with populations in excess of
10000. A provision of 31.050 million is required
in 1984-85 to meet expected requirements.

Mr Peter Jones: Do the notes indicate the
expected requirements which are coming forward?

Mr GRILL: No. The Minister for the Arts
could probably tell the member, but I think the
sort of thing being looked at is probably cultural
facilities such as those in Geraldion. The
Geraldton Town Hall was remodelled. There is
also a cultural facility at Esperance.

Mr Peter Jones: This fund is several years old.
It contributed to Esperance, Bunbury, and
Geraldton.

Mr GRILL: Yes. i was talking to the Minister
for the Arts the other day and I think the next
expenditure will be in relation to probably, a toss-
up between Kalgoorlie and Bunbury.
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Mr PETER JONES: That is right. Adding to
that, I am aware that there is a requirement that is
fairly thoroughly confined. I think ibis probably is
because the conditions which I established in 1978
have remained, but it must be clearly seen to be a
centre of significant population, otherwise a grant
will not be given. As I understand it-the Minister
would be better aware than am I-the Kalgoorlie
College question will be coming forward in due
course. I regard that as a very eminent project to
be supported because it will have the educational
element provided the Minister for Education, the
local councils, and the community produce the
funding for the facility, together with a contri-
bution from the fund, which will provide a very
considerable facility. It was a pity that none of the
projects which were on the drawing boards had
reached a stage where it could be utilised in the
last Budget. I must say. as I mentioned yesterday,
unless Kalgoorlie gets its act together it will miss
out too becausc nothing will remain out of this
fund for that purpose before 30 June next year.

M r Grill: That is true,
Item 92: Country High School Hostels

Authority-
Mr CLARKO: The Country High School Hos-

tels Authority is an excellent organisation.
Mr Pearce: Your leader attacked it yesterday.
Mr CLARKO: I do not think he was attacking

the authority.
Mr Pearce: He attacked the hostel staff and he

should apologise to them.
Mr CLARKO: I want to speak about the

Country High School Hostels Authority, for
which I have a great respect and for which, I take
it. the M inister also has great respect.

Mr Pearce: I certainly do. I appreciate it.
Mr CLARKO: That authority does a vital job

in WA, wherc thc population is so spread out and
open. I particularly wish to pay tribute to the
Chairman of the authority, Mr Colin Philpott and
other members of the authority who give their
time to ensure that this organisation is managed so
well.

The Minister might explain why the increase
this year is relatively small: it is only about
$50 000. about five per cent different from last
year's expenditure. I am not being critical of the
Minister. I want to urge him to take up with the
Treasurer the continuing need to increase the
amount that is allocated to this hostel authority.

When I was Minister-it is not long ago-in
1982 certain hostels were struggling to fill their
beds whereas now virtually all of them are full.

Mr Pearce: That is right.

Mr CLARKO: That is a great comment on
their successful operation because for a while, I
take it, some closed down. I think the Carnarvon
hostel wvas closed a few years ago and 1 think the
one in Merredin was in a position of having many
vacant beds. I remember that efforts were made to
extend the operation in Kalgoorlie and at that
time the authority was advising Kalgoorlie
students to go to Merredin. I understand now that
the Merredin hostel is full, as is the Northam
hostel: in fact I believe there is a waiting list there.
I will return to that matter in a moment.

I want to touch on the need for funds to include
places like Katanning. The Katanning hostel is
now overfull. It has just taken on as part of its
arrangement Kartenup Hostel to overcome some
of its problems. A lady wrote to me and said that
she lives quite a way from Katanning and she has
had her child at the local district high school and
she stated that preference was given to students
starting year 8 and to those who have had brothers
and sisters go through the hostel. She says there
was a problem in trying to get year ] I pupils into
that school. That is a matter to which I would ask
the Minister to give attention in the proper quar-
ters to see whether we can solve or at least try to
alleviate this problem.

A need exists right now to extend the Katanning
hostel. I think the member for Narrogin did well
last year and extensions have been carried out to
the Narrogin hostel. I gather the people in
Katanning, like most people in country towns,
would rather have it in their own town than the
town up the road.

There are many towns in the outer wheatbelt
and in certain mining areas where because of the
tremendous squeeze on farmers' incomes, parents
are no longer able to mnake the decision they once
made and send their children to board at one of
the independent schools in the city. The hostel
which is just out of Midland, Swanleigh. has great
pressures on it as well. So many of those pupils
have found their parents' income will not allow
them to go to independent schools. They cannot go
to Swanleigh or to the local hostel, so they are
increasing the pressures on having their local
school upgraded to senior high school standard.

In many cases the department. and I am sure
the Minister, finds there are not enough pupils to
run a viable upper school. So the pupils are put in
the position of being forced to leave school and not
go beyond year 10 at a time when a major move-
ment is occurring towards pupils staying on for
years I I and 12. That is the case in
Mukinbudin-a lovely name which most people
call 'Mukka" because it is a bit of a mouthful.
People there have been pressing for an expansion
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of years IlI and 1 2 because there is not space in
the Northam or Merredin hostels.

This is a remarkable Organisation which does an
excellent job. Like all organisations, it would no
doubt desire significantly more funds. More and
more parents are opting to keep children at home.
There is a remarkable advantage in having one's
student children at a country hostel which is 50 or
100 miles away. It gives the parents an oppor-
tunity to visit their children on weekends and for
the children to come home on weekends which
they cannot do if they come from Esperance, for
example. to Perth. The chances of getting home
from here are limited despite the arrangement
whereby the Government gives them some sup-
port.

I acknowledge the great value of this organis-
ation and the people who run it. I impress on the
Minister the case for allocating more money. He is
to be commended on the amount that has been
allocated, but I strongly urge him to put more
funds into this excellent Organisation.

Mr OLD: While I agree with the member for
Karrinyup that the Minister has shown a respon-
sible attitude towards the allocation of money,
there is still a shortfall and a great necessity to
increase the number of beds available in particular
areas. A concerted move has been made from the
Lake Grace area for some time, as the Minister
would be well aware, for a high school hostel to be
built there. The hinterland is growing and the
Lake Grace school has reached a stage where it
can be considered for upgrading to a senior high
school. This would necessitate the provision of
some accommodation. I know the department and
the authority have resisted this in the past.
probably with good reason in as much as ample
accommodation was available at Narrogin and
Katanning. Such is not the case today.

I understand a fair amount of money will be
spent at Narrogin to upgrade that hostel and it
will probably take the immediate pressure off the
demand for beds. That has yet to be seen. The
Katanning hostel has nominally 90 beds and is
catering for 110 beds. in order to bring it up to
standard and make it an operational unit money
must be spent on the dining room and kitchen.
That would relieve the existing situation, but it
would not make provision for further beds or for
students from outlying areas such as Lake Grace,
Dumbleyung, Kukerin, et.

The point I wish to make is that people are very
worried, with some justification, about where they
can send their children to continue their secondary
education. I had a case in Lake Grace, which I
brought to the attention of the authority, of a lady

who is in what one would call "medium" circum-
stances. She came to see me because she has a
student going away this year and one the following
year and she applied for admission to Narrogin
and was rejected because of lack of accommo-
dation, and asked the Katanning hostel if it could
accommodate her children and again was rejected.
She wrote to the Minister who replied that there
were vacancies at Merredin. Numerically that was
probably quite right, but practically the people
concerned could not possibly send their children to
Merredin. Transport from Lake Grace to
Merredin is almost impossible and while Merredin
may have a very good hostl-and indeed an ex-
cellent school because I have been there and had a
look at it-part of the joy of having children away
at school is welcoming them home on boarder's
weekends. Naturally those people wish to do the
same. Were they to send their children to
NMerredinl there would be little likelihood of seeing
the kids except at term holidays.

Those are considerations which I feel the auth-
ority and the Education Department must take
into account. I think we have reached a crunch
point where the department has to decide whether
it will extend the network of hostels or consolidate
those it has and put up with the problem of' lines of
communication. I suggest consideration be given
to five-day hostels which would cut down staffing
costs by having people bring their children into
hostels and take them home at weekends. This is
not a permanent solution, but it may have some
negating effect On the demands currently being
put onto established schools. For instance, at Lake
Grace I feel a live-day hostel would probably work
very well as an interim measure. The same could
probably be said of centres like Corrigin which is
growing and has a large number of pupils wanting
to go on to further education.

I know that has been brought up in the past. I
ask the Minister to give the matter careful con-
sideration. At the same time I would like to ex-
press my appreciation of the fact that he has
arranged for the leasing of Kartenup House which
has been run by the Department for Community
Welfare for the last 10 years and which is now
proposed to be run as an annexe to the Katanning
High School Hostel. At best, it will be a tempor-
ary relief to the problem which already exists in
Katanning. I would suggest that consideration be
given immediately to extending Kartenup House
and also to relieving the current problem at
Narrogin and at Katanning by the provision of
five-day hostels.

Mr PETER JONES: I support the comments
that have been made by previous speakers. I

4169



4170 [ASSEMBLY]

understand the Minister for Education's difficulty
in this regard.

It is a fact that one year the hostels may be full
and because of the cyclical factor some years later
they may be half empty; when I was Minister for
Education we had a situation in Bunbury where a
hostel had to be closed.

Consideration must be Riven to the operation of
smaller-type hostels run on a five-day basis. It is
not a new thing because it has been around for
many years. However, it poses problems as far as
staffing is concerned

The Minister for Education will acknowledge
that at no time has he received a request from me
to build a new hostel at Narrogin, for which a
commitment has been made in this year's Esti-
mates. The reason he did not, is that I did not
agree with the approach that had been made. It is
easy to build accommodation for students to sleep
in, but they also have to go to school. The biggest
problem concerning the Narrogin Senior High
School is not the provision of extra beds for
students at the hostel who come in from towns east
of Narrogin. but the existing problem at the
school. To his credit the Minister has
acknowledged this problem and with the support
of his officers he is now coming to grips with the
situatibn which needs to be dealt with before
further pressure is put on the hostel 10 increase the
number of beds by 50 or 60.

We now have a situation where more hostel
accommodation will be built and the school is
receiving a considerable capital injection over this
financial year and the next financial year in order
to assist with the existing pressure.

Mr Wilson: Are you complaining about this?

Mr PETER JONES: I amn not complaining
about it. The Minister for Housing is the first to
suggest that people change an argument to suit
themselves. I am not complaining, I am supporting
the decision the Minister has made and I can well
understand the difficulties he has experienced in
trying to improve the situation.

My priorities were not the same as those of the
committee and the delegation which met with the
Minister. My priority in the first instance was the
school. It is no good bringing in more students
without addressing the problems at the school.
Quite properly, the Minister has made a decision
to address both pressure areas. It does not detract
from the difficulty that will be faced, but in fact
w'ill increase, as a result of higher retention rates
in secondary schools. the various difficulties
associated with the Government's endeavours to
try to maintain the highest level for year I I and
year 12 students in non- metropolitan areas and

provide whatever options and courses that can be
provided. However, it also posed the problem of
accommodation.

In that regard the authority, of which I speak, is
trying to solve the situation within the limits of
two factors: Firstly, the availability of funds;
and-more importantly-the cyclical factor.
There is an ebb and flow of students coming for-
ward and the parents are willing to pay the fees
required.

The Government does not have an easy decision
to make. The hostels authority does a good job in
trying to improve the situation.

Inevitably, other towns such as Lake Grace and
Corrigin will be seeking to support their high
schools by the provision of hostel accommodation.
It will be an expensive exercise, not only for the
Government, but also for the parents con-
cerned-they should not get anything for nothing.
This matter requires long-term planning.

Mr CRANE: 1 support the Minister in the way
he is endeavouring to help the situation at the St.
James Hostel in Moora. I have had many dis-
cussions with and written letters to the Minister
concerning this hostel, I agree with previous
speakers and support them fully.

The St. James Hostel, though not run on a five-
day basis, encourages children to return home for
the weekends. A bus from Jurien picks up the
children each weekend.

I have mentioned the matter of temporary ac-
commodation to the Minister, but we must ad-
dress ourselves to the area of overcrowding. I am
opposed to building with bricks and mortar-as no
doubt he is-only to find in a couple of years that
we have a white elephant on our hands. It is a
great problem and I thank the Minister for the
way he is endeavouring to overcome it and to help
US.

Pressure has been brought to bear to increase
the fees at St. James. The fees at this hostel are
reasonable compared with other hostels. We find
that the hostel can pay for itself and it is run
erficiently.

I suggest to the Minister that he give consider-
ation to the parents who are paying the fees before
further requests are made to increase them. The
fees should be kept as low as possible. A thorough
investigation should be undertaken of hostels
throughout the State.

In Moora we have the Central Midland Senior
High School which, unlike the Narrogin Senior
High School. can cater for additional children: we
would like more to attend the school if possible.
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On behalf of the people in my electorate I ap-
preciate the problems the Minister faces and the
fact-that he has tried to help. However, pressure is
being applied from somewhere to increase the fees.
I have been a member of the board since its incep-
tion and, like the other members, I do not want to
increase the fees. We will fight any increase to the
bitter end. The Deputy Premier's sister is also on
the board and she and the Deputy Premier know
what I am talking about. As I have said, we ap-
preciate the Minister's problems and we will con-
tinue to work with him.

Mr PEARCE: I appreciate the support of mem-
bers with regard to the operation of the Country
High School Hostels Authority.

I agree with the member for Narrogin because I
was not happy to extend the Narrogin hostel be-
cause it now has 250 beds and I thought it was too
big as an institution.

Mr Peter Jones: In fact, it has 270 beds.
Mr PEARCE: I met with the committee to dis-

cuss the matter and I have also discussed it with
the member (or Narrogin, who is of the same
opinion as 1. I was persuaded by the local people to
extend the hostel because they were prepared to
accept such a large hostel.

I know that the authority has looked carefully
at the leasing of Kartenup House in Katanning. It
had a shift in numbers. One of the first things
which confronted me when I became Minister was
that the hostels were half-empty.

A very considerable problem was building up
wvith regard to deficits because of the inefficiency
of operation. Ironically, the hostels authority com-
missioned a report by Professor Beacham to see
how it might increase its occupancy rates. I sup-
pose Professor Beacham will look on himself as
one of the most successful people in Western
Australia in the sense that his report was released
a few months ago, and without any changes of the
recommendation of Professor Beacham, the hos-
tels are now overflowing.

Many of the country communities to which I
have spoken have made the point that the increase
in occupancy may be temporary because of a drop
in the incomes of farmers, leading to the transfer
of students from private schools in Perth to
country hostels. As I understand it, the present
season looks like being a fairly reasonable one, and
we might find a move away from that trend, even
by the end of next year. Therefore, the authority
has a watching brief on events.

If it proves necessary-it looks as if student
numbers will continue to rise, partly because of
parent choice and partly because of the increase in
retention rates and the increase in the number of

secondary students across the State-I am sure
the authority will consider the building of a new
hostel in the Lake Grace area rather than seeking
to increase further the size of the Katanning hos-
tel. I understand that the Katanning people are
not as keen as the Narrogin people are to have a
bigger hostel in their town.

I make one further point about the authority,
and it relates to the events in the House yesterday.
I say this to members in all sincerity. One of the
most important aspects for parents of children in
hostels is a confidence in the hostels authority.
This can be seen in the shift in enrolment numbers
depending on the quality or the perceived quality
of the warden. In the case of the warden of the
Narrogin hostel, for example-that being one
example out of many-he has a very good repu-
tation and parents seek to enrol at that hostel
because of the warden's reputation. There is no
doubt in my mind that the complaints about
another hostel that were raised in the Parliament
have led to a great deal of unnecessary worry on
the part of the parents of children in the hostels in
the Albany region, because of the way that par-
ticular matter was raised.

I do not want to appear to be unduly defensive
in this matter, because if things are happening at
any hostel we need to know so that we can investi-
gate the matter. People have the right to know
that their children are being properly supervised
and looked after at the hostels. However, I say to
members that if they have cause for complaint, or
believe they have cause for complaint about the
operation of any hostel, I ask them to approach me
personally rather than raising the matter in the
Parliament. I make the promise that any member
who approaches me will be shown all of the docu-
ments and records available; and if the member
still feels that there has been a cover-up, or that
the hostel or the authority is not taking proper and
sufficient action, it is the right-in fact it is the
duty-of the member to raise the matter in the
Parliament. I ask members not to raise a matter in
the Parliament until they have had the oppor-
tunity to see all the files and make their own
judgments about the cases they have brought for-
ward.

If the Leader of the Opposition had approached
me privately about the matter he raised yesterday,
I would have made available to him all the docu-
ments I made available to the Parliament yester-
day, and he could then have made his decision
about whether he wanted to take the matter any
further. If he wanted to do that, that was his right.

It is in the interests of everybody, and particu-
larly in the interests of the country people, that
these matters are taken up on a private basis first.
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Then the member can ascertain all the available
information before he or she seeks public action.
which could only have the effect of lowering the
morale of thc hostel services and causing unneces-
sary [ears in the minds of the parents who send
their children to the hostels.

Mr GRILL: This year. an extra 555 345 has
been allocated for the operational expenses of the
authority: but I indicate to members who have
spoken and to other members that the hostels are
actually better off by an additional 558 257 be-
cause last year there was a non-recurring amount
for workers* compensation payments. In actual
fact, this year the hostels are probably better off
by about S5113 000.

Item 95: Pinruarco Valley Memorial Park-
Mr RUSHTON: This is an item of tremendous

interest to me, because the development of the
park "'as taking place when I was responsible for
local government. It appears the allocation this
year is a little less, but I would have expected it to
be more.

I am fully, aware that cremation is more and
more popular these days. Some people want to be
cremated, put in concrete blocks, and put out to
sea so they can watch the sunset: others want to
have their ashes sprinkled over their favourite fish-
ing spots. For the people who believe in the here-
after, the Pinnaroo Valley Memorial park is obvi-
ously well-placed, because one can have picnics
there and enjoy the bushland.

I am interested to learn why the allocation is
being scaled down instead of continuing or even
increasing. It could well be that the increased
number of creniations at Karrakatta has led to a
reduced need for development of the park. I would
like to hear the Minister's comments in this re-
ga rd.

Mr GRILL: The reduction of $10400 is be-
cause business is good' It reflects the additional
revenue being made available to the cemetery
through its normal activities.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit again at

a later stage of the sitting, on motion by Mr
Gordon Hill.

[Questions taken.]
SittIing suspended from 6.03 to 7. 15 P.M.

BILLS (3): RETURNED
I .
2.
3.

Land Tax Assessment Amendment Bill.
Election of Senators Amendment Bill.
Stock (Brands and Movement) Amend-

inent Bill (No. 2).
Bills returned from the Council without amend-

men t.

COMMERCIAL TRIBUNAL BILL

Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Council: and. on motion
by Mr Tonkin (Leader of the House). read a first
time.

Second Reading

MIR TONKIN (Morley-Swan-Leader of the
House)' 17.17 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

The Commercial Tribunal Bill is the first of a
number of interconnected pieces of legislation
which are to be introduced to this House.

Presently there are a number of boards and
tribunals within the portfolio of the Minister for
Consumer Affairs responsible for licensing and
regulatory controls over various occupational
groups. These include the Hire-Purchase Licens-
ing Tribunal, the Motor Vehicle Dealers Licensing
Board, the Real Estate and Business Agents
Supervisory Board, the Finance Brokers Supervis-
ory Board, the Settlement Agents Supervisory
Board, as well as the Builders' Registration Board
and the Painters' Registration Board.

Each of the Acts constituting the boards estab-
lish similar systetns for licensing and include rep-
resentation from the industry groups which arc
required to be licensed, as well as consumer rep-
resen ta tion.

The separate existence of this number of licens-
ing bodies causes confusion and duplication for the
members of the various occupational groups con-
cerned. An example I might give is that of a real
estate agent. He is licensed as a real estate agent.
as a valuer under the Land Valuers Licensing Act.
as a settlement agent under the Settlement Agents
Act, possibly also as a finance broker, or a tnoney
lender. He may also be required to be licensed as
an auctioneer.

A multiplicity of licenees from different boards
is currently required for what to the applicant is
one composite business. He is required to apply for
four or five different and separate licences. each
from a separate board or tribunal. This involves
m uch d uplica tion of ef Fort, a nd a vol ume oF pa per-
work, as he is required to satisfy each licensing
body separately of substantially the same criteria.
Each year he is required to be re-licensed or lodge
accouns or audited reports with each separate
board.

In dealing with applications, the licensing
bodies may interpret differently identical statutory
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criteria. This could be confusing and unfair.
Again, where the conduct of the licensee is called
into question separate inquiries may be instituted,
again with the potential for inconsistency.

What results under the present system can be
irrational and inconsistent and can contribute an
additional cost burden on industry, which
ultimately is borne by consumers. It is clear that it
is in the interests of all parties that the costs
involved be minimised and the system be
rat ionalised.

It is with this purpose in mind, consistent with
the recommendations contained in the report of
the Government regulations review committee,
and in line with the Government's policy to amal-
gamate or abolish where feasible Government
agencies. that this Bill is introduced,

This Bill establishes the Commercial Tribunal
of Western Australia. It is no more than an en-
abling Bill which creates the structure to which
powers may be transferred under existing legis-
lation from the existing licensing boards. This Bill
does not vest specific powers in the tribunal. That
will be achieved following consultation and
amendment progressively of existing Acts, replac-
ing the boards and tribunals, Over time the Com-
mercial Tribunal will be vested with the powers of
each of the separate boards.

The Bill provides for the constitution of the
tribunal as being a chairman who will be a legal
practitioner. together with a representative drawn
from panels to be appointed comprising represen-
tatives of the consumer and also the industry or
occupational groups the subject of the licence. The
chairman would select persons from the appropri-
ate panels to constitute the tribunal. It would
therefore be possible for the tribunal to be
constituted from more than one occupational
group and one hearing may dispose totally, of the
matter, rather than having a multiplicity of hear-
ings.

In addition, the Bill provides for a panel of
experts who may be accountants or legal prac-
titioners to ass.ist the tribunal in its deliberattons,
but who will not participate in the tribunal's final
order.

A commercial registrar. who will be required to
be a legal practitioner will be charged with the
overall responsibility for administration of the tri-
bunal. Together with those officers who presently
perform secretarial roles, a rationalisation of ad-
ministrative procedures w-ithin this area will
achieve reduced bureaucracy and the avoidance of
duplication of paperwork.

An example is the avoidance of the need to
submit accounts four or five times for existing

licences. The reduction of this obligation is not
only beneficial to the licensee but to the licensing
authority as well.

It is intended, in the context of the proposed
consumer credit legislation, to vest the tribunal
initially with the authority to license credit pro-
viders, replacing' the Court of Petty Sessions in
relation to money lenders and also the hire-pur-
chase licensing tribunal.

At a later stage it would be proposed to license
travel agents in this way. Not only can the existing
jurisdiction of boards be transferred to the tri-
bunal but also it avoids the need to create further
separate occupational licensing authorities.

The Bill sets out the basic framework for the
operation of the tribunal, its powers, the means of
appeal from tribunal decisions and Other machin-
ery provisions.

The Bill recognises the Government's commit-
ment to rationalising the controls existing over a
number of occupational groups and is an attempt
thereby to improve and structure the
administration of that control- in a way that is
beneficial to the licensed person, as well as being
aimed at improving administration of the legis-
lation which the tribunal will control.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Trethowan.

BUILDING SOCIETIES AMENDMENT BILL

Returned

Bill returned from the Council with amend-
me cn ts.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TRIPARTITE
LABOUR CONSULTATIVYE COUNCIL

AMENDMIENT BILL

Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Council, and, on motion
by Mr Parker (Minister for Minerals and En-
ergy), read a first time.

Second Reading
MRH PARKER (Fremantle-Minister for Min-

e ralIs a nd En ergy) [ 7.2 5 p.mr.]1: 1 move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

In November 1983 the Government introduced
the Western Australian Tripartite Labour Con-
sultative Council Act to fulftil its policy commit-
ment to establish tripartite consultation in the
area of industrial relations.

The council constituted pursuant to the Act has
to date worked successfully at reaching a consen-
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sus in respect of a great deal of the Government's
industrial relations legislative programme.

The amendment contained in the Bill now be-
Core the Parliament providing for a deputy chair-
man is designed to provide for greater flexibility
and to formalise a practice which has occurred on
many occasions.

The amendment relating to the deletion of the
Director of the Western Australian Government
Industrial Relations Service from the membership
of the council is considered necessary for the pur-
pose of balancing employer/employee represen-
tation on the tripartite council.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

MacKinnon (Deputy Leader of the Opposition).

LOTTER IES (CONTROL) AMEN DMENAT BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Council; and, on motion
by Mr Parker (Minister for Minerals and Energy),
read a first time,

Second Reading
MR PARKER (Fremantle-Minister for Min---

erals and Energy) [7.28 p.m.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this Bill is to provide that the
expenses of distributing Instant Lottery funds
from the Sports Culture Instant Lottery account
be paid from the balance of funds obtained from
the conduct of Instant Lotteries.

A prescribed amount of 20 per cent up to a
maximum of $6 million of all moneys received by
the Lotteries Commission in respect of Instant
Lotteries is paid into the Sports Culture Instant
Lottery account annually.

The administration expenses of distributing
funds generated by the Sports Culture Instant
Lottery for the benefit of sporting and cultural
bodies is currently being met from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund. The net effect of this
Bill is to save the Consolidated Revenue Fund that
amount of expenses with a corresponding re-
duction of the amount paid into the hospital fund.

The Bill provides that the Minister for Sport
and Recreation and the Minister for the Arts may,
out of the Instant Lottery moneys. pay persons or
bodies consulted for the purpose of deciding on the
distribution of those moneys such remuneration
and allowances as are determined to be appropri-
ate.

The Bill also provides that the two Ministers
may pay to bodies or Government departments
engaged in the distribution of the Instant Lottery

moneys, the costs and expenses of that distri-
bution.

Payment of the costs and expenses of distri-
bution of the Instant Lotteries moneys will be
additional to the sum of $6 million paid into the
Sports Culture Instant Lottery account and will
not be deducted from that amount.

The Bill will allow the Minister administering
the Lotteries (Control) Act to determine the
amount of the costs of distribution.

In distributing moneys from the Sports Culture
Instant Lottery account the Minister for the Arts
has indicated a need to allow individuals as well as
organisations to receive grants.

This need is not evident in the sports area as
clubs and organisations exist through which funds
can be satisfactorily distributed. The Minister for
the Arts will therefore be given the power to dis-
tribute moneys to individuals.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by M r

MacKinnon (Deputy Leader of the Opposition).

CENSORSHIP OF FILMS AMENDMENT
BILL

Receipt and First Reading
Bill received from the Council;, and, on motion

by Mr Parker (Minister for Minerals and En-
ergy), read a first time.

Second Reading
MR PARKER (Freniantle-Minister for Min-

erals and Energy) [7.32 p.m.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this Bill is to introduce a cinema
classification of "parental guidancee'-PG-tn
lieu of the present classification "not
recommended for children"-NRC.

Following an approach from the Federal At-
torney General, all State Ministers responsible for
censorship agreed to the adoption of the cinema
classification PG as a replacement for the existing
N RC classi fica tion.

Film exhibitors claim that the public is confused
by the negative and admonitory label into thinking
that films classified NRC are stronger in content
than those classified for mature audiencs-M.

By replacing NRC with PG a negatively worded
nomenclature will be substituted with one which is
positive and place the emphasis on the parental
role in supervising children's viewing..

A minor drafting amendment to section 12(2)
has also been made in order to clarify the intention
of the subsection.
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The amendments will come into operation on I
January 1985, and a transitional provision has
been included so that those films classified NRC
before I January 1985 will be deemed to have
been classified PG.

I commend the Bill to the House.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is that

.the Bill be read a second time. Those of that
opinion say, "Aye".

Mr MacKINNON: Mr Deputy Speaker, I seek
your indulgence and that of the Government to be
allowed to adjourn the second reading debate.

A Government member: You keep howling
about the way the House is managed.

Mr MacKINNON: I am merely asking for co-
operation.

Several members interjected.
Mr Parker: Perhaps I may be of assistance.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not think that

it will be necessary to go back to the mehod used
earlier today. I will accept the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition's request and again state the ques-
tion. but I just want to say this: I do not want to
create any bad feeling, but it is very difficult. On
both occasions today I have stood and waited, I
have not just put the question in a hurry in an
endeavour to get it through. I hope members
whose jobs it is in future to adjourn debates will
pay a little more attention.

The question is that the Bill be read a second
time.

Mr MacKINNON: Thank you for your indul-
gence.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
MacKinnon (Deputy Leader of the Opposition).

WORK ERS' COM PENSATJON AND
ASSISTANCE AMENDMENT BILL

Introducrion and First Reading
Bill introduced, on motion without notice, by

Mr Parker (Minister for Minerals and Energy),
and read a first time.

Second Reading
MR PARKER (Fremantle-Minister for Min-

erals and Energy) (7.35 pm]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On 3 May 1982, the Workers' Compensation Act
was repealed and replaced by the Workers' Com-
pensation and Assistance Act. This major change
to legislation. which has significant implications
for both employers and workers, was based exten-
sively on the findings of' the judicial inquiry
chaired by Judge B. J. Dunn.

This Government, concerned at the potential
impact of the new legislation on workers, initially
monitored developments and subsequently
initiated a complete review of the operations of the
Act.

Submissions were requested from all interested
groups and individuals seeking their views on the
operation of the Act after it had been functioning
for one year. These were submitted to the Tripar-
tite Labour Consultative Council For consideration
and a report on the findings will be presented to
this Parliament in the near future.

The review did, however, highlight two matters
which were of sufficient concern to warrant im-
mediate remedy by this Government.

in tripartite negotiations leading up to the final
format of the Workers' Compensation and Assist-
ance Act, an understanding was given as to the
entitlement of workers suffering from
pneumoconiosis, or as it is more commonly known,
*Ldust on the lungs".

Schedule 5 of the Act reflected this agreement
in most respects. However, a provision relating to
workers over 65 years of age at the time the Act
was proclaimed and who subsequently were
diagnosed as having the disability, was omitted.
This has caused considerable distress to the per-
sons involved and the unions to whom the under-
standing was given. The proposed amendment
rectifying this includes a retrospective clause to
the date on which the present Act was proclaimed.

The second matter of urgency involves the
powers of the workers' assistance commission. The
commission which is responsible for administering
the Act and providing registry support to the
Workers' Compensation Board has as part of its
establishment provision set out in section 94(2) of
the Act, the ability to acquire, hold and dispose of
real and personal property. The powers of the
commission do not support this provision, with the
result that the commission's operational scope is
seriously diminished. The proposal before the
House will effectively resolve this situation.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
MacKinnon (Deputy Leader of the Opposition).

METROPOLITAN (PERTH) PASSENGER
TRANSPORT TRUST
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MIR GRILL (Esperance-Dundas.-Minister for
Transport) [7.38 p.m.]: I nmuve-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
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Last year the Metropolitan Transport Trust cel-
ebrated with pride its First 25 years of service to
the people of Perth. For many of us it was imposs-
ible to let the occasion pass without giving a little
thought to the way things had changed since 1958,
when the trust began operations.

Certainly, the trust is today a large and robust
transport organ isation-one of the largest in the
State. It employs over 2 000 people and has a total
annual expenditure in the vicinity of $100 million.'
Its route network covers dozens of suburbs which
would have been considered a long way into the
bush had they existed in 1958. Its vehicles and
ferries are modern, and are being continually
improved. Suburban railways are flaw an
integrated part of the overall network, and work is
in hand for a new generation of railcars.

But some things do not change for the better. I
am thinking, especially, of the enormous challenge
of retaining and building up patronage on the bus,
rail and ferry system-and of responsibly manag-
ing trust finances. In this respect the MTT may be
a little different from virtually every other public
transport operator in the western world. However,
it is essential to take stock from time to time, to
ensure that the legislative arrangements under
which the trust labours are best suited to its en-
vi ron men t.

The Bill before the House updates the legislat-
ive provisions and makes certain important
amendments to help guarantee that the MTT is
administered in an economically and socially as-
tute fashion.

It is not unimportant to note that this Bill is the
only significant amendment that has been made to
the Hawke (State) Government's original 1957
legislation-with the exception of legislation in
1973 'which brought responsibility for the manage-
ment of suburban railways under the MTT. The
1973 Bill, which was a progressive effort to bring
greater co-ordiniation of the various public
transport modes, was introduced to this House by
my Parliamentary colleague, the member for
Welshpool. Now the Burke Government is con-
tinuing the trend: helping prove the Labor Party
acts to improve public transport.

Foremost, this Bill makes two essential adminis-
trative improvements at the trust: It makes the
N4TT explicitly subject to the Government of the
day. and it enlarges the four-person trust to seven
people. 1 want to explain to the House the logic
behind these two steps before describing certain
additional changes which the Bill brings about.

Bringing the trust under explicit responsibility
to the Government through the minister of the
day will correct a long overdue omission. At

present the MTT is formally subject to the Minis-
ter only in respect of the provision of the State
transport co-ordination legislation. Some members
may be surprised to learn that the trust is not
subject to the Minister's general jurisdiction. For
an organisation which receives the majority of its
annual funds from taxpayers, it is anachronistic
that the taxpayers' representative-the Govern-
ment-should not have such power. Indeed,
"power" might, in one sense, be the wrong word.
It is an outright duty of a Government to be
answerable on these matters; and it cannot fulfil,
or be seen to fulfil, such a duty if the trust is not in
turn fully and formally answerable to the Govern-
ment.

Today there is no dispute or disagreement be-
tween the trust and the Government. Nor am I
aware of one in the past, although I have heard of
the trust taking some pride in its earlier days as to
its relative immunity from Government directive.
This pride, I should add, was quite appropriate in
its historical context. Anybody who studies the
second reading debate of the original 1957 legis-
lation will see that the Government at that time
went out of its way to reassure the owners of the
private bus companies which were about to be
acquired under the legislation that they would be
subject to minimum "political interference". Both
the Government and the Opposition were eager to
give this reassurance. Minimal political inter-
ference may have been fine then: but in those days
the combined tram and bus deficit was expected to
total something less than $500 000 (1250 000).

I hasten to add that there is nothing sinister in
this amendment. There are no plans, as a
consequence of it, to bully or "heavy" the trust.
Relations between the Government and the trust
are already excellent. and there is every reason
that they should get even better in future.

Mr Rushton: You would not need to spell it out.
if they were.

Mr GRILL: I do not really see the point. When
the MTT becomes formally subject to the Minis-
ter it will be no different from agencies like the
Main Roads Department and the Department of
Marine and H-arbours which are already subject to
the Minister. Members will find at various points
in the Bill that the formal relationship between the
trust and the Minister is set down, so as to achieve
a proper degree of accountability between agency
and Government.

The second major administrative change, a 's I
have indicated, involves increasing the trust mem-
bership from four to seven people. One of the
existing four members, I should mention, is the
Commissioner of Railways who, as a result of the
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1973 legislation is a member ex officio. This leaves
only three positions to be Filled at the Govern-
ment's discretion.

Considering the range of deliberations and de-
cisions occurring at trust meetings. three
appointed members are a very small number.
After very careful thought, I have come to the
conclusion that the addition of three More
appointed members would bring a very important
new breadth to the trust. This in no way represents
a criticism of the skills and abilities of existing
trust members, who themselves support increasing
the number from four to seven. The chairman, Mr
H-yland, tells me he has long felt this way.

Under this Bill the trust will look something like
this: First, there will be the chairman. As under
the existing legislation, the chairman might be a
full1-1time a ppoi ntee, as he has been in t he past. or a
part-time appointee, as he is at present. Then
there will be the Commissioner of Railways who is
there, ex officio, to ensure that matters related
particularly to suburban railways are addressed by
the best rail expertise the Government has, as well
as more generally giving the trust tbe benefit of a
Commissioner 6f Railways' expertise in running a
large transport undertaking. Then there will be
five other members. As in the existing legislation,
each of these members will have to have some
experience and capacity in an appropriate and re-
lited field. The Bill is explicit in this regard.

In addition, however-, the Bill provides that one
member shall be a user of public transport. and a
second shall1 be a nomi nee of the Trades a nd La bor
Council of Western Australia. By making these
two particular appointments explicit in t he Act.
the Government is moving to ensure that the
seven-member trust will always have the beniefit of
the views of a member of each oF the two groups
with which the trust involves itself intimately on a
day-to-day basis: namely, the users and the union
movement.

in the case of the user-member, the Bill is not
explicit as to how the member is "found",' or
whether he or she is backed by a "commuter coun-
cil" (as in New South Wales) or any other more or
less elaborate form of user consultative committee.
Although 1 have views on how the user-member
would most effectively function, I have been
loathe to build these thoughts into the legislation.
I can promise, however, that the user-member will
receive all appropriate support and encouragement
from the Government, and that I am sufficiently
open-minded as to the means of consultation with
public transport users to ensure that we make
useful changes in the light of experience as we go
along. The need for a user-member on the trust is.
however, unargutable.

Mr Peter Jones: What you mean by that is
simply a member of the community. Am I right in
saying that?

Mr GRILL: There has been argument that he
should be backed by some sort of commuter coun-
cil

Mr Peter Jones: I don't agree with that.
Mr GRILL: I do not necessarily embrace that

idea.
M r Peter Jones: I see what you mean. ItL is just a

community person who you think will assist.
M r G RILL: Yes.
The case for a TLC nominee on the trust is also

very strong. 1, like my colleagues on this side of
the House, happen to believe that employee re-
lations are improved by building up the highest
degree of trust and consultation. Communications
must be two-way: It is niot simply a question of
management "telling" and employees "listening".
Given the nature of the challenges which the
Metropolitan Transport Trust faces, there is no
good reason that the trust should not have the
benefit of two-way communications With the union
movement at the supreme decision-making level.
Already, for some years. employees have been sit-
ting in on trust meetings. Formal membership of
the trust by a TLC nominee is the logical next
step.

Mr Peter Jones: Does the TLC nominee have to
be from the unions associated with the MTT?

Mr GRILIL: Yes.
Mr Peter Jones: It does not say that there, but

that is what it implies.
Mr GR ILL: Yes.
At the same time as it introduces these changes,

the Bill increases a quorum at trust meetings from
three to four, and also allows for appointments to
the trust to be made for periods of up to Five years,
rather than for an invariable five-year period. This
will enable a Government to put together the best
possible team of people at the trust. if it wishes,
Government might invite a person, whose skills
will be particularly appropriate. for a period of
less than five years-while the trust goes through
certain changes-to join the board for a term of,
say, two or three years. Similarly, if a member
vacates his position before his term has expired, a
Government will no longer be compelled to ap-
point a replacement member whose term of ap-
pointment is only as long as the unexpired term of
his predecessor.

Finally, in relation to the seveni-member trust,
the Bill attempts to clear up the present rather
confused and complicated practice in relation to
deputies. Although the existing legislation pro-

4177



4178 ASSEM BLY]

vides for a deputy for each of the members, in facL
only the chairman presently has a deputy
appointed, and this deputy is in fact another mem-
ber of the trust. The Bill eliminates the position of
deputies. In reality there are few benefits in
nominating a person as a deputy trust member
and then asking that person to try to stay in a
permanently informed condition for the compara-
tively rare occasion when he or she is called into
the breach. With seven members and seven depu-
ties, one can end up with a retinue about as long as
in the ditty about St. Ives.

The Bill makes an alternative provision. One
trust member will be nominated by the Minister to
act as chairman in the chairman's absence, but no
other back-up will be provided in the legislation
for those rare occasions when a member is absent
from a trust meeting, with the exception of the two
members who participate as members of organis-
ations rather than as private individuals, namely
the Commissioner of Railways and the TLC
nominee. In these two cases it is fair to those two
important bodies that they be reasonably sure of
having a member at every trust meeting. It is also
better for the trust. Therefore the Commissioner
of Railways will be able to be represented at trust
meetings by the Assistant Commissioner of Rail-
ways, as at present, while the TLC nominee will
be able to be represented in his absence by an
alternative who will also be nominated by the
TLC.

Before concluding, I want to draw the attention
of the House to a number of other changes which
the Bill will bring. They are, I freely admit, some-
thing of a "ragbag", a collection of various
measures which, as a result of careful study, the
Government is introducing in order
comprehensively to update the legislation.

Firstly, the Bill removes those extraneous parts
of the principal Act which existed only to facilitate
the takeover of the private companies by the trust
when it was first set uip. Their removal will take
out nearly half the content of the existing legis-
lation. resulting in an Act which is much more
readily understood and relevant. I sometimes
think that we as legislators do not give sufficient
attention to making laws accessible and sensible to
the greatest number of people.

Secondly, the Bill eliminates a potential ambi-
guity about the legality of the MTT's providing
charter services. in relation tn buses and ferries.
the existing legislation limits the trust to providing
services "along routes". While there may be room
for prolonged legal debate as to whether a
chartered bus or chartered ferry is in fact con-

sidered to be operating along a "route", there is
merit in the Parliament's eliminating the ambi-
guity forthwith, and making it quite clear that the
charter services which have been operated for
some financial reward by the MTT, both under
this and preceding Governments, are a perfectly
appropriate activity for the trust to engage in.

Thirdly, the power will be formally given to the
MTT to provide financial support in cases such as
when an employee incurs legal costs after being
physically assaulted in the course of duty. The Bill
enables the MVTT to incur such expenses as are
appropriate and approved by the Minister. Nat-
urally, these rare, unforeseen and special events
are subject to the usual Government Budget ar-
rangements covering such eventualities.

Lastly, the Bill makes explicit two powers which
rightly belong to the trust in the business of run-
ning an efficient and economic public transport
operation. One of these concerns the power to
acquire a metropolitan bus operator if it should be
appropriate. As I said earlier, this Bill removes the
power of compulsory acquisition of private bus
companies, a power relevant to the initial estab-
lishment of the trust. Having done that, however,
we should be careful not to prevent the trust's
reaching an amicable and voluntary agreement
with a private operator. In truth, of course, there
are few of these, and the MTT has an effective
monopoly over public services on scheduled routes.
Nevertheless, I would like to think that if, for an
entirely hypothetical example, Skybus-which,
members will be aware, has been in financial
trouble-had made an offer to the MTT for the
taking over of some of Skybus' operations, and if
this fitted in with the M TT's overall
responsibilities to be financially astute and to pro-
vide efficient passenger transport, then it should
be able to do so, subject to the Minister's approval.

Mr Blaikie: So the MTT is going to be involved
in tourist bus operations?

Mr GRILL: I have not said that. I have just
given a hypothetical example.

Mr Peter Jones: But he was saying that it will
have t he freedom to do so.

Mr GRILL: it will have the freedom to acquire
bus services in the metropolitan area. But the
whole basis of the parent Act was the compulsory
acquisition of such services.

In similiar vein, the other power made explicit
in this Bill is a formal recognition that there will
on occasion be financial good sense in other
Government bodies being able to negotiate con-
tracts or agreements with the MTT for the use of
facilities like land or buses at those times when
these resources are not being fully and
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remuneratively employed by the trust. Public
transport is a "peaky" business: Great quantities
of resources are used for relatively small periods in
the day. Resources have to lie idle to await the
time they are needed. One way of overcoming
some of the cost penalties of stand-by resources is
to put no barrier in front of another Government
department's using, say, the land which has been
set aside for a future park-and-ride station, or the
buses which would otherwise sit in the depots for a
significant part of the day. Of course, arrange-
ments such as these would be expected to have
financial reward for the MTT.

I conclude my remarks by pointing out to mem-
bers the almost self-evident truth that the I1980s
are going to be a decade of make-or-break for the
MTT. The changes the Bill will bring to the MTT
do not of themselves bring about a revolution at
the trust. That "revolution" has been occurring in
a quiet and purposeful way for some years now. In
fairness to the member for Dale, some of them
were under way before I became Minister. The
most enduring revolutions are activated from
within an organisation. Indeed, that is one reason
that I place great emphasis on the MTT itself
producing its five-year plan. Although the request
for a five-year plan was mine, the development
and fulfilment of the plan Must principally be with
the trust, in consultation with employees, users
and Government. If organisations do not believe in
their plans, they do not fulfil them.

The Bill provides appropriate support to the
dedicated men and women at the Metropolitan
Transport Trust, who deserve our support. The
Bill comprehensively updates the legislation and,
in so doing, equips the trust to confront modern
challenges. I commend it to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Peter
Jones.

HOUSING AGREEMENT
(COMMONWEALTH AND STATE) B ILL

Second Reading
MR WILSON (Nollamara-Minister for Hous-

ing) [7.56 p.mn.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

The Housing Agreement (Commonwealth and
State) Act 1984 will authorise the State to for-
mally endorse the 1984 Commonwealth-State
housing agreement. This will set the seal of more
than a year's intensive negotiation between the
States and the Commonwealth.

Immediately after being elected to office early
in 1983, the Commonwealth Government set
about revitalising the 1981 agreement. All States,
at all levels, have participated in this exercise.

Local governments and community groups have
also been extensively consulted.

This housing agreement Act before the House
today opens the way for a 10-year attack on hous-
ing-related poverty. Over the 10-year life of the
Commonweal th-State agreement we will have the
opportunity to raise both the scale and the scope of
public housing to a level commensurate with com-
munity demand.

*I see this agreement as a benchmark in the
history of public housing in Australia. Gone is the
concept of welfare housing. In its place is public
housing.

Our operation under the 1984 Commonwealth-
State housing agreement will be guided by the
primary principle of the agreement which is to
-ensure that every person in Australia has access
to adequate and appropriate housing at a price
within his or her capacity to pay by seeking to-

Alleviate housing-related poverty; and en-
sure that housing assistance is, as far as poss-
ible, delivered equitably to persons resident in
different forms of housing tenure".

To help the States achieve this goal, the Common-
wealth has guaranteed a base funding level of
$500 million for each of the next three years. Base
funding in 1984-85 is $530 million, an increase of
$50 million on last years funding. This compares
with base funding of $200 million per annum
under the 1981 agreement. All funds this year will
be in the form of grants.

Additional funds will be provided for specific
programmes. Such funds total $96 million
nationally in 1984-85.

Western Australia's share of Commonwealth
funding in 1984-85 will total $60.8 million, of
which $44.2 million are untied grants.

Further, States have the right to nominate gen-
eral loan funds for housing at concessional rates.
It is now a matter of history that this Government
has nominated all its general loan funds this year
for public housing.

I believe that some of the innovative aspects of
this agreement are worthy of mention.

Home purchase provisions in the agreement are
structured to allow States the maximum degree of
flexibility to put home ownership within the reach
of most Australians. Western Australia is already
setting in place a number of loan schemes aimed
t6 achieve this goal.

Rental housing is being opened up to all
Australians irrespective of age or marital status.
The only discriminating factor will be income. The
immediate consequence of this is that single
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people over the age of 18 may now be housed in
public housing.

I should mention that the expanded housing
eligibility applies to all programmes. This is es-
pecially important when applied to other new pro-
grammes under the agreement.

The expanded mortgage and rent relief scheme
will increase the choice to tenants both to enter
and remain in private rental accommodation if
they so wish. This is achieved by the new rental
support and bond assistance schemes. Mortgage
relief, will, of course. continue to be provided.

The local government and community housing
programme is one in which I am particularly
interested. Co-operative housing is one of the key
elements in this programme. It is intended to use
Government funds as seeding funds only for co-
operative housing. The bulk of funds should be
obtained from private financial sources. This will
give a high multiplier effect to our own limited
funds in this area.

Community housing will be funded, thus giving
private organisations additional scope to assist
people into suitable housing.

I hope that local government will seize the op-
portunity to become involved in these forms of
housing. As the third tier of Government, local
authorities are perhaps best placed to understand
and service the housing needs of their citizens.

A co-ordinated approach to the provision of
crisis accommodation will be enhanced by the
crisis accommodation programme under the
agreement. We have the opportunity now to dove-
tail capital assistance with recurrent assistance
under the Department of Social Security's
supported accommodation assistance programme.

I would like to thank the Federal and other
State Ministers and their staff for the effort they
have applied to produce the 1984 agreement. I
thank also the officers of the State Housing Com-
mission for their support and advice in this matter.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
MacKinnon (Deputy Leader of the Opposition).

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLI DATED

REVENUE FJNDi BILL

In Conunuiucc

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.
The Chairman of Committees (Mr Barnett) in the
Chair: Mr Brian Burke (Treasurer) in charge Of
the Bill.

Diision 35: Miscellaneous Services,
$136 143 000-

Progress was reported after the Division had
been partly considered.

Item 96: Rottnest Island Board-
Mr MacKINNON: I would appreciate it if the

Minister could explain to us the reasons for the
decline in funding to the Roltnest Island Board.
We have seen in recent times a lot of activity in
relation to Rottniest with the Government's in-
terim report. subsequent statements and decisions
relating thereto, yet we see the funding for the
board decline from an expenditure in 1983-84 of
$ 162 000 in round terms to $1 17 000 in 1984-85.

Mr GRILL: Firstly, there is nothing wrong in
decreased funding for the Rottnest Island Board;
in fact, it looks healthy, if funding actually de-
creases rather than increases.

Mr MacKinnon: What do you mean by that?
Could you just explain what you mean by saying it
is healthy that funding for the board should de-
cline?

Mr Rushton: You mean they arc making more
profits over there?!

Mr GRILL: In my view, the board should be
self-supporting, I do not see that it is a good thing
for large amounts of money to be provided out of
CRF for the Rottnest Island Board.

Mr Tonkin: Efficient Government!
Mr GRILL: More precisely, to reply to the

question asked by the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition, the reduced funding is mainly due to the
abnormally occurring expenditure of $70000 for
last year for the Rottnest Island Board develop-
ment study.

Mr RUSH-TON: Rottnest Island has become
very important to the Government and to the Op-
position and of course this item provides the op-
portunity to pursue the results in that area. For
instance, we are currently waiting for decisions
relating to development: as a mnatter of fact, one
would have thought that a little more revenue
would have been needed to help the people con-
cerned in their work.

It has been a rather sad experience to have had
an expectation built up there, to then have the
Government under challenge and back off, have
an ERMP placed on it ecL.. so that what set out to
be a bit of grandstanding on the part of the
Government ended up by its going back to what it
basically should be. In times gone by environmen-
tal studies were quietly done by the previous
Government and the determination was made that
the island was too fragile to carry out the major
development that has now been suggested by this
Government. However, this Government has gone
backwards: it has moved from the position where
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the Treasurer was very pleased to be the Chair-
man of the Roitnest Island Board to where the
Deputy Chairman now happens to make the
statements. It seems unusual with all the fanfare
that we have had on this subject to see a reduction
in funding. I do not think it can be demonstrated
to be a healthy situation at this stage unless the
Government can present a Budget showing that
the revenue of the board is now greater. On my
understanding. that is not so, so what the Minister
has said in regard to funds having been cut back
basically needs to be demonstrated a little more
fully: I suppose we could do that under "Tourism'*
or another item, It is a simple item for which
funding has been cut back.

Mr MacKINNON: It is particularly interesting
to me to hear the Minister-who has special re-
sponsibility for 'tunbury 2000" and who also says
that it really does not matter much what the cost
is: the Government is committed to "Bunbury
2000" and it is committed to try to subsidise and
support any form of development in the Bunbury
area-say that the huts on Rottnest will be self-
supporting and that the Government will not be
committed to providing any funds in that area,

Let us look at Rottnest Island. Mr Chairman.
you would have a much better knowledge of this
matter than 1. being currently a member of the
board. As I understand it. the revenue that the
board accumulates is, firstly, from leases to the
shopkeepers. hotel owners and other people on the
island: and. secondly, the main revenue area is
from the landing fees from pcople arriving on the
island, both operators of boats and visitors to the
island. The Minister is saying that he hopes that
the Government's commitment to Rottnest Island
and the board declines and that the consequent-

Mr Tonkin: That is not the same as expenditure.

Mr MacKINNON: -tab will be picked up by
thiose people using the island. I would have
thought it reasonable for the Governiment to be
making a commitment to the island, particularly
at a time of need, and particularly in relation to
the environmental aspects of Rottnest Island.

The report that was prepared. I think, by the
Department of Agriculture, showed quite clearly
that large areas of Rottnest are very fragile and do
require special treatment. Therefore Rottnest
Island-as would any other part of WA facing
these sorts of difficulties-requires special treat-
ment from the Government and special funding at
times to allow this to occur. Obviously the
Rottoiest Island Board which is charged with the
administration of the island is the appropriate
body to be carrying out that work and I would like
to think that, like the Minister. eventually we

could see Rottnest Island becoming self-support-
ing-, but I do not think that time is now. Much
more remains to be done on Rottnest Island and
therefore it is disappointing to see a dramatic de-
cline in funding for the board this year.

Mr GRI LL: The Government thinks it would be
a healthy situation if Rottnest Island were self-
funding. There is no reason for the island not to be
self-funding. Generally speaking I think that was
the policy of the previous Government. and it is
the policy of the present Government that where
necessary funds be advanced for various projects
on the island.

The Government feels it has a responsibility in
respect of the environment. One of the increases in
expenditure was for the purpose of employing an
environmental officer, for the first time, to look
after the environment of Rottnest Island.

An attractive island such as Rottniest Island,
which has many, attractions for tourists, should be
self-supporting. I think it is a contradiction of the
Liberal Party policy to expect that the Govern-
ment should be shelling out money to what should
be a self-supporting enterprise.

Item 100: Western Australian Mining and Pet-
roleum Research Institute-

Mr PETER JONES: This institute not 'only
seems to be doing a very good job. but also, as the
Minister for Minerals and Energy identified at
question time this evcning, is making a contri-
bution to mining processing and a whole range of
activities within the minerals industry that is to
the considerable benefit of all Western
Australia ns.

Yesterday I had sonic evidence of this when I
was in the eastern goldfields. I saw two projects
which were currently being undertaken at the
School of Mines, with funding from both industry
and WAMPRI. It certainly scemed to mne that
that fulfils the ambition that this House had for
WAM PR I.

When I introduced the legislation into this
Chamnber some years ago. one of the keys to its
success was simply that it depended upon the sup-
port of the industry, which the institute seeks to
serve. In other words, it Is not just Government
shelling out money to those who want to line up
or it.

In fact at group of people on the board of the
institute, and an advisory committee representing
industry, the Department of Mines and various
other sectors are able to identify the benefits that
will be gained from the various applications for
funding. and they also seek to promote environ-
mental funding from industry.
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In considering the allocation this year of
$300 000, which I think is quite ample in view of
the work that is currently being done and the
number of applications that I understand are
either already before the institute or currently are
being considered. together with the support from
industry, we should at least acknowledge the fact
that the Government is continuing to support the
very good work which this institute is doing.

As distinct from the Solar Energy Research In-
stitute, this body is managing to keep itself very
economical. I know it has some support from
within the Department of Mines, but I refer par-
ticularly to the work of the chairman, the former
head of the Geological Survey Department, Mr
Lord, and those who help and support him on the
board. Together with the advisory committee, they
really manage to do an efficient and economic job
in the interests of the industry they seek to serve.

I am certain the Chamber, and particularly
Ministers who have some direct relationship with
this institute, would be aware that unlike the Solar
Energy Research Institute this is a very economic
body. Unfortunately SERIWA is greatly
expanding in its administrative costs and is gallop-
ing away out of proportion to the benefits accruing
from that body.

In this case it is fitting to record that this insti-
tute. is living up to the ambitions that this
Chamber had for it when the legislation was
introduced. The greatest thing of all is that the
two industries which it seeks to serve acknowledge
it as being a credible body and an institute which
is providing the opportunity for considerable and
valuable research, from which we will all benefit.

Mr PARKER: I thank the member for
Narrogin for his supporting comments for
WAMPRI, for which, as he pointed out, he was
responsible for creating when he was Minister For
Mines in 1981.

While I would like to endorse the comments he
made concerning what WAMPRI does I would
like to make two additional comments which are
implicit in what he said, firstly, to acknowledge
the work that Joe Lord, the chairman of that body
does. I have no doubt that the reason the expendi-
ture has been able to be contained at
5300 000-of that 3300 000, virtually the entirety
goes to research. I do not think more than a few
thousand dollars funds administrative expenses,
with the remainder of the funds going to research
projects-and that can be attributed to two things:
First, Joe Lord has been prepared, at no cost to
the Government. to put in a tremendous amount
of effort in supporting this institute and in doing
the administrative work, at no cost to the tax-

payer. lHe is a tremendously energetic man who
has devoted a large part of his energy to the sup-
port of this institute.

I pay tribute to the member For Narrogin for
choosing him because if we had a different chair-
man we might have found ourselves with a com-
pletely different organisation on our hands in the
future. He has done an excellent job.

Second, apart from keeping the administrative
costs down his apparently very great arm-twisting
capabilities have meant that money has spread a
lot further in the sense that he has raised a lot of
money-really, on about a 1:1 ratio, if not
more-to support research from the private sector.
OF course that has not been without the support of
the private sector.

We all know that any organisation looking at its
budget and at the many requests that come to it
for funding has priorities to assess and it takes a
bit of pressure to look at priorities in that way. I
think Mr Lord, the members of the committee,
and also the members oF the advisory committee
have played a great role.

Only the other day I was at the advisory com-
mittee meeting where there were 10 or I5 people
who sit around the table regularly and go through
detailed submissions, some getting submissions in
advance to assess and make reports on and some
who, in turn, go out to the researchers and indus-
try to look at them. They are all practical projects,
and, as I said tonight during question time, they
have assisted materially and in measurable
financial terms, one or two industries; more of that
will be seen in the future.

Another area that will be assisted is the re-
search of academies. The new mass spectrometer
which I commissioned at WAIT six or eight
months ago was as a result of a continuation of
WAMPRI funding and industry funding, and im-
portantly Joe Lord's ability to go around and get
all the various grants that were available, not only
from the State, but also from the Commonwealth,
put them together, and get this major new piece of
equipment.

I also take this opportunity to pay tribute to
that body, to its members, and to Joe Lord in
particular, and say that t think this State already
has cause and will have even greater cause to be
grateful to them for the work that they are doing.

Item 101: Health Care and Health Benefit Card
Holders Travel Concessions- Reimbursement to
Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger Transport Trust-
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Point of Order

Mr BLAI KIE: I intend to speak to item 10 1 but
I ask that when the item is called, rather than a
member asking a series of questions, would it be
possible for the Minister to indicate what the ex-
penditure is for? That may well satisfy the interest
of the member and give him an opportunity of
carrying on a further debate with the Minister
regarding the expenditure of the funds concerned.

The CHAIRMAN: I think the member has
fairly effectively avoided using up his first 15 min-
ute time period in asking the Minister whether he
will give the information the member wants.

Mr Blaikie: It may speed up the progress of the
Chamber.

The CHAIRMAN: There really is no point of
order. It is entirely up to the Minister. The mem-
ber is aware he has two time periods, one of I5
minutes and one of 10 minutes. If, as a result of
what the member has said and my tolerant atti-
tude, the Minister decides to answer the questions
before the member makes a speech Ilam happy for
that to happen. If not, when I call item 101 it will
be necessary for the member to ask again.

Committee Resumed

Mr RUSHTON: Item 101 is of particular
interest to me and I will be interested in the Minis-
ter's explanation as to why it has doubled. This
directly relates to his own area of interest. I sup-
port the identification of the social services
component in the budget of the MTT and so forth.
Why is this not co~ipled with the statement on
social service benefits? Can we not put them all
together these days? I give a pre-warning for when
we get to that part of the Budget. There the for-
mat has changed considerably. I would like a coin-
parison of how the deficit is going and the reasons
for its easing up. I hope the Minister for Transport
will be able to give us that statement of compara-
tive revenue expenditure once we reach his budget.
The format has changed and the railway part has
been obliterated.

In the meantime all we need to know is the
reason. Has the Government given an extra sub-
sidy? Why not couple these matters with the item
'.social benefit subsidy"? Our objective is to sup-
port the social service subsidy so that the MTT
can apply itself on a commercial basis and the
taxpayer will pay for that which he is obliged to
pay because the Government makes a decision
that people will be helped in a certain way.

Mr GRILL: The increase is broken up into
three parts. The major part is a revised method of
calculating the subsidy payable to the MTT. The
new arrangement has been worked out between

the Treasury and the MTT and both feel it more
accurately endeavours to reflect the patronage on
MTT buses by health care card holders. There is
also an increase due to the recent fare increase,
and there has been a rise in the number of eligible
recipients.

Mr BLAIKIE: I had hoped the Minister could
give a full explanation of the reason the Govern-
ment is seeking $1.9 million to be allocated in the
Budget which will be raised by the taxpayers of
this State for health benefit card travel con-
cessions reimbursed to the MTT. It is interesting
that in 1982, $315 000 was expended on this item;
in 1983, 3780 000; and this year the figure has
more than doubled toS$1 900 000. The member for
Dale raised this by way of a general question, but
I believe more specific detail ought to be given as
to how this dramatic increase came about. How-
ever we look at the increase over the two year
period, it is in excess of 500 per cent. That is a
very large increase in anybody's language, and not
only a large percentage increase is involved but
also an extremely large amount of money. The
Minister's explanation does not satisfy me.

I pose these questions to the Minister: Will he
explain the patronage of the MTT-how many
people are carried? What has been the yearly in-
crease, and why has there been a 500 per cent
increase. The Minister indicated that Cares had
increased, but I do not believe it would amount to
500 per cent. Likewise I question whether the
increase in patronage mentioned by the Minister
would amount to 500 per cent. I doubt whether
the two combined would give that figure. I am
interested to know the actual patronage.

The other point I would like the Minister to
spell out relates to the heading "Health Care and
Health Benefit Card Holders". Will he indicate
what is meant by "Health Care" and what amount
of funding is appropriated to that segment? What
amount is allocated to the card holders in that
segment? As I said. I find the 500 per cent in-
crease in two years quite extravagant. I do not
deny that people in need should have the oppor-
tunity to travel and that the taxpayers should pay
the charges, but there should be a full and proper
explanation as to why Parliament should approve
of such an appropriation.

Mr GRILL: I have already explained the differ-
ence between the Figures for this year and last
year. What the member referred to as a "dramatic
increase" is easily explained. This particular con-
cession was granted by the previous Government
on. 17 January 1983. Members will be aware that
that was just prior to the last election. I do not
think anyone wvould have to be too smart to under-
stand why it was introduced at that stage.
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Mr Blaikie: Do you disagree with it?
Mr GRILL: The member seems to be

disagreeing with it. The explanation for the
funding in 1982-83 being as low as it was is simply
that the previous Government operated for only
about five months of that year.

In respect of the suggestion that it is an exorbi-
tant amount. I reassure the member that it is only
a bookkeeping entry. It does not represent any
greater expenditure on the part of the Treasury. It
is a matter of putting it in one pocket and taking it
out of the other. Either the Metropolitan
Transport Trust deficit would be higher or, within
the books of account of the MTT, there is a proper
allocation for community service obligations. That
is all this is trying to do.

Mr Blaikie: How many more people have been
carried, and what is the percentage increase in
fares?

Mr GR ILL: I cannot give the member the exact
number. If he cannot understand the principles
from what I have told him, I do not think it would
help him if I gave him the numbers.

Mr BLAIKIE: The Minister indicated that
there has been a change in the system of how these
benefits operated on 17 January 1983. He
indicated that was part of the reason that there
had been such a dramatic increase in the con-
cessions paid. In the first year some $315 000 had
been expended. Last year the estimate was
$780 000. and this year it is SI 1.9 million. That is a
fairly dramatic increase.

The Minister has explained the concession was
introduced in early 1983. 1 would be interested to
know how many people receive a benefit from the
concession. I draw the attention of the Chamber to
the fact t hat these amounts being expended are
taxpayers' money. It is certainly not the MTT's
money or the Government's money; the money
belongs to the taxpayers. I do not accept the point
made by the Minister that this is only a book entry
and it goes in one pocket and out of the other. 1,
and other members of the Opposition, are making
very genuine requests during this debate. Again, I
am interested to know the number of people being
carried and the number of people the Government
anticipates will be carried in the coming 12
months. Obviously the Government believes, on
the amount allocated, that there will be a large
number of health benefit card owners carried. For
the Government to have made that decision some
analysis would have had to have been made.

Mr Grill: Your Government made the decision.
Mr BLAIKIE: It may wvell have made the de-

cision in the 1982-83 financial year; I am talking
about the 1984-85 financial year.

Mr Grill: We have not changed the criteria,
they are still the same.

Mr BLAI KIE: I want to know how many people
will be carried and how many people the taxpayers
are expected to fund under the concession. I am
not complaining about the concession. If the Min-
ister does not have the answer, I accept that but,
for goodness sake, he should have the decency to
say that he will reply to my request tomorrow or
as soon as possible.

Mr Peter Jones: When we do the transport de-
bate.

Mr BLAIKIE: I would be satisfied with that.

I do not believe it behoves any Minister to try to
ride roughshod over members of Parliament on
either side of the Chamber when requests relating
to expenditure of money are concerned. My re-
quest relates to an amount of $1.9 million which,
as far as I am concerned, is a lot of money. As far
as I am concerned. I am entitled to make requests
regarding that amount of money, and the Govern-
ment is obliged to provide answers. If the Govern-
ment is going to jack up and say that the member
ought to have more sense and know precisely what
the figures ought to be, the Minister will be here
for a long while tonight and for a long while on
Tuesday. Wednesday. and Thursday nights while
we examine these papers. The Minister has
brought this on his own head.

The amount to be expended this year is more
than double the amount expended last year. Mem-
bers are entitled to make requests and, unless
answers are given, we, on this side of the
Chamber, will continue tb question until the
answers are forthcoming.

An explanation is required about this amount. I
look forward to that explanation.

Mr GRILL: I do not have that information
here, and nor could I reasonably be expected to
have it here. If the member is serious in wanting
this information-and I seriously doubt that he
is-I suggest that he put the question on notice
and it will be answered. If the member wants to
continue to make a public demonstration of his
own obtuseness, then good luck to him.

Item 193: Pensioners Rates Concessions
-Reimbursement to Local Authorities-

Mr TRETHOWAN: Does the increase in this
concession relate to an increase in the rate level
being paid by the people currently receiving con-
cessions, or has there been an increase in the num-
ber of people who claim pensioner rate concessions
on local authority rates'?

We hear a lot about the increasing numbers of
people who are reaching the age where they can
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claim pensioner exemptions. Is this the result of
the demographic change that is occurring?

Mr GRILL: The notes before me strongly
suggest that it does relate to the demographic
change, and during the present 12 months of this
financial year we are expecting a fairly large in-
crease in the number of claims from various local
authorities. I have no other explanation.

Mr TRETHOWAN: I understand that this
concession relates to a subsidy to people who hold
pensioner concessions in relation to the rates they
pay to local authorities. There is a feeling among a
number of people who are of pensionable age, but
who do not have an entitlement to a pensioner
concession because of other income they receive.
Although it may not be much, it puts them above
the level of what they are able to receive as far as
the subsidy of rates is concerned. Those people
find themselves in a difficult position in regard to
the level of rates they have to pay on family homes
in which they have lived for a number of years.

I am sure that the option of putting the rates
against the value of the property and deducting
them on the sale of the property on the death of
the individual should be available to those people
who it is said should not be able to claim a pen-
sioner concession because they are not entitled to
the full concession. Some people have raised this
matter with me and I feel it is important.

Mr Grill: What exactly is the question?
Mr TRETHOWAN: This item refers to pen-

sioner rate concessions on family homes which can
be claimed by people who receive the full pen-
sioner benefits. In addition to that, it is possible to
have a residual amount accumulated against the
value of their asset. There are a number of people
w'hose income is sufficiently high to preclude them
from receiving a subsidy because they do not re-
ceive the full pensioner benefits. It concerns me
that they are unable to accumulate rates against
their assets. Although their income may be enough
to preclude them from receiving the benefits and
therefore the subsidy, it is not sufficient to meet
the full increase of the rates on their family
homes. Unless they are able to accumulate the
rates against the sale of their homes they cannot
afford to live in them.

I do not expect the Minister's notes to cover that
point, but if they do I would appreciate his answer.

Mr GRILL: It is true that my notes do not
cover that point. However, I will ensure that the
matter is taken up and the member receives a
reply.

Mr BLAIKIE: The member for East Melville
has raised a number of points regarding the pen-
sioner rate concessions. While the Minister's notes

may not have the information I request. I wvould
be interested to know when the 56.3 million which
is allocated to local authorities for pensioner rate
concessions is actually paid.

One of the difficulties experienced by local
authorities which have a large population of pen-
sioners who receive a 50 per cent reduction in their
rates is that the amount recouped from the State
probably would not be received until late in the
financial year. This puts local authorities at a
financial disadvantage. I am referring in particu-
lar to the Shire of Mandurah and the Shire of
Busselton which have similar problems in that
they have a large population of pensioners. It
means that the rates on the remaining ratepayers
are fractionally higher so that the local authority
recovers the amount of money it would lose be-
cause of the time delay in receiving the recoup
from the Treasury.

While Governments can make decisions to allow
pensioner rate concessions, local authorities have
to carry the initial burden, and ultimately the
ratepayers carry part of that burden. The con-
cession which is available to pensioners is certainly
worthwhile and the money that is put up by the
State is certainly of benefit to those concerned.

I come back to the point raised by the member
for Fast Melville concerning pcnsioners who pay
no rates at all and the cost is offset against their
property, and on their death the rates are
recovered. This also bccomes a burden on the
existing ratepayers.

If the Minister cannot advise me now when
local authorities receive the money from the
Treasury I would ask him to provide me with the
information at a later stage. It is a matter of
concern to the local authorities I have mentioned.

Mr Grill: Are you saying there is a substantial
delay')

Mr BLAIKIE: I do not know what the delay is.
That is what I am asking the Minister.

The Minister would be aware that local
authorities all over the State are offering all sorts
of inducements for early payment of rates. Local
authorities need to make a claim against the State
for pensioner rate exemptions, and this would take
time.

Mr Grill: Are you saying that some problems
are experienced because of the delay. or are you
asking what the delay is?

Mr BLAIKIE: I am asking what the delay is
because it is my view that local authorities would
be inconvenienced. I am not saying that there is
anything wrong with the system of reimburse-
ment. I assume that the waiting period would be
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six or eight months and during that time the local
authorities would be placed at a financial disad-
vantage, especially those which have a heavy con-
centration of pensioners who are entitled to pen-
sioner rate concessions.

Mvr GRILL: I do not know whether the delay is
substantial or whether it is slight. If the member
wishes, I will check it out and advise him accord-
ingly.

Item 105: Pensioners' Travel Concessions-
Reimbursement to Westrail-

Mr RUSHTON: Does the Minister have a
breakdown of the interstate and intrastate contri-
bution regarding this item?

The point I am making is that so much money
would be taken up in regard to buses,' the
Ausiralind service to Bunbury, rail t ravel to
Kalgoorlie, and there would be another component
relating to the Indian Pacific.

Mr GRILL: I do not have that breakup at
present.

Mr BLAIKIE: The member for Dale will be
interested in the breakup in the amount of funding
allocated to the intrastate and interstate servi ces.
Although pensioners receive travel concessions
and these are reimbursed to Westrail,' other oper-
ators are providing an important service not only
to the State but also to the people they service.

One of the companies to which I refer is South
West Coach Lines. This company does not operate
a regular passenger transport service because it is
not permitted to do so under the terms of its li-
cenc. It operates a daily tourist service. I think
the Minister will be aware of the servi ce it pro-
vides and I expect he will be well aware of the high
standard of that service and the efficiency with
wvhich it is provided to the people in the south-west
and in the region of 'Bunbury 2000". Because
of the company's tourist operator's licence it is
possible for people living in Margaret River,
Bridgetown and Collie to travel by this service
each day to the metropolitan area and to return to
their point of departure. The service operates five
days a week for 52 weeks of the year. The tourist
fee schedules are determined by the Transport
Commission and on close examination it is found
that they are virtually directly in line with
Westrail charges. If any profits at all are made,
which I doubt, they are very slim. If any losses are
incurrcd they are met by the operator and not by
the State. For the first time in 25 or 30 years the
people living in the three areas of Collie,
Bridgetown, and Margaret River have a direct
service to and from Perth. That servi ce is very
important to those regions.

My next point relates to pensioners' travel con-
cessions. This operator charges pensioners half
price and picks up the total cost of the concession
himself. There is no charge on the State. The
Government should give consideration to the way
this company operates, the level of service it pro-
vides, and the efficient manner in which it
operates. It has been of tremendous benefit to
people in the south-west and to the tourist areas of
the south-wvest. For the first time in my memory
the south-west has a direct tourist link with the
metropolitan area on a daily basis. The service is
superior to any other service operating in any
other area of the State. Both the level of efficiency
and the standard of the bus provided are equal to
those provided by services operating in any other
area of the State.

I ask the Minister to consult his officers, who
would be well aware of South West Coach Lines
and its operation, and to give further consideration
to pensioner concessions for that operator. Pen-
sioners who travel on Westrail receive concessions
and Westrail is reimbursed. In all fairness some
consideration should be given to reimbursing this
operator for the concessions his company gives.
The value of the service provided has been estab-
lished by the number of people throughout the
State who use it. If the operator incurs any losses
he meets them himself, and no burden is placed on
the State.

Mr GRILL: I know that the member for Vasse
has something of a brief for the transport
company to which he referred. As far as I know it
is a good transport company. If it has a specific
request for subsidisation, the company should put
it to the Transport Commission. I assure the mem-
ber that the commission will give serious consider
ation to the request.

Item 107: Rent Reductions- North West
Houses-Reimbursement to State Housing Com-
mission-

Mr MacKINNON: The figure for this item has
decreased from $304 000 in 1983-84 to $132 000
for 1984-85. I would appreciate an explanation of
t~he item and why it has been reduced.

Mr GRILL: That subsidy is being phased out
over a four-year period which commenced in 1981.

Mr RUSHTON: in the past we had some diffi-
culty with the Port Hedland Port Authority and
other groups in getting them to face more realistic
rents.' Is the Minister saying that the rents have
been increased and they are being absorbed by the
individuals renting the houses?

Mr Grill: Yes.
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Item 109: Social Benefit Subsidy-
Reimbursement to Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger
Transport Trust-

Mr PETER JONES: This is a little different by
definition from any of the subsidies within this
section to which reference has already been made.
It does not relate to identified areas such as pen-
sioners' concessions, health card holders and so on.*It is simply identified as "Social Benefit
Subisdy-Reimbursement to MTT". An amount
of $28.234 million has been allocated and ident-
ified in relation to the social benefit subsidy. It
may be identified in accordance with the formula
which the Minister provided to the Chamber two
weeks ago, but I regret that it appears in its
present form.

It presents great dangers when a transport auth-
ority or any other Government instrumentality is
able to remove a very substantial sum from its
bookkeeping and pass it to another area. A few
moments ago when the Minister was referring to
another item in this section he said, "it is not
really money, we are taking it from one pocket
and putting it in another7 It is a bookkeeping en-
try".

The effect of this bookkeeping entry is to re-
move from the body concerned the pressure to be
competitive and efficient. I know that statement
will be challenged. There may be some-even
among my colleagues-who would say "Why
should that particular sum of money not be taken
out? After all it represents an arithmetic calcu-
lation by which it has been determined that the
MTT is providing a social service".

That might be so, but the effect of the policy is
this: It is very easy for Governments, more par-
ticularly for the MTT itself, to be able to say. "We
do not really run now at a loss of nearly $60
million per annum-more than $1 million a week.
In fact we are running at a loss of only some $36
million per annum -we will talk about that next
week-"and any other balance which is due and
which we do not have is our social subsidy which
will be taken out of this pocket, to use the Minis-
ter's terms, and given back to us in a bookkeeping
entry; from one pocket to the other".

Frankly, from a business point of view, I oppose
it. Why can that figure not still remain identified
in the figures of the Metropolitan Transport
Trust? If the Government wants to identify it in
accordance wvith the formula of which I am well
aware-it was considered and discussed by the
previous Minister for Transport-why can it not
still remain within the bookkeeping figures of the
Metropolitan Transport Trust so that the public at

large can be fully aware, within the figures of that
body that it runs at a loss of more than S1 million
a week?

On the question of calling it a social benefit
subsidy, for whom is it a benefit? How many
people benefit by virtue of $28.234 million being
identified and taken away from the MTT's figures
and Out under the Minister for Budget Manage-
ment? It is not like the other subsidies which are
identifiable and very worthy, and which I have not
even questioned.

I am not questioning those who are receiving
benefits by virtue of their being pensioners or
holders of health cards. Although there has been
some debate about it, that was a Government de-
cision made some years ago. A level of subsidy has
been determined, so it is a calculation. It is a
policy decision this Government has made.

Mr Grill: Your Government.

Mr PETER JONES: This Government has
continued it. This is a $28 million social benefit
subsidy. Why is it separated from the MTT? Sec-
ondly, how many people within the metropolitan
area benefit from this so-called 'social benefit"?

What it does is to remove from the MTT the
pressure to determine the real costs of its oper-
ations. It removes from the MTT the real pressure
to become more economic and efficient.

In accordance with the formula the Minister
provided some two weeks ago, the MTT is able to
include a whole range of things which it deter-
mines may well be not the result of having to be
more efficient, or having to prune its activities
more than it has in the past. Instead it is able to
say, "We will take money from this bucket-or
pocket, to use the Minister's term-"and call that
a social benefit". That will not even remain in the
Budget in the MTT's figures. In the MTT's fig-
ures, which we will talk about next week, that
appears as income, It appears to be offset by this
figure.

Mr Blaikie: Just on that point, have you been
using your fingers and toes to count this up?

Mr PETER JON ES: The lot.
I ask the Minister, then, in accordance with the

information that he has already given in relation
to the manner in which it is determined, how
many people benefit from this subsidy? Is it all
those who use the MTT? What figure has been
determined as the passenger cost per kilometre, or
whatever arithmetic formula is used to reach a
figure under which the MTT operates?

We may talk about that in some detail at some
future time, but we are talking here about the
future social benefit subsidy. How many people
benefit? Who is still ensuring that the MTT is not
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able to pass off to another part of Government a
whole heap of rather inflated costs and a fair
degree of fat?

Finally, I ask the Minister whether he supports
the idea of maintaining a figure to be identified as
the real cost of operating the MTT, or whether he
would prefer to see a method where, even if it is
identified as a social subsidy, it is included in-the
figures of the MTT rather than under subsidies
and concessions.

Mr RUSHTON: The concern expressed by the
member for Narrogin is a real one. In my time it
took a lot of effort to get through Treasury the
identification of the social subsidy. Also it was a
bit of a battle to get the Cabinet to have it done.
When I left the assessment was about $24 million
cr4S25 million. Obviously it has grown somewhat
since then.

I would be grateful if the Minister would, by the
time we reach his part of the Budget, equate his
figures so that we can achieve a true valuation of
the total deficit, including the social subsidy. After
all, this is the total cost. We are identifying it. It is
identified in the schedule in his part of the Budget.
This $28 million is shown as a credit. Not for one
moment can we get away from the fact that the
cost of running the MTT is $60 million.

Mr Peter Jones: The total deficit.
iMr RUSHTON: If the Government wants to

give a lot more in the way of subsidy, it does so,
but the MTT does not pick up the tab.

The big challenge is: How does one determine a
system to accommodate the concern of the mem-
ber for Narrogin? How does one have a system
wvhich does not encourage inefficiency? What
system does one use to encourage efficiency? Does
the trust receive a better revenue for being more
efficient? I hope the Minister will be able to give
us a brief explanation tonight, or perhaps he could
do so on his own portfolio.

There "'as an attempt at a realistic target for
the MTT. The target was something like 10 years
to break even.

The Miniister knows how horrific the
expectations are in respect of the deficit. It wvas
predicted that if we did not change the system. by
1991 the MTT would have a deficit of
approximately $1 50 million. That still does not
take away from the combined social service and
commercial operating aspects. If we ad up those
two facets. that was the predicted deficit for the
MTT. However, that indicates thatI the Govern-
ment is directly responsible for this social subsidy.
The big test is to have a system of disincentive and
incentive. Firstly. there should be a disincentive
against the MTT being wasteful and, secondly, an

incentive for it to perform better. That is what I
would like to see and it is what was intended. I
knowv the people well who have this responsibility
and I hope the Minister has pursued this line. He
might be able to indicate what is being achieved in
this regard. so that he can satisfy himself that this
figure is an efficient one.

The Minister wvould not have the figures w-ith
him tonight. but by the time we deal with his
portfolio of Transport, could he provide a
statement equating the position as it was last year
with that which we have this year? The change in
presentation of the figures does not indicate the
position in respect of Westrail. Therefore, wvould
the Minister provide the figures so that we have an
equation on paper which indicates the bottom line.

Mr Grill: Do you want to know the bottom line?
Mr RUSH-TON: I would like a breakdown. It is

a matter of indicating those figures and giving the
bottom line.

Mr Grill: That is easily done. There is no prob-
lem about it.

Mr RUSHTON: That would be helpful. The
biggest task in the Transport portfolio is for the
Minister to manage the true deficit of the MTT.
Anyone who has held the Transport portfolio
knows it is a big task. The Minister has some good
people in his department. Mr Hyland has given
tremendous service and the other staff are working
tenaciously.

I ask the Minister to provide that equation when
we deal with the Transport portfolio, and could he
explain the incentive for the MTT not to take
advantage of the social services subsidy?

As explained by the member for Narrogin. the
separation of the social services subsidy had a
result totally the opposite to what was intended.
That subsidy is a big component of the total defi-
cit and needs to be watched closely. We need a
system which ensures that the MTT. not only
under this management. but also under future
managements, becomes more efficient so that the
subsidy may be reduced.

Mr BLAIKIE: I support the comments of the
members for Narrogin and Dale. According to my
arithmetic, the total package of subsidies paid to
the MTT is in excess of $35 million. The social
benefit subsidy amounts to approximately $28
million. We have discussed the subsidies paid for
pensioner travel, health card holders, and school
children,' and that amounts to a total of $35
million.

I would be interested to know the number of
passengers the Government expects the MTT to
carry. I would also like the Minister to give us the
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components involved in the figure of $28 million.
Could he give the details in respect of rail, bus,
and terry'?

The Minister may not have the information
tonight. but I should like to know the effect excise
duties have had on the total operations of the
MTT. How do those duties relate to the increased
bus fares and the level of stubsidy?

Mr Grill: Are we going to have two goes at this?
If I answer you tonight, will you let me off next
week?

Mr BLAIKIE: If the Minister answers us
tonight. we will not need to ask these questions
next week.

Mr Grill: Excise duty does not relate to this
item.

Mr BLAIKIE: I shall certainly raise this matter
again with the Minister in relation to transport. I
am trying to be kind to the Minister. I want to
know the details of the social benefits which have
been paid. I should like a breakdown of the figures
involved and an indication of how those benefits
are funded. I would like to know the number of
passengers anticipated to be carried and whether
excise duties had any impact on the position. I
shall be looking to the Minister for answers and.
depending on those answers. I may have some
other comments to make.

Mr GRILL: The social benefits subsidies have
been explained before, but I shall explain them
again. They were first applied last year and are
continuing to be applied this year. It was
interesting to hear from the member for Dale that
the previous Government, in principle, accepted
this formula.

Mr Rushton: I was trying to identify social ser-
vices and I also wanted to establish whether there
was a system which took into account the ef-
ficiency and inefficiency of the MTT.

Mr GRILL: It is fair to say that the previous
Government had accepted in principle the need for
separate identification of the community service
obligations or the social benefits subsidy.

Mr Rushton: It was the Minister's acceptance. I
obtained approval to go through with it, but I
would have had to get it into the next Budget.

Mr GRILL: I appreciate there are two schools
of thought in respect of this matter. One is the
traditional school of thought put forward by the
member for Narrogin and, by and large, it is the
Treasury view that, if one hives off certain oper-
ations of any organisation of this nature, one
ultimately leads to inefficiency, because costs will
be hidden in the hived off section.

Mr Peter Jones: The true cost.

Mr GRILL: The other view which seems to be
predominating around the world today throughout
the States of Australia and in most overseas
countries, is that. if one wants to endeavour to run
an efficient organisation. one should try to accu-
rately assess the nature of the community service
obligation, address it as such in one's books, and
indicate it in a way that is clear to see.

These figures are there for all to see; they are
not being hidden. But by doing that, what we are
really saying to the work force and staff is, "This
is your true operating loss wvhich you have to get
down; i t is an achievable target and we expect you
to achieve that target over a period of years".That
is the philosophy being adopted here. Members
opposite would accept the logic in that-I know
the member for Date does. It is really a means of
achieving efficiency by giving the work force and
staff an achievable target at which to aim in terms
of their competitive rating.

The problem is. as has been mentioned by the
member for Narrogin. that inefficiencies can be
hidden. So we must be vigorous in first of all
ascertaining the parameters of the community ser-
vice operations and then we must be equally vigor-
ous in following them up year after year.

In this case the subsidy is 25 per cent on bus
operations and 40 per cent on suburban rail oper-
ations. These figures do not relate to the number
of bodies;, they are merely percentages of the total
operation.

Mr Blaikie: Is there no head count?!

Mr GRI LL: I suppose that in arriving at those
percentages the Treasury and the MTT got
around the table and traded figures. These are not
final percentages: they have to go back for further
assessment later this financial year.

Mr Peter Jones: It only requires one more calcu-
lation to get the per head figure. You gave the
figure of 40 per cent as the rail subsidy, so if you
divide that by the number of people who use the
suburban rail system. you get the per head rail
figure.

Mr GRILL: That would be easy, but wve would
then have to break up the figure into the various
categories-children and pensioners, etc.

Mr Peter Jones: But it gives a unit figure.

Mr GRILL: But it really does not tell us much
at all.

Mr Court: That 25 per cent is of what figure'?

Mr GRILL: Of the operating cost of the bus
service.

Ferries are not mentioned because they just
about break even.
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Expressing this community service as a percent-
age of the total operating cost appears to me to
make it far less open to abuse than if we simply set
aside a certain part of the operation and said that
that "'as the side that would carry the community
service operation. If we were to do that, we would
be able simply to tote costs across to that part we
had hived off. In this case there is no hiving off of
any community service operation.

Mr Court: Have those figures been arrived at in
other countries or in other States of Australia?

Mr GRILL: I would suspect that they were
reasonably arbitrary Figures at this stage and in
need of a fair bit of polishing up. I would imagine
that Treasury and MTT have had a look at what
has happened in other States and in other parts of
the world. When the figure is expressed as a per-
centage of the total cost it seems to me it is far less
open to abuse, because there is an unrelenting
pressure on the MTT to reduce its cost. As it
reduces total costs, so it will reduce its social ben-
efit subsidy.

The system is set up so that we have an achiev-
able goal at which the work force and the staff can
aim. It is a matter of strictly monitoring the oper-
ations of the particular formula to ensure that
inefficiencies do not creep in.

I tem 110: Transport Commission-Road
Transport Seasonal Services-Grains and Ferti-
lisers and other items as may be authorised-

Mr RUSH-TON: In the main this allocation is
for growers who are without the services of a rail-
way. During my time in Government, we
introduced a system to cover the radial charges for
freight. It was somewhat complicated and it did
need some attention. I understood that those
subsidies were to be phased out, but I notice that
the figure has been increased. Could the Minister
please explain the situation?

Mr GRILL: We have phased out a number of
subsidies in various areas; in fact, we have more
than halved them. The reason for the increase this
year is that, particularly in those parts of the State
wvhere the subsidies apply, they will be experienc-
ing a record grain harvest, and this allocation is an
estimate of the subsidy required to meet that
record grain harvest from those areas.

Item IIl: Transport Commission-Other Fare
and Freight Subsidies-

Mr RUSHTON: Has this figure increased also
because of the record grain harvest expected?

Mr GRILL: In this case it is basically another
bookkeeping entry. It is considered that this year
it is unlikely that revenue from the Transport
Commission will be sufficient to cover the fare and

freight subsidies, so more money this year is to be
drawn from Consolidated Revenue.

Mr Blaikie: Do those fare subsidies relate to
passenger bus services and, if so, what are they.

Mr GRILL: An amount of $100 000 is provided
for pensioner travel concessions-the annual free
trip south to pensioners in the north-west; $69 000
for pensioner travel concessions-reimbursement
to country bus services; S80 000 for road
transport-regular services for general goods;
$628 000 for student fare subsidies-remote
areas; 530 000 for subsidies for relief during iso-
lation-which relates to people in towns in the
north-west which are cut off during cyclones-and
$62 000 for administration charges.

Mr BLAIKIE: I was a member of the Govern-
ment when the northern subsidy was made avail-
able to people in the north to enable them to have
a free trip south each year, and the Minister has
indicated that this year it will cost the State some
$100000. That is one level of subsidy that I am
very pleased to see. It was brought in at a time
when people in northern or remote areas were cut
off whereas people in the south had the oppor-
tunity to use bus services operated by the Govern-
ment. It is necessary to understand that people in
the northern areas did not have any Government
services available to them. This concession was
introduced and, this year $ 100 000 is being made
available. This subsidy brings people living in the
more remote areas of our State out of isolation
and gives them at least some recompense for the
isolated areas in which they live.

Another item the Minister referred to was a
student concession of $628 000. 1 assume that
would be payable to country bus services.

Mr Grill: No, student fares to remote areas;
that is, fares paid to bring children down from the
north-west by air to study in Perth. It is for fares
paid to bring children in from remote areas within
an 80 kilometre radius.

Mr BLAIKIE: That is, $628 000?

Mr Grill: Yes.
Mr BLAIKIE: While that is a very substantial

amount of money, I know that one matter that
would certainly cause me great concern if I lived
in an area such as Broome, Halls Creek, or
Kununurra, would be the difficulty in obtaining
adequate schooling for my children.

It would be a very astute Government that
would accept the responsibility on behalf of the
taxpayers of the State to at least make those con-
cessions available to people who are prepared to
travel to remote areas, particularly if they have a
young family or a family which requires schooling.
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This subsidy cuts out some of the problems of
isolation and provides an opportunity for them to
have a good level or standard of education, and to
have at least some degree of equality with the rest
of the students in this State.

Whereas I have been fairly critical of other
items and the huge amounts of expenditure, i n
regard to this item I compliment the Government
for its allocation, which will assist those people in
remote areas of the State. I believe they are very
thankful that Governments are prepared to make
fairly extensive sums or money available, if only -to
try to bridge the isolation gap that they experi-
ence.

Item 112-Utility Consumption Subsidy
Scheme-

Mr PETER JONES: I ask the Minister exactly
what is this new item of expenditure of $1.5
million.

Mr GRILL: That is an easy one. It is the pro-
vision for persons eligible for rebate on their cc-
ITicity consumption.

Mr Court: Pensioners?
Mr Rushton: Special cases?
Mr GRILL: The scheme previously admin-

istered by the Department for Community Wel-
fare provides a large number of the financially
disadvantaged families in receipt of social security
benefit cards with rebates to offset the cost of
domestic electricity consumption accounts. The
scale of rebates available is as follows: I15c a day
for one dependent child: 20c a day for two depen-
dent chitdren: 25c a day for three dependent chil-
dren; and 30c a day for four or more dependent
children.

Mr Blaikie: Have you any idea of how many
homes you have covered by that provision?

Mr GRILL: No, but I could probably do a
calculation for the member.

Mr Peter Jones: It relates to people who have
pensioner health benefit cards and similar, does
it?

Mr GRILL: Yes.
Mr Peter Jones: It will be $1.5 million?
Mr GRILL: Yes.
Mr Peter Jones: God!
Mr COURT: When there was the big increase

in charges last year, the Government announced
that it was going to set up this scheme to offer
relief to those people who would be hit by those
charges. To my knowledge it was about a year ago
that the charges were increased and relief was
going to be offered. This appears as a new item. I

ask the Minister: How was it covered in the pre-
vious year?

Mr GRILL: It was previously administered by
the Department for Community Welfare. That is
why it is listed as a new item this year. It has come
across in the Budget.

Mr Court: How much was it last year?
Mr GRILL: I think it was $50 per family.
Mr Court: What was the total amount spent on

it last year?
Mr GRILL: I do not know. I think the basis of

the scheme has changed a bit. My recollection was
that it was a one-off $50 last year. I think this year
it has been changed to so much per child.

Item 113: Aboriginal Lands Trust-
Remuneration for mining on Aboriginal Reseves-

Mr PETER JONES: This item was discussed
last year and, if my memory serves me correctly,
in a particular instance identified last year
$27 900 was made available, and $27 859 was
expended. This year some $35 000 has been ident-
ified as due to the Aboriginal Lands Trust. I am
not questioning the principle of the allocation, but
could the Minister, advise the projects this year
for which payments will be made?

Mr GRILL: The notes that I have do -notjive
me a breakup of the particular projects. They give
me the formula, but the member is probably
aware of the formula, anyhow.

Mr Peter Jones: Yes, l am.

Mr GRILL: It is on a
commenced in 1974, as the
probably aware.

sliding scale. It
member is also

Mr Peter Jones: Yes.
Mr GRILL: I am not sure about the various

payments. I do not know whether the member
wants them or the amount of money sought.

Mr PETER JONES: Could I just identify that I
think the word "mining" is a little bit of a mis-
nomer because, as the member for Kimberley
would be well aware, the word "mining" in that
case is used in its broadest sense; in fact, in some
cases, it means exploration activity as distinct
from commercial mining operations and it is a
quite proper charge that is made against the tax-
payers to make certain that communities under
the umbrella of the Aboriginal Lands Trust are
not placed at a disadvantage or in financial em-
barrassment because of what 1 might term mining
activities. More particularly, as I recall, some of
this "mining" activity includes seismic work, en-
ergy exploration and drilling, rather than commer-
cial mining. I only wanted to comment that I think
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itis a good purpose, and in some cases it is necess-
ary for us to make certain that communities
administered by the Aboriginal Lands Trust are
nor raced with any loss because of chose special
activities.

Itlem 114: Acquisition of Land and Property-

Mr COURT: Members can see the tremendous
increase in the amount allocated for the acqui-
sition of land and property from roughly 5300 000
last year-

Mr Grill: I could give you the details of that
now if you want them.

Mr COURT: Okay. That is what I was going to
ask. It has increased to over $5 million, and I ask
for details in regard to this large increase.

Mr Peter Jones: $5.293 million is a strange
amount.

Mr GRILL: It is broken up in this way: Firstly.
for the cultural centre, Will iam -Francis-Beau fort
Streets; last year $278 300 was paid and this year
$350 000 is estimated to be paid. The second item
is the Rottnest Island Army land for which the
Government will be paying $1.1 million. The third
item is Harvest Terrace, $541 000. I am not sure
which buildings they are.

Mr MacKinnon; The second one.

Mr Rushton: In regard to the Army land, they
do not let you have an account which has pluses
and minuses. They want your money. We had an
arrangement with them. They wanted a bit of land
made available and they always seemed to give
less per acre than would be the case if it were the
other way around.

Mr Peter Jones: No barter.

Mr GRILL: They are not continuing with the
barter system; I think that was envisaged to begin
with, but it did not seem to work out.

The fourth item is a community welfare site for
$1.5 million. The fifth acquisition is the Irwin
Street site, for 5500 000.

Mr Peter Jones: Was that for a public building?
Mr GRILL: It is to purchase 25 Irwin Street for

further consolidation of Government property
ownership in the vicinity of the old Public Health
Department headquarters in St George's Terrace.
The other development will provide accommo-
dation for magistrates courts, the Department of
Lands and Surveys and the Land Titles Office.

The sixth is a Geraldton public building for
$405 000. and the seventh is Minerals House,
stage 2. $897 000.

Mr COURT: What does the Geraldton public
building involve?

Mr GRILL: That is the public building in
Geraldton which houses various sections of the
Public Service. It relates to the purchase of two
adjoining sites in Geraldcon from the Roman
Catholic Bishop and the SC 10. That is to buy the
land and to construct the building.

Mr Rushton: I thought there was a commitment
for Northamn. Is it not included?

Mr GRILL: That must be some other Govern-
ment land item.

Mr BLAIKIE: I thank the Minister for the
advice he provided following the question asked by
the member for Nedlands. The member for
Nedlands also asked a further question about the
amount of $405 000 for the purchase of the
Geraldton building to house Government em-
ployees.

For the acquisition of land in 1984-85, an
amount of $5.293 million is shown whereas last
year the amount was only S395 000. Obviously the
Government has done some calculations and be-
lieves it is important to proceed with the purchase
and acquisition of properties.

The Minister has indicated already that $1.1
million is to be paid to the Commonwealth for the
Army land on Roitnest Island. I would hope that
in the interests of the State the Commonwealth
would be prepared to accept a further extended
period. Maybe the Minister could indicate
whether there is a total amount for 1984, and the
value of the land concerned.

It appears the Government is intent on building
offices in the Geraldton area . That being the case,
I would appreciate the Minister's comments as to
the reason the Government has proceeded with
acquisition in Geraldton, whereas in Bunbury it is
moving into the rental situation with the
Austmark property developers.

Many questions have been asked in this
Chamber about the Austmark decision because
the Opposition has been concerned about the high
rental price which is being charged-something of
the order of $150 a square metre for a 25-year
period, and a further five-year option on top of
that.

No doubt the Government had good reason for
moving into that situation in Geraldvon, but I
would be interested to know the rental payment
which would have applied if it were a private prop-
erty being used for Government offices. I would
like to know the reason the Government is acquir-
ing property in Geraldton, but is entering into a
lease arrangement in Bunbury.

Mr CR1ILL: The sum of $1 .1 million is half the
cost of the land at Rottnest. The payment will be
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made in two moieties; $1.1 million in January
198S, and the second moiety on I July 198$. I am
reliably told it is a bargain.

The Government is not wedded to one form of
office accommodation. In the metropolitan area it
acquires some buildings outright, and in other
places it leases buildings. It is a matter of the best
deal that can be done by the Government and
what sort of funds are available.

Mr Blaikie: You believe that Bunbury is a good
deal?

Mr GRILL: 1 am absolutely certain of it. If we
want to provide accommodation in country areas
to attract Public Servants, we must provide ac-
commodation which is comparable with places in
Perth. The sum of $150 per square metre is not a
great deal. In Allendale Square, the rental is $180
per square metre. I have explained on a previous
occasion the special problems in financing large
office buildings in country areas. If the member
spoke to any developer he would know the prob-
lems experienced in financing large projects in the
country.

Mr Rushton: It has upset other property
owners.

Mr GRILL: I know there have been some ex-
pressions of concern voiced in this Chamber, but I
go to Bunbury quite often and that concern has
not been relayed to me. I know there have been
attempts made to raise the issue in the Press, but
by and large the media has not been prepared to
take up that matter.

Item 116: Community Employment Program-
Mr MacKINNON: Firstly, can the Minister

give an explanation of this item for $2 million? I
would now like to draw to the attention of mem-
bers the manner in which this Government is
misusing the community employment programme
funds.

I point out to members a couple of items which
have been expended from the community employ-
ment programme. I will list three items. The first
is that funds have been allocated for the creation
of the Women's Interest Unit within the Depart-
ment of Premier and Cabinet.

I know you. Madam Deputy Chairman, are
interested in that unit, but I ask whether you be-
lieve that that is the proper use of-funds for the
creation of that department. If the CIEP funds
were not available, would the Women's Interest
Unit within the Department of Premier and Cabi-
net have been created? I think members know as
wvell as I do that the answer is "Yes". It would
have been created whether or not the CEP funds
were available.

So we are not really getting a community em-
ployment programme but a Government subsidis-
ation programme with the CEP funds being used
to balance the.Budget. I think that is a misuse of
funds; it is robbing money from unemployed
people in this State. That is where the money was
intended to go in the first place.

The second example is the iron ore industry
review. I think the funds allocated were about
$16 500. although I do not have the figures in
front of me. Again I challenge the Government to
say that without CEP funding that review would
not have been carried out. In my view no doubt
exists that the review would have been carried out
with or without CEP funds. The third example is
the Peel Inlet phosphate study. This is probably
the most glaring example of all. The expenditure
on that item was rather large-S 105 632. Again I
say to the Government, would that study have
been carried out without the CEP funding? The
answer clearly is "'Yes".

The Government is committed, as was the Op-
position when in Government, to giving proper
attention to the Peel Inlet. The Government has
made some major announcements in that regard
with respect to its plans to provide a cut from the
inlet to the ocean. I guess this study was part of
that programme. I do not think the Government
would say by any stretch of the imagination that
that programme would not have proceeded had it
not had CEP funds.

In those three examples-and I have pulled
them out of a long computer print-out-one can
see quite a deal of money has been misdirected
away from unemployed people in the community
towards the Government to bolster its own pro-
grammes and to balance its own Budget. I con-
demn the Government for that action. That is not
to say all the Government's CEP programmes for
which it has allocated funds are wrong, but it
seems to me an awful lot of them are, so those
funds have been abused.

The second point I want to raise is to explain to
the Parliament how this Government's commit-
ment and that of its Federal colleagues to the
employment programme this year has been drasti-
cally -reduced from last year. Questions I have
raised in Parliament with respect to the CEP indi-
cate the following: In 1983-84, $23 million was
allocated to Western Australia from the CEP. The
wages pause programme funds totalled $17.5
million, so we had $40.5 million in job creation
schemes from both sources in 1983-84. In 1984-
85, however, the only funds available are those
from the CEP', and they total $29 mitlion. There is
a drop from $40 million to $29 million, but it is
even worse than that because the wages pause
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moneys were all allocated and spent in 1983-84.
Although we were allocated $23 million in CEP
funds, the CEP committee in Western Australia
had allocated $40 million by 30 June 1984. If one
adds the 1983-84 and 1984-85 CEP grants. they
total $52 million. As I said. $40 million had been
allocated at the end of June 1984 and so only $12
million remains ready and available for allocation
in Western Australia this year.

Again I say the way those funds have been
administered really is irresponsible. We should be
highlighting to the general community the drastic
reduction in funds for job creation programmes by
this Government in the current year. I do not
think the Government has been dinkum in its at-
tack on unemployment. IL really gives the lie to the
Government's commitment to this area when we
see the employment strategy fund created by this
Government has $7.5 million to its credit at a time
when there are thousands of young people in the
community who are begging for the opportunity of
a job. This Government has money in the bank but
has used same of the funds allocated for job cre-
ation schemes to balance its own Budget. The
Government stands condemned in relation to the
allocation of CEP funds, in my view.

Mr GRILL: The $2 million allocated under
item 116 is to facilitate access to the Common-
wealth Government's funds under the CEP. For
State departments to take part in the scheme there
must be a minimum sponsor contribution of 30 per
cent. Of that, at least 20 per cent must be in cash.
That $2 million is the money to facilitate access.

In respect of the member's second point about
the alleged misuse of funds, his remarks
demonstrated he does not understand the fund.
There is only one criterion for allocation of funds
under the scheme, which is that laid down by the
Federal Government. If the projects to which he
referred fit that criterion, it is wrong of himi to say
this money has been wrongly allocated. The pro-
grammes do fit and are legitimate items of expen-
diture.

Item 119: Ex Cratia Payments-

Mr MacKINNON: We normally have a ques-
tion about this, and I recall Sir Charles Court
provided a list of these payments to Parliament, I
think in answer to a question by the now Premier.

Mr Davies: I used to ask him regularly and he
always used to say, "I will send you a list". It was
never tabled in the Chamber.

Mr MacKINNON: Perhaps the list is too great.
but the Minister can respond for himself in due
course. I would appreciate an explanation because
the allocation has gone from $140 000 to

$281 000: the vote has doubled on last year's ex-
pendi tu re.

Mr GRILL: I think the practice adopted by Sir
Charles Court was the right one. The list is a long
one and I will arrange to have it sent to the mem-
ber.

Item 130: Perth Entertainment Centre-
Mr MacKINNON: 1 would appreciate an ex-

planation of why the vote for the Perth Entertain-
ment Centre has gone from $170000 last year to
$375 000 this year.

Mr GRILL: The increase is S204 179. The
amount has had to be increased by $200 000 to
enable major repairs to be made to the centre's
fibreglass panels and the metal roofing.

Provision is also made for the continuation of
upgrading and maintenance of the centre, In this
respect provision has been made for items such as
electricity, plumbing, floor coverings, and other
items which amount to $175 000.

Mr Peter Jones: It applies to general miainten-
ance upgrading, does it?

Mr GRILL: Yes.

Itemn 131: Provision for New Staff-
Mr MacKINNON: I would appreciate it if the

Minister would give me a breakdown of how many
staff are involved and to which areas they will be
allocated.

Mr GRILL: This item provides for the cost of
proposed new staff appointments during the cur-
rent financial year and is in addition to funds
included in the sa la ries vote for departments.

In view of the difficult financial position facing
the State Government, greater control is being
exercised over the creation of new staff positions
during 1984-85. After Cabinet consideration of
departmental requests. it was decided to make a
global provision to cover the cost of new staff
approved during 1984-85. The salary costs of the
new staff approved will be a charge against the
individual departmental salaries and wages vote.
Accordingly. overspending against the individual
department's votes will be offset by corresponding
savings against this item. I think that really
reflects a new way of making provision for new
staff this year.

Mr COURT: The Minister said that a global
provision had been made for new staff. Estimates
for each department include items for new staff. I
do not understand the explanation.

Mr GRILL: I do not think the other divisions
make provision for new staff. They do make pro-
vision for additional staff costs and that relates, I
think, in most cases to costs relating to pay in-
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creases and things of the nature of extra
emoluments. In most cases within the departmen-
tal votes, there is an allocation for new staff and
the majority is covered within the $4.5 million.

Mr Court: Why did the amounts have to be put
into one item and not separated?

Mr GRILL: I think it was a matter of timing.
There was not the time to sort them out prior to
bringing down the Estimates.

Item 135: Rent for Office Accommodation-

Mr TRETHOWAN: What is the make up of
the office accommodation and how much of the
total figure represents an initial rental figure on
new buildings, which may be at a lower rate, as
against future rates that might be charged against
it? In other words, will we see that figure escalate
in subsequent Budgets? Much new accommo-
dation has been taken up at below market rentals
in order to get buildings filled? We might have to
face additional costs later on.

Mr GRILL: We probably would not be looking
at an escalation of costs in years to come. The
increase this year takes into account the full-year
effect of rental charges for new accommodation
taken up during 1983-84. Additional rental costs
are expected to arise from reviews of existing lease
agreements-they wvould be the older ones-and
the provision for proposed new accommodation
requirements in 1984-85.

Existing rental payments on accommodation for
Government departments is $16 million. The
estimated additional provision to cover the costs of
rental reviews on properties in accordance with the
lease agreements entered into with the lessors is
$2.9 million. The provision for proposed new ac-
commodation in 1984-85 is $704 000.

Generally, the situation is that there have been
quite a number of changes in Government accom-
modation. The increases will probably level off
now.

Mr MacKINNON: I believe this issue to be a
very important one. It is, in my view, where we see
the extravagances of this Government coming to
the fore. I do not agree with the Minister's assess-
ment that we will not see increases of a similar
magnitude in future years.

In 1982-83 the Government expended $13
million on accommodation in round terms. In
1983-84 it expended $16 million and the allo-
cation in 1984-85 is in excess of $119.5 million. In
two Budgets the provision for rental accommo-
dation has increased in excess of 50 per cent.
Surely that amount of inflation alone does not
account for the increase in rent for accommo-
dation. Let me be gracious and say that maybe 20

per cent of it does, or even 25 per ce 'nt. We then
assume that a 25 per cent rent adjustment has
been made in the Government's rental payout. in
other words, one would assume that the amount of
office space occupied has increased by 25 per cent
in 2 years. It should not have increased by 25 per
cent because the Government employs the same
number of workers.

Obviously there must have been an increase in
staff numbers. The member for Dale and I have
consistently pursued the Government on this mat-
ter. I do not believe that the Government has come
clean.

In the previous item we discussed the provision
for new staff. The amount involved in that item
was $4.5 million. That could mean an increase in
staff numbers of 400, 500, or even 1 000. Those
Figures are not included in this Budget. If the
Treasurer and the Government were dinkum,
these items would be included in each of the areas
to which they were allocated.

I do not buy the argument that the Government
did not have time. I think this is a sleight of hand.

Let us look at the comments made by the Minis-
ter a moment ago. He said that a similar blow-out
would not occur next year in rental accommo-
dation. I remind him that the Bunbury Atrium is
not included in the figure. If the Treasurer is to be
believed, I remind him also that the Government
has not started to pay rent on the City Mutual
Building. It got that office accommodation rent
free for a time.

Members can see how that figure will blow out
quite considerably and how this Government, in
my view;' is irresponsible in its approach to the
expansion of Government. I do not say that lightly
because I have an example of the way in which
this Government has been irresponsible in its ap-
proach to the rental of office space.

Members may have seen the answers to ques-
tions I have asked concerning the Kings Building.
In question 1611 on 7 Novemb * r. I asked the
Premier when the Government began leasing sec-
tions of the Kings Building. The reply was,
"I September 1983". On 13 November in a
further question-No. 1684-1 asked the Premier
how many floors of the Kings Building arc cur-
rently being leased by the Government. The
answer was "Four". Therefore, four floors are be-
ing leased al a cost of $96 per square metre inclus-
ive of all ongoing costs.

I then asked the Premier the following ques-
tions-

Since I September 1983, have any Govern-
ment departments or agencies been located in
this building?
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The answer is "Yes". That is very good-we have
had the building for 14 or 15 months and there are
some people in it. The question continued-

If so, which departments or agencies, and
over what period of time was the building so
occupied?

The answer to that question was that the building
was occupied by the smoking and health project,
and it had been occupied since 10 January 1984.
We have four floors of a central office building in
Perth being leased by the Government since I
September 1983, and the only people who have
occupied it are the "Quit" Campaign people. It
has been occupied since 10 January by a staff of
eight, and they occupy four floors of a Govern-
ment building. It must get draughty!

I then asked the Premier-
Since I September 1983, what has been the

total rental paid for the lease at the sections
of the Kings Building leased by the Govern-
ment?

The answer will amaze members. The figure was
$249 312, which is nearly $250 000. It might not
seem a lot of money to members on the Govern-
ment side of the Chamber, but I can assure them
that to many groups throughout the community it
is a lot of money. There are schools in my elector-
'ate which are going without facilities, and the
unemployed people in this State would think that
$250 000 is a large sum of money. That is the
amount that is being spent by this Government for
floor space.

I do not have a ny confidence in what the Minis-
ter has been saying, and I do not have any confi-
dence in the statements the Premier so glibly
makes in this regard from time to time.

The Premier said that his Government is a
Government that will pursue efficiency and yet I
have given an example of the money the Govern-
ment has wasted.

The office block has been empty for over a year,
and $250 000 of the taxpayers' money has been
flushed down the drain. This Government stands
condemned in this regard: and I believe that we
will see the rental figure ballooning out again by
20 to 25 per cent next year. This will continue
until the Government is got rid of.

Mr COURT: I would like to back up the com-
ments made by the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition.

On the one hand we have the Government say-
ing that it will not increase the number of people
working in the Public Service and that it has a
policy to try and reduce the numbers of public
servants in certain areas. It has said it is getting
rid of 300-odd people from a certain division of

the Public Works Department: and other
examples could be given. However, we not only
have this increase in the amount of rent that is
being paid for office accommodation, but the fact
is that the Government is also leasing unnecessary
space.

The example highlighted by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition is quite scandalous. That
amount of money is being paid out today, every
dlay, on space that is not being used. So much for
the so-called efficiency the Government was trying
to pursue.

Mr Davies: I think we have one of your ex-
members looking after this office.

Mr Terry Burke: HeI is doing a good job.

Mr COURT: That is not the point.

Mr Davies: You are looking cross.

Mr COURT: The member for Perth may say
that the deal the Government did with CMVL was a
good deal. We should be told what the liability is
in regard to this Budget.

Mr Davies: It is too late at night to shout. and
you are not impressing anyone.

Mr MacKinnon: Does not the Minister agree
that $250 000 is being wasted?

Mr Davies: That is absolute sludge you are
bringing up.

Mr COURT: It is not absolute sludge. When in
Opposition the Government said it would improve
the efficiency of government and that it would cut
down on the size of government, but here we have
one area where it has had a field day this year and
we should know what liabilities have been incurred
and what leases have been signed.

The Opposition should be given the full picture
about all the rental properties the Government
has. In two years' time it could well be that the
Government of the day, which hopefully will not
be the Government of the present, will come up
with some very high rental figures. I would like
the Minister to give us an indication if any other
deals have been undertaken in regard to properties
which are similar to the CMVL deal. In this regard
they have a rental holiday for some period and
then the heavy rents start being paid further down
the line. I would like to know if there are any other
examples.

The other matter that concerns me is the new
office building in Bunbury. It has been guaranteed
a high rental over a long period of time in order
that the project is made attractive for the
developer.
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Mr Grill: That is not true. You are talking
about something you know little about. You
should be careful about what you are saying.

Mr COURT: The Government has answered
questions where it has explained that it will
guarantee rentals on the office building. The
Government knows that people in Runbury who
have office accommodation for half that rental
cost have problems. If the Government is going to
pull out of other buildings to go into the new
building, it will cause a problem in the market-
place.

Mr Grill: I go to Bunbury more often than you
and I meet with eminent business people. I can tell
you that that is not a worry nor a concern. If you
had listened to the explanations I gave in this
Chamber, when I think you were present, regard-
ing the justification of those rentals, you would not
be saying what you are now.

Mr COURT: The Minister is saying that the
people who have office accommodation in
Bunbury from which Government departments
currently Operate do not mind that it will move out
of those offices into new offices and that they will
lose the Government as a tenant?

Mr Grill: If you are putting the affirmative
case, you can tell me all the instances.

Mr COURT: I am asking the Minister a ques-
tion. He said that the business and property
owners are not worried about the Government
changing office space in Bunbury.

Mr Grill: They are not the least bit concerned.
You are putting forward the affirmative case and
I ask you to give me the evidence.

Mr COURT: The Minister wants me to give
him examples. I cannot do that at this moment. I
was in Bunbury only yesterday and the situation
was brought to my attention. It is a very real
problem. However, the Minister has put it on
record that it is not a problem.

M r GrillI: ItI is not a problem.
Mr Rushton: Commonsense would tell you it is

a problem.
Mr Grill: You are making a mistake about it.

Mr COURT: Does the Minister think it is right
that I should name property owners in Bunbury
who are concerned about losing the Government
as a tenant?

Mr Davies: I am asking you how many times
and in what context these matters have been
raised.

Mr MacKinnon: It was raised with me.
Mr Davies: I have heard the people say they

have had a number of telephone conversations and

they often mean they have had two. A certain
language is used in this Chamber to try to impress
people and it does not mean very much. I ask the
member to substantiate his case and to tell us how
many people brought it up with him and in what
context.

Mr Grill: Only party functionaries.
Mr COURT: Does the Minister mean members

of the Liberal Party? Would it matter if they were
members of the Liberal Party and raised the com-
plaint?

Mr Grill: It was brought up in terms of an
election issue and not in any other way. I suspect
that is the case.

Mr Blaikie: You are not the judge and the jury.
Mr Grill: It is true that I am not, and I may be

wrong.
Mr COURT: The Minister is now admitting

that some people in Bunbury could be concerned.
Mr Grill: I do not think that is the ease.
Mr COURT: The Minister said previously that

it definitely was not the case and now he thinks it
is not the case.

Mr Davies: There are always those who oppose
any change. Bunbury people will be delighted to
know that you do not want it to progress.

Mr COURT: I did not say that and the member
for Victoria Park should not jump to conclusions.

Mr Davies: You are saying, "Do not put it there
because we do not want it".

Mr COURT: Any project should stand on its
own two feet With regard to market rentals. The
member knows that.

Mr Davies: You are changing your tack.
Mr COURT: What is the Minister's answer to

the example raised by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition?

Mr Davies: I am sorry, he was not absorbing
enough for me to follow him.

Several members interjected.
Mr MacKinnon: The Minister for Arts would

rather finish the crossword in the newspaper than
listen to debate on substantial amounts of expendi-
ture.

Mr Davies: I was not finishing the crossword, I
was reading Saturday's speech.

Mr COURT: The rents in Bunbury started at
$150 a square metre and we are talking about
buildings in the central city at $96 a square metre.
The Minister's explanation was that when one
moves out of the central business district one must
be prepared to pay higher rental for that type of
accommodation in a regional centre such as this.
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Mr Grill: Developers will give you the same
story.

Mr COURT: It does not make sense.
Mr Grill: The financiers are not prepared to put

u p large sums for big office blocks such as that
because the return by way of capital appreciation
cannot be guaranteed. For that reason they ask a
higher rental. That is why these office blocks can-
not be built too far away from the central office
district.

Mr Trethowan: That is not true.
Mr Grill: Tell me one that has been built else-

where.
Mr COURT: Is the Minister asking about a

high-rise block?
Mr Grill: Yes.
Mr MacKinnon: What rent does the Govern-

ment pay for the high-rise building in Geraldton
where it rents accommodation? I'll bet you
London to a brick on that it is nowhere near $150
a square metre,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I do not mean to
reflect on the last member who very rarely inter-
jects but I am beginning to wonder whose speech
this is.

Mr COURT: The Government has been ex-
travagant with regard to the question of renting
accommodation. It should not be thought that it
can get out of answering the questions by saying
that one of the Opposition's Cornier Ministers is
advising it on the deal. The Government is making
the decisions. The CIVL deal was done before the
gentleman concerned took up his position. I do not
think that there is any need for the Government to
pay these large amounts in rent. We hear much
talk about helping small business people. I do not
see how the Government is helping the small busi-
ness community by wasting taxpayers' funds rent-
ing office accommodation that it does not use.
This is another typical example of extravagance
by this Government, as illustrated. in the previous
explanation in connection with the provision of
new staff. We were told that there was a global
provision for this. We have been debating staffing
levels on many items and I do not accept the
explanations given by the Minister on the previous
item or the explanation given on these rental costs.

I would very much like the Government to give
a full outline of its rcntal properties, what it is
paying, when the reviews are due, and what deals
it has done whereby there may be future liabilities
which are not mentioned in these items.

Mr TRETIAOWAN: I wonder at the commer-
cial background of members in the Government
when they make some of the statements that have

been made this evening; for example, that it is
necessary to pay more per square metre for office
space outside the city centre because it costs more
to put it there. The fact remains that it is com-
pletely the opposite way around. If one looks at
the development of office accommodation in me-
dium-rise developments the cost per square metre
outside the city is significantly lower for a very
good reason; that is, because the land price is
significantly lower. The reason there are 30-
storeyed buildings in the city block is that the land
price is so high. In order to maximise the return
on capital invested the plot ratio must be
maximised and the developers have to aim for a
high rental. Because of the geographic location of
the development they are able to obtain high
rentals. The case is different when one moves
away from the city, For example, I refer to
Sydney; the highest maximum cost per square
metre is for office accommodation in Sydney, the
next highest cost is for buildings in North Sydney,
and then out to Chatswood, Blacktown, or
Parramatta where the prices per square metre for
rental accommodation are much lower. Office ac-
commodation finds its own market.

Mr Grill: You do not know what you are talking
about.

Mr TRETH-OWAN: The same is true within
Perth. The cost of developing West Perth and
South Perth office blocks and the value per square
metre for rental is lower than for buildings in the
central city.

Mr Grill: I will arrange for some Treasury
officers to give an explanation.

Mr TRETHOWAN: I would prefer to have an
explanation from a commercial leasing company
around the city, one that has been dealing with the
market for office accommodation on a day-to-day
basis rather than listen to someone from Treasury.

If a banker's assessment is that a medium-rise
buildtng in Bunbury is too high a risk to bear the
normal market price, there is no justification for
building it. The Government is putting it there
because of its wish to erect office accommodation
of that kind in Bunbury whether or not it is com-
mercially suitable and provides the most effective
accommodation at the lowest cost to the taxpayer.
The Government is not interested in what the tax-
payers of this State have to pay now and in the
future for the accommodation it undertakes to
rent. It is only interested in the political effect that
it seeks to achieve through that.

I understand that the Bunbury building was not
put out to tender and that the Government has no
knowledge about what could have been built of
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that nature on a commercially competitive basis at
a lower rental cost.

Mr Grill: What building of this sort has been
put out to tender?

Mr TRETH-OWAN: If the Government wanted
to build a commercially viable property, many
people would tender to erect the building. One can
allow the developer to put the financial package
together.

Mr Grill: What other accommodation that the
Government now occupies or has occupied has
gone to tender'?

Mr TRETHOWAN: It has not been built by
the Government offering it. The Government has
taken a complete building on the commercial mar-
ket and taken up tenancies in it. In this case the
Government has done a deal and said, 'We will
pay you this if you put up the building,' without
any competition or searching for rental values to
find whether someone else can put up a develop-
ment package more cheaply.

Mr Grill: You are miles off beam.

Mr TRETHO WAN: l am not, and the Minister
knows enough about commercial operations to
know that if finance is required, some people can
organise: better Financial deals than others. They
can put together a package of land, buildings, and
the finance necessary at a much better competitive
price than others. The Government did not test the
market. There is no comparable accommodation
to establish a competitive price for that area. The
figure was picked out of the blue. A price of $150
per square metre is the absolute top. In no way can
the Government justify that to the taxpayer.

Mr Blaikie: The Government did not even ap-
proach anybody else to build it. The Government
did a deal.

Mr TRETHOWAN: Howv much is being hid-
den in the increase this year? How much of the
accommodation is leased with low starting rents,'
or cheap rents which will be paid for by the tax-
payer? How much of this is the beginning of a
"buy now and pay later" or rather "rent now, pay
later" situation?

Believe me. there is an old commercial ploy in
the rental market: Get someone into a building at
a low rental and then wait with an arbitration
clause in your lease. As soon as one gets through
that period one offers the arbitration clause. Be-
cause the rental is comparable with other build-
ings in the vicinity, the rent may go up by 150 to
200 per cent. The tenant will not move because the
cost would be more than the increase in rent. It
may cost two or three million dollars to shift, but
if one's rent is $500 000, it is not worth it.

How much is being put into the buildings at a
loss cost? The Government has to pay the rent or
shift into another building.

Mr Blaikie: It will be interesting to hear the
Minister's answer.

Mr TRETHOWAN: it will be interesting to
hear the Minister's answer. This is an area of
great concern to the people of this State, and they
will become increasingly concerned about it when
they see the cost in next year's Budget. These
extravagant buildings are being planned, not even
on a commercial tender, with no assessment of the
real market value or rental value of a building of
that kind in that position.

Mr Rushton: It is like the one in Kalgoorlie.
Mr TRETHOWAN: This is put in for political

advantage, not for the cost of the accommodation
to be raced by the taxpayers of this State. The
Minister has a lot to answer for and the Govern-
ment has a lot to answer for in this area.

Mr GRILL: The simple facts are that this
Government has done the same deals in respect of
leasing accommodation in this city.

Mr Trethowan: Like the one the Deputy Leader
brought up.

Mr GRILL: If the member wants details of
them, I suggest he put a question on notice to the
Premier.

Mr Blaikie: This is the Budget debate, you are
supposed to be answering.

Several members interjected.

Mr GRILL: No-one is hiding the details. If the
member wants details he should put a question on
notice and he will receivt-the full answer.

Mr Blaikie: This is the Budget debate; we are
supposed to have the answers.

Mr GRILL: I have given the details in respect
of the cost of existing accommodation. I have
given the details in respect of the estimated ad-
ditional provision to cover reviews of rental for the
forthcoming year. I have given the provision for
new accommodation for the forthcoming year. If
the member wants further details, I suggest that
he put a question on notice and he will be given
answers.

In respect of the Bunbury accommodation, let
me assure members that that particular accommo-
dation was thoroughly checked out, first, by the
Treasury; secondly, by a special committee set up
to look at the cost of renting; and, thirdly, by the
Superannuation Board.

Mr Peter Jones: Do you mean from Bunbury,
and was it from within the Government or
outside?
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Mr GRILL: It was a governmental committee.
Mr Peter Jones: So it was within the Govern-

ment?

Mr GRILL: Yes.

Mr Peter Jones: There was no commercial ex-
pertise on the committee.

Mr GRILL: The Superannuation Board is one
of the larger owners of city office accommodation

-- and a number of discussions were held with it in
relation to these costs. Let me assure members
that the return to Austrnark on the building in
Bunbury is minimal.

Mr MacKinnon: What do you call "minimal"?

Mr GRILL: I cannot give members the exact
figures now, but it is less than the return that
would be expected on a central city block.

Mr MacKinnon: When you say "less than the
return expected", is that on the rental. Aren't they
going to sell the building to the Superannuation
Board and you will lease it from the
Superannuation Board?

Mr Clarko: The Superannuation Board will not
take it.

Mr GRI LL: That is true.

Mr Clarko:, Your rents are too high for
Bunbury.

Mr GRILL: That is true. The Superannuation
Board did not want to buy the building. It did not
want to be the landlord at the rents that the
Government was prepared to pay. The member is
right. I do not know where he got his information,
but he is right, and thast gives the lie to all the
other comments some ofhis colleagues have been
making tonight.

I know Opposition members want to make some
sort of election issue out of this. My friend op-
posite, who claims to have some sort of commer-
cial knowledge, has shown absolute lack of com-
mercial knowledge tonight in relation to city and
country leasehold property. Any time he likes 1
shall arrange for him and his young colleague to
have some sort of a lesson.

Mr Bradshaw: What about the cost of the build-
ing? It has been inflated.

Mr GRILL: The member for Murray-
Wellington should keep quiet. He is not involved
in this argument, and nor should he be until he has
had a few years' educatiion.

Mr Peter Jones: Don't get testy.

Mr GRILL: I do not want to get testy. Oppo-
sition members are the ones who get testy, because
they cannot accept the fact that, in our Premier
and in our Cabinet today, we have people who are

much more commercially astute than most of
them.

Opposition members interjected.

Mr COURT: The Minister is trying to rewrite
the rental book in respect of country offices. He is
saying that, if we want to rent offices in the
country, we must be prepared to pay a lot more
than in the central business district. Everyone in
this State knows that the most expensive rentals
are in the central business district of Perth. The
Chairman knows what the office rentals are in
Rockingham. They are very cheap compared to
rentals in the central business district of Perth.

Mr Grill: Sit down. You don't know what you
are talking about.

Mr COURT: It is not correct for the Minister
to try to tell us that country rentals are higher
than city rentals.

A question asked by the member for East
Melville and me related to deals under which there
are possible future liabilities. For example, a low
rental or no rental is charged now, and that is
followed up by higher rentals further down the
track. The Minister has not answered that ques-
tion and it is very important, because if the
Government is committing the taxpayer to those
types of deals, I would have thought it was normal
accounting practice-a good commercial prac-
tice-to tell us about the deals and what is
involved.

Would the Minister indicate whether there are
other deals, besides that in respect of the CML
Building, which operate on the same basis? I shall
give an example in respect of country office ac-
commodation. We are aware of the new accommo-
dation the Government has taken in the city area;
we know about the space changes in the
Superannuation Building, the new space taken in
the CML Building and elsewhere, and the King's
example which the Deputy Premier gave.

In this context I will refer to a small Govern-
ment office in Dowerin; that is. the office of the
local Agriculture Protection Board officer. The
officer needs space in which to carry out his cleri-
cal duties and to store his chemicals and other
tools of trade. I might add that he is not
complaining about the extravagance of other
office accommodation; nonetheless he has to work
in an extremely old building. His office is part of
an old building, the main tenant of which,' is an "op
shop", selling the usual old prams, clothes, and
furniture. A section of the building is cordoned off
with a low barrier to provide his office. He cer-
tainly needs better office accommodation, and
surely no-one would dispute the Government's
providing more money to improve his accommo-
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dation. His is very unsuitable accommodation,
certainly from the security angle because of the
chemicals he has to store.'

His situation is particularly annoying when we
realise the extravagance of this .Government
across the board. If that person in Dowerin knew
that $250 000 was spent last year on vacant office
space in the middle of Perth, he would have every
right to be upset. This Government's extravagance
needs to be brought under control.

I would appreciate the Minister's attempting to
answer my question about the future liabilities on
any leases that the Government has signed.

Mr GRILL: 1 have no doubt that the Govern-
ment has signed hundreds of teases for various
accommodation throughout the metropolitan area.
It is entirely unreasonable for the Opposition to
expect me to have that sort of information here
tonight. if that sort of detailed infor-
mation-which would require a review of all the
leases and which would take someone considerable
time to dig out-is wanted, it surely cannot be
expected to be within my grasp right now. If a
question is put on the Notice Paper, I am sure the
Treasurer will obtain the information.

Mr MacKINNON: What the Government
should be doing is using some of the expertise
about which the Deputy Premier waxes long and
lyrical. It should ensure that all Government ac-
commodation in WA is placed on computer. When
we were debating the items in the Treasurer's
Division 4 "Department of Premier and Cabinet",
he indicated that the item "Services and Con-
tracts" which had an allocation of, I think,
$597 000. included about $300 000 for computer
services to provide, in his office at the department
access to thc Government's land holdings.

It would seem to me-if it is not already
happening-that all the office space the Govern-
ment rents should be on that register, which
should be listed publicly every year so that we and
the public can have knowledge of exactly what
office accommodation is currently tenanted by the
Government, what rentals are being paid, and
what vacant office blocks the Government has
around t he city-such as the Kings Building we
came across.

The Treasurer again waxed long and lyrical
when he came to government about how when we
were in office we did not have any idea of what
land we had here, there, or anywhere, but I do not
agree with or accept thatI situation.

Mr Jamieson: I asked questions in regard to
rentals.

Mr MacKINNON: As I have said here before,
I do not believe that what we did in the past is any

testimony for what we should do in the future.
Tonight we heard the Treasurer saying that times
have changed, and we have heard the Minister fo
the Arts saying exactly the same thing. I agree
that times are changing to the extent that three-
quarters of the taxpayers' money is being thrown
out the window on a vacant office block.

If we undertook this exercise annually and
presented to the Parliament a report on what
assets the Government has, their location, their
value, and who occupies the premises, it would be
a sensible way of ensuring an audit by the Parlia-
ment is carried out and would be a check on the
Government's performance in this area. The
Government should take up that suggestion. If we
were in government, we would certainly take it up.

Mr Grill: You were in government a couple of
years ago and did nothing.

Mr MacKINNON: We would be giving serious
consideration to it.

Mr Gordon Hill: You won't have to worry about
it for a long time.

Div ision 35 put and passed.

Division 36: Taxation, $6 390 000-

Mr COURT: In connection with the Budget
allocation under the Treasurer's vote it says
"Budgeting Division" and it outlines the different
people involved in the budgeting function of
Treasury. I was wondering why there is not some
allocation for the budgetary functions carried out
by the Minister for Budget Management. The
amount seems to have been put onto the Treasurer
and not onto the Minister for Budget Manage-
ment.

My second question is: Can the Minister give
me any indication of whether additional staff had
to be put on in the department to alleviate the
collection of FID since it was introduced at the
beginning of this year?

Mr GRILL: The answer to the member's first
question is that the staff establishment for the
Minister for Budget Management is actually
within Treasury itself. He does not have a separate
staff establishment for himself. He calls on the
expertise of the Treasury Department as such.

Mr Court: It is unusual that the title is
"Minister for Budget Management", is it not, yet
his staff are in Treasury?

Mr GRILL: It is, but I think it is also a way of
relieving the Treasurer from personal responsi-
hili ty.

In respect of additional staff, new staff were
taken on in 1983-84 and their additional salaries
amounted to $241 000.
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Mr Court: That was substantial.

M r GR I LL: I realIly cannot say. Iti is not broken
up.

In respect of 1984-85, proposed new staff ap-
pointments amount to $107 000. 1 think it is un-
likely we would categorise staff in relation to a
particular tax. However, those two figures I have
given would indicate the level of new staff recruit-
ment.

M r Court: They are broken up here.

Mr GRILL: They are just some of the divisions
within the State Taxation Department. As far as I
know, there is no separate section for F ID.

Item I: Salaries, Wages and Allowances-

Mr MacKINNON: I would appreciate an ex-
planation of the additional assistance, which is
listed as $68 000 for this year. This itemn has come
up several times, particularly in the Treasurer's
vote. I would appreciate an explanation.

M r G R ILL: I cannot tell the member, but I willI
find out.

Item 2: Other Staffing Costs-
Mr COURT: Would the Minister give an expla-

nation of the other staffing costs. Again a big
increase is shown here. Is there a simple expla-
nation for it'?

Mr GRILL: I cannot give a definite answer on
that.

IUemn 11. Pay-roll Tax -
Mr COURT: Again, there is almost a doubling

of the amount. Is there an explanation for that?!
Perhaps it might be to do with somec of the payroll
tax changes brought in with the last Budget. Does
the Minister have ant explanation?

Mr GRI LL: I do have some explanation on item
2. The additional provision is mainly attributable
to higher payroll tax of $31 000 based on salary
payments in 1984, an increase in workers' com-
pensation insurance of $5 000, and seminar ex-
penses for computer staff of S$10 000. The balance
of $9 683 is required to cover general cost in-
creases.

In respect of payroll tax, the estimiate provides
for increased travelling kilomerreage Costs
required to support the appointment of new inves-
tigators in 1984-85 and increased rates in travel-
ling and kilomeireage that amount to 323 000. In
addition, provision is made for higher costs of
postage, printing, stationery, maintenance of ma-
chines, and paper costs of $7 42 1.

Division 36 put and passed.

D~ivision 37: Valuer General's Office,
$5859000-

Item 1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances-

Mr MacK INNON: I am not sure whether the
Minister has this information, but again ad-
ditional assistance amounting to $44 000 is listed
for the Valuer General's Office. I would appreci-
ate an explanation of that amount.

Mr GRI LL: No, l am afraid once again I do not
have that information.

Division 37 put and passed.

Mr PARKER: I move-

That Divisions 21 to 25 be now taken.

Question put and passed.

Division 21: Industrial Affairs, $5 002 000-

Mr COURT: I would like to put a couple of
questions. The first relates to the operations of the
factories and shops section. One of the most con-
troversial areas that these people have to
handle-and it is being looked into at present-,
further down under the Industrial Commission
there is an inquiry into trading hours-is the ques-
tion of trading hours and the problems the inspec-
tors have in policing the sometimes ridiculous pro-
visions relating not only to those hours, but also to
the types of goods that can be sold at those times.

During the year an absurd ease arose in my
electorate involving kitchen renovation shops
which were opening on the weekends. I think
legally they could only sell the kitchen part on a
Sunday and not the whitegoods such as the stove,
fridge, and other items that go into the kitchen.
They had been opening for many years and
trading successfully on Sundays when the shops
and factories inspectors made a so-called raid on
some of the shops. They said that the shops could
not sell the whitegoods on a Sunday. They could
open the shop and have the kitchen itself on dis-
play and could write orders for the kitchen, but
they had to physically remove those items from
the shop. Members can imagine the ridiculous
situation and the difficult position those inspectors
found themselves in when they went to the shops
and said. "Wc want you to remove these goods on
Sunday". It caused a big problem because in most
of those shops the items were built in. Some of the
kitchens had to be disassembled so that the dish-
washers and benchtop stoves could be pulled out.

This highlights some of the provisions that the
factories and shops inspectors are being told to
Police. It is not just a Matter of trading hours but
of the types of goods shops can sell. I think the
member for Victoria Park in his last year in Oppo-
sition raised some of the problems being experi-
enced by corner stores and delis when they could
sell certain goods but had to block off a section of
the shop which contained goods they could not
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sell. The member for Victoria Park should realise
that things have not changed. The funny little
anomalies within this Act are still there and are
making it difficult for the factories and shops in-
spectors to do their job.

Mr Davies: We are doing something about it;
that is the point.

Mr COURT: What is being done about it?
Mr Davies: The Kelly inquiry is looking into all

aspects of this. Your Government would not move
on it when I brought it up from the other side of
the Chamber, but we are doing something about
it.

Mr COURT: 1 am very interested in the
recommendations the report will make.

Mr Davies: I am sure you will be making a
submission, won't you?

Mr COURT: No, I said I am very interested in
the contents of the report. 1 think the Government
will try to have the report out by Christmas. 1 have
been asking questions in recent days about when it
will come out in connection with the trading hours
which will apply for Christmas shopping.

Mr Davies: Don't waste our time.
Mr COURT: Do the industrial inspectors come

under this provision or do they come under the
Office of Industrial Relations?

Mr Parker: Administratively, at the moment,
they are under the Office of Industrial Relations.
However, in the past they have been under the
department of industrial affairs. I think it would
be safer if you talked about them under this item.

Mr COURT: There are 5I industrial officers
included under the Office of Industrial Relations.

The other question relates to the new office of
occupational health, safety and welfare. Will the
inspectors under that office come under the new
commission?

Mr Parker: Yes, a number will in next year's
Budget. The date for the commencement of oper-
ation of the new commission is February next
year. That legislation has not yet becn passed by
the Parliament.

Mr COURT: I think what the Minister is trying
to say is that the new Occupational Health, Safety
and Welfare Commission will draw its officers
from a number of areas, and the Budget allocation
in this Division related to that new commission
will go into the funding of the new commission.

Mr Parker: That is right.
Mr COURT. The shops and factories people

have a difficult job. I do not envy them some of
the duties which they are forced to carry out. I
mentioned a case about some kitchen people in

particular. It made it virtually impossible for them
to operate. The shops and factories inspectors put
quite considerable pressure on the people and
threatened them with some sort of action to close
them down. When it got to that desperate situ-
ation, we made representations to the Minister.
He must have seen the absurdity of the situation
and allowed them to keep the goods.

Mr Parker: You have had more success with
them than I have in the premises.

Mr COURT: Has the Minister got problems in
the kitchen business too?

Mr Parker: Not in the kitchen business, but
similar problems.

Mr COURT: They are difficult problems. This
is probably the area that annoys the small business
operators the most. It is the most difficult for the
Government to police, because no small business-
man likes to see his competitors receiving an un-
fair advantage.

Mr PARKER: The Government is aware of and
sympathises with the points raised by the member
for Nedlands concerning the Factories and Shops
Act. Indeed, as -the Minister for the Environment
pointed out by way of interjection, although it
does not cover the whole gambit of the Factories
and Shops Act, the Kelly inquiry is intended to
deal with most of the problems in terms of trading
hours and so on. Only the other day Cabinet
reconsidered a major revision of a whole range of
bureaucratic regulations that have grown up
under the Factories and Shops Act, most of which,
we believe, are quite unnecessary. We have asked
the Minister to correct that situation if at all poss-
ible.

We believe that the Act is in need of major
revision. The Minister for the Environment, as the
member for Nedlands pointed out, is responsible
for drawing attention to a lot of crazy anomalies
in the Act. One problem brought to my attention
concerns beach hats. Apparently if a beach hat
has a cigarette advertisement or an advertisement
for Rottniest on it there is no problem as far as
selling is concerned, but if it is an ordinary hat it
cannot be sold. There are a lot of absurdities and
we are trying to address those.

Secondly, the member was right in that when
the Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare
Commission is set up. as always happens when
there is a re-organisation of departments, budget-
ary items will be transferred. This has been
happening since time immemorial, The fact is that
we have had to bring down a Budget which re-
flects the current position. That will be
reorganised and when next year's Estimates are
available members will see it will be under the
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heading of the Occupational Health, Safety and
Welfare Commission.

Item 9: Factories and Shops-
Mr COURT: I would appreciate it if the Minis-

ter could give an explanation as to the reason that
this sum has doubled this year.

Mr PARKER: The considerable increase pro-
vides for EDP charges of $45 000 compared with
1983-84 when it was nil. Crown Law costs were
$12900 this year and were nil in 1983-84.
Stationery requirements associated with EDP
were S7 000 additional and purchase of equipment
for noiFsa abatement requirments totalled $18 000.
Members will appreciate that the new noise abate-
ment regulations came into force this financial
yea r,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Just before I call the
member for Nedlands it is obvious that Hansard is
having difficulty picking up the Minister's speech.
I think the difficulty is that in his endeavour to
help the member for Nedlands he is speaking to
him rather than to the Chair.

Item 10: Construction Safety-
Mr COURT: I would appreciate it if the Minis-

ter could give the reason that there has been quite
a large increase in this item.

Mr PARKER: The increased amount includes
increased workers' compensation premiums of
$2 000. Crown Law costs of $1 400, purchase of
equipment for noise abatement of $26 000, and
the purchase of voice pagers of $3 000.

Item 11: Machinery Inspection-
Mr COURT: The explanation for item 11 is

possibly the same but, since the Minister
mentioned the increase for noise abatement 1 ask
whether it has been necessary to purchase special
equipment.

Mr PARKER: It has been necessary to pur-
chase metering equipment. The Minister for
Health probably knows what is required better
'than I do. However, metering equipment has been
purchased, together with safety equipment, in or-
der to ensure the safety of the people carrying out
the metering. It is all fairly expensive because if a
person is to be prosecuted for exceeding a certain
decibel level the facts must be correct.

Mr Peter Jones: There has been a massive in-
crease in those three items.

Division 21 put and passed.

Division 22: Industrial Commission,
$11737 000-

Mr COURT: The Industrial Commission in this
State carries out a very important role, as we all
know. In the last year or so we have been debating

industrial relations matters at considerable length
and we have been adamant about the fact that the
centralised system of industrial relations which
has been established for many years is not catering
for the demands of society today. For these
reasons it is very important that, when debating
the operations and activities of the Industrial
Commission, and funding for different operations,
the Government should have a very open mind
about how the operations of the commission could
be improved to cater better for the industrial re-
lations demands of today. I am opposed to our
industrial relations system's becoming more and
more centralised. Some people advocate getting
rid of the State industrial commissions and con-
centrating all powers with the Australian Concili-
ation and Arbitration Commission. That would be
a detrimental move.

The Government is aware that the policy we are
advocating is that more and more industrial re-
lations decision-making be done closer to the shop
floor. Our concept of voluntary employment con-
tracts which we put forward in the amendments to
the industrial relations legislation was based on
our keenness to have employer-employee decisions
made in the workplace. They should not be left to
a commission, whether it is the Industrial Com-
mission or the arbitration commission further up
the line.

As our industrial relations system currently
works, the commission has a very demanding job
and is under a great deal of pressure. It is
interesting to note that it is one of the few depart-
ments we have so far debated in the Budget which
has not had a large increase in expenditure. It is
an increase caused by inflation only.

I am not sure if the Minister can answer my
question, but I ask if the Industrial Commission
has prepared a case to put to the Hancock inquiry
as to how changes will occur in the Australian
industrial relations system. If the commission has
prepared a submission to that inquiry, has it
received input from outside its circle of com-
missioners and associated people? Has it gone into
the community and consulted people practising in
the field of industrial relations to help it to prepare
a case for the Hancock inquiry? If the Minister
has the information, I would be interest~d to know
the timetable associated with the Hancock inquiry
and when it will report its findings.

The commission has been asked to carry out the
inquiry into trading hours.

Mr Parker: A commissioner has been asked: it is
not a function of the commission.

Mr COURT: It is listed under item 9.
Mr Parker interjected.
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The CHAIRMAN: I would prefer the Minister
to give his answers through the Chair so that we
give the Hansard reporters some chance to do
their job at this late hour.

Mr COURT: It has been explained that the
inquiry is being carried out, not by the Industrial
Commission, but by one of the commissioners.
Thai inquiry is creating a lot of interest. The ques-
tion of trading hours has always been a very
emotional point: it will always be a difficult sub-
ject for any Government to act on or to make
changes to.

Copies of many of the submissions have been
Sent to Me in my role as shadow Minister for small
business. It seems an emotional issue with small
business. It will be interesting to see what Com-
missioner Kelly comes out with when the inquiry
is completed. The general point I make under the
Industrial Commission is that at times it must
operate under a lot of pressure. I hope it is taking
the opportunity to stand back a little from its day-
to-day operations and the system under which it is
currently operating to see whether changes cannot
be made to make the industrial relations system
more relevant to today.

I know it is an emotional issue on both sides. 11
was enlightening that the Minister in a recent
debate said that he agreed there was need [or
change in the industrial relations system. That is
one thing both sides agree on; there is a need [or
improvement. That was the thinking behind the
Opposition's coming up with an initiative which I
must repeat was developed in conjunction with
many sections of the small business community
and certainly supported by all those groups.

I hope the Industrial Commission does not see
the initiative we brought forward as an attack on
its operations. but instead as an attempt to widen
the public debate on how the changes can be
brought into the industrial relations system.

Mr PARKER: Firstly, in relation to the
Hancock inquiry, the Government has made a
submission which is a fairly substantial one. In
general terms it has been directed towards trying
to rectify some of the glaring quarrels between the
State and Federal jurisdictions and trying to allow
some transfer of power. This will be made easier if
the referendum is. carried on I December. As the
member for Nedlands said, that could be of con-
cern, but some of the Federal commission's power
could go to the State commission. What we
suggest is a situation where a body which is
effectively a State body would exercise Federal
jurisdiction.

I am not aware if the commission as such has
made a submission to the Hancock inquiry. I

would be surprised if that were the case. Individ-
ual commissioners may have made submissions,
and they have no doubt consulted as they thought
fit. They are entitled to make submissions.

The inquiry has broadly sought submissions
from all over the place. I understand it is receiving
them from this State as well as from throughout
the nation. The Kelly inquiry is not an inquiry by
the Industrial Commission. Commissioner Kelly is
the Chief Industrial Commissioner, but he is not
currying out his inquiry on that basis, he has
simply been commissioned by the Government in
the samne way as a judge would be commissioned
to carry out a Royal Commission or something of
the sort.

Finally, we have had many industrial relations
debates in recent times, and no doubt we will have
others. I simply say that this Budget reflects basi-
cally the status quo. Points have been made for
and against other aspects which were raised in the
past.

Division 22 put and passed.

Division 23: Public Service Arbitration,
5130 000-put and passed.

Division 24: Office of Industrial Relations,
51 877 000-

Mr COURT: The Leader of the Opposition
would normally be handling [he debate on this
matter in this Chamber, and we were trying to
ascertain whether we could postpone debate on
this Division tonight. but the Minister wants to
proceed with it.

The Office of Industrial Relations has become
rather controversial since the Government has
come into power-controversial in the sense that
we have been very concerned that the office has
not been providing protection to people in the
workplace, whether they are employers or em-
ployees. It has not been providing protection to
which those people are entitled under the existing
laws.

Very early, in the piece it became obvious that
the Government was keen to introduce major
changes to industrial relations legislation, and the
Minister for Industrial Relations said publicly
that cert ain sections of the law which relate to
industrial relations simply would not be enforced.
This has created an intolerable situation. We have
had the position where standover tactics and in-
timidation in the workplace have increased dra-
matically in particular sections of certain indus-
tries.

Mr Jamieson: Go for a bit of union bashing!

Mr COURT: The member for Welshpool men-
tions union bashing-
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Mr Jlamieson: Your grandfather would turn
over in his grave if he heard you.

Mr COURT: -but I assure him that I am
talking about the fact that certain sections of the
union movement have been using various tactics to
increase their membership-tactics which should
not be able to be used. From the Premier down,
there has been general agreement that some of the
tactics which have been used, should not have
been.

The disconcerting aspect is that the Office of
Industrial Relations has been reluctant to send out
inspectors when problems arise. The standard ex-
cuse is, "The Minister says you should make an
official complaint in writing and we will send out
an inspector". I would have thought a department
with a substantial staff, as is the case in respect of
the Office of Industrial Relations, would assist in
these cases. I would have -thought that when
people ring the office with complaints, when the
staff hear about complaints and read about prob-
lems in the media, it would be part of the duties of
industrial inspectors to ascertain whether they can
assist.

This is the area in which the Office of Industrial
Relations has not been working. We have been
talking about it in this Chamber, and members of
the Government have urged us to come up with
the examples. I will not bore the Chamber tonight
by reciting some of the cases which quite publicly
and quite rightly have been brought to the atten-
tion of this Parliament.

Mr Jamieson: They are all half-cocked.

Mr COURT: None of them has been half-
cocked. They have all been well documented. In
each case the Government has been forced to do
sonmething to try to resolve the position.

The member for Welshpool should give credit
where credit is due. We have not simply made
allegations in the Chamber without backing them
up with facts. He surely cannot deny that this is an
item which would normally be handled by the
Le~ider of the Opposition. Despite the late hour-i
do not know what has happened to the I I o'clock
finish-it must be accepted that we have given
high priority to the area of industrial relations and
particularly to the operations of the Office of In-
dusirial Relations. It is important that we put our
view on record at this time.

The Government should have been ensuring
that industrial inspectors were sent out on site to
try to resolve some of these industrial problems
before they turned bitter. No-one likes to see in-
dustrial disputes reach the stage where we have
instances like that involving Mr N'inniti. This per-
son has had to build a fence around his building

site, have dogs inside, and all sorts of elaborate,
security arrangements in order to get on with a
si mple builId ing job.

Mr Read: I was amazed to see you and the
Leader of the Opposition in the other place turn
up at that site at the same time as the TV cameras
did.

M r COU RT: We d id not j ust happen to tu rn u p
at the site. But the member again is talking about
a very good instance of the problems that are
arising because of the attitude of this department.
so let us recap some of the details of that case.

The builder had problems, so he wvent to see the
member for Perth to get some help. This is where
the system goes a little haywire. The member for
Perth got hold of the Treasurer's adviser on indus-
trial relations (Mr Butler) and told him of the
situation, and Mr Butler then went to the site and
spoke with the parties involved. However, Mr But-
ler apparently did not advise the Minister for In-
dustrial Relations or the Office oif Industrial Re-
lations to tell them what was happening. Had the
Treasurer's industrial relations adviser gone to the
Minister for Industrial Relations and the Office of
Industrial Relations and arranged for industrial
inspectors to be sent out to the site, the dispute
would not have reached the stage it is at now.

Where is the Government's explanation for the
department's failure to send out an industrial in-
spector? When the Minister for Industrial Re-
lations was asked why an industrial inspector had
not been sent out, he answered, "Because I had
not received a written complaint". Remember, this
dispute had been going on for some time and the
Government was directly involved because of the
Treasurer's industrial relations adviser's involve-
ment. It seems ludicrous that a big depart ment
with all these staff should just stand by-probably
at the Minister's dirctlion-and allow the dispute
to worsen. The Minister was given a written conm-
plaint from the Opposition shadow Minister for
Industrial Relations, but the Minister would not
take that written complaint, saying that it was just
a gimmick.

It is a sad state of affairs when the department
is insisting on a written complaint before the in-
dustrial inspector goes out. When he is given one
from a member of Parliament it is said to be a
gimmick. As we know, that dispute worsened.
That is typical-and I am glad the member
brought it up-of the type of example that shows
that under this Government, this office has not
been doing its job. The previous Government
brought out a simple pamphlet which listed the
laws and the system under which employers and
employees operated in the industrial field. That
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included the fact that, if problems of whatever
nature occurred on a site, the person or the em-
ployer could ring up and get an industrial inspec-
tor to go out to the site to see whether he could
give assistance. However, in this case, the Minister
has been reluctant to send out industrial
inspectors, and the result is that uinsavoury inci-
dents have been occurring on building sites. That
is all I wanted to say about the Opposition's con-
cern about how the Minister has been operating
this department.

I would also like the Minister handling this mat-
ter in this Chamber on behalf of the Minister for
Industrial Relations to give an explanation of why
there is quite a substantial increase or expansion
in the operating costs of this department this year.
from $1 million to $1.5 million. I do not see any
changes in the industrial relations legislation with
or without amendments that are currently being
debated. I cannot see what new activities are being
brought into the department which require such a
large increase.

In conclusion, if the Premier is going to have a
special adviser on industrial relations, one of the
first things he should do is keep in close contact
with the Minister for Industrial Relations. I think
the Minister would agree with that.

It is pointless having two people involved in
trying to do the same type of job. When a person
goes to the Premier, who has an adviser on indus-
trial relations handling a case, people tend to think
they have gone to the top and they are having the
case handled, but that is not correct because,
unfortunately, that adviser does not liaise closely
with the Minister for industrial Relations. We are
then told that industrial inspectors, or whatever
they are called, arc not seen to help solve a par-
ticular problem. This is a case of a totally un-
necessary adviser who is an office bearer in the
ALP. If the Treasurer wants to have his other
trouble shooter in that capacity, he certainly
should work more closely with the department.

The general point I am making is that the de-
partment has not been doing its job. and that has
been because of the directions of the Minister. I
am not in any way implying that the people work-
ing in that department are not doing their jobs to
the highest possible standards.

Mr PARKER: Firstly, to answer the member
for Nedlands' specific points, the allocation for
staffing increased from $1 million to 51.5 million,
and this relates almost entirely to the transfer to
this lDivision of the industrial inspectorate which
last yecar was wiih the then Department of Labour
and IndustryN. It is important. in terms of what the
member is alleging about the Government's activ-

ity, that in fact there has been increased activity in
the industrial inspectorate by the Government be-
cause we have established three regional offices of
the industrial inspectorate so that the industrial
inspeetorate can pursue complaints, not only of
the type referred to by the member for Nedlands,
but also any other complaints that might be made
to it. That has led to some small increase in the
activities of the staffing area, which are in the
office of redeployment where the Government has
established a section within the Industrial Re-
lations Office because of specific work the
Government is doing; and Government efficiency,
which has resulted in many redundant positions in
various departments, and trying to find first
preference, as it was with the former Govern-
ment-trying to find positions in other Govern-
ment areas.

Mr Court: It is about redeployment-the in-
spectors.

Mr PARKER: It is a new section within this
department and three positions have been created
for that purpose.

On the general question I do not want to can-
vass all of the issues which have been canvassed
extensively here in debate. The member for
Nedlands has simply reiterated one thing that has
been said by him and people on the other side of
the Chamber many times before.

There has been no interference whatsoever by
the Minister or the Government in the exercise by
the inspectorate of its functions. The inspectorate
has been allowed to do its job, which is to uphold
the law as it sees it. Indeed, there have been oc-
casions-I mention for example the Rhys case in
the Pilbara-where it was suggested, not princi-
pally by the trade union movement by any means,
that we ought to take action to alter something the
inspeeorate had done, but we decided not to.
There were other similar occasions. Nothing has
happened in the way in which the Minister relates
to the industrial inspectorate that is different from
the accepted norm in these matters.

When complaints have been received they have
been acted on swiftly. For example in the other
case which was raised of F. R. Talk and Co. Pty.
Ltd. the day after the complaint was received the
inspecorate were on the site. There has been no
interference whatsoever and no suggestion that the
department or the Government has been lax in its
duties. or in the case of the Government that it has
in some way interfered with the activities of the
inspectorates in termis of the legislation.

There is no doubt that 1, the Minister, and the
Government object very strongly tO some Of the
legislation the inspectorate has to enforce. That is
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why we have a Bill before the Parliament at the
moment. In the meantime we have not stopped the
inspectors in any sense from doing their job ot
enforcing any case that is given to them.

The important thing, of course, is that by and
large in cases of the building industry, the Oppo-
sition has not substantiated the claims that it has
made. As I indicated in the debate last week the
police indicated thai those complaints were not
substantiated. Where there has been some cause
for concern we have referred the matter to the
appropriate authorities. Again, the due course of
the law has been followed and we have not
interfered with that.

I do not believe that there can be any suggestion
of any impropriety or wrong policies of the
Government in this area. The inspectorate has a
job to do; it is doing that job. Of course there is
legislation we disagree with, but we are trying to
change that and once we do hopefully the inspec-
torate will be able to occupy its time with useful
things in the industrial arena.

Mr COURT: What the Minister said is not
true. He said we have not substantiated our claims
when we have been talking about standover tactics
in the workplace.

We have definitely substantiated the claims that
we have made; that is on the record, and I do not
think that we can be asked to do much more than
that.

I thank the Minister for explaining why there
was an increase in staff cost with the industrial

inspectorate being shifted into this department.
He said that three new regional offices have been
opened. The important thing is not how many
people are involved, but the type of work these
people are doing.

If the Minister for Industrial Relations put his
mind to it he could have those industrial inspectors
doing a lot more good to stop some of the activi-
ties, not only We are opposed to, but also 1 am sure
members opposite are opposed to.

The Ministe mentioned the Tulk case and said
that an industrial inspector was sent out the day
after we brought forward the complaint. The Min-
ister seemed to forget that that dispute had gone
on for several months.

Mr Parker: It was the first time a request had
been made of the Government for action.

Mr COURT: it had gone on for several months
and it was not until we brought that case to the
attention of this Chamber that quick action was
taken. The Government did not have any choice
but to take quick action, because none of us would
like to see a company of that calibre continue to be
put under the pressure which it was being put
under.

Division 24 put and passed.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit again,

on motion by Mr Parker (Minister for Minerals
and Energy).

Houscadjourncd at 11.41 p~m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

TRANSPORT: WESTRAIL
Employees: Number

1595. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) What was the total number of people

employed by Westrail on-
(a) I January 1982;
(b) 1 July 1982;
(c) 1 July 1983; and
(d) 1 July 1984?

(2) How many of the reduced number of
people employed by Westrail between I
January 1982 and I July 1984 was due
to dcregulation of LCL's and new freight
pulicy?

Mr GRILL replied:

(I) (a) 9 167;
(b) 8 937,
(c) 8 391;
(d) 7 777.

(2) Many other factors such as past capital
investments, management initiatives to
improve productivity and losses of other
non-deregulated traffic have influenced
staff numbers. Therefore, it is not poss-
ible to determine precisely how many of
the reduced number of employees be-
tween I January 1982 and I July 1984 is
due io the deregulation of LCL traffic
and the new freight policy.

1706

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
Media Office Staff

Mr RUSHTON, to the Premier:
(1) As invited by him, will he please let me

have a list of the 22 Government- media
office staff?

(2) Which of these officers have been en-
gaged by this Government?

(3) How many people, like Mr Farrell and
Mr Rowe, arc employed on contract or
salary doing public relations work for the
Government in addition to the 22 salary
media staff?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) Of the 22 staff provided for in the Esti-
mates, there is a director, 3 senior media
officers and 18 clerical support staff

servicing the Government's meda and
ministerial requirements.

(2) Only the director, the rest are Public
Service appointees engaged for the pur-
pose of consolidating ministerial media
activities.

(3) Mr Farrell and Mr Rowe are the only
people employed on contract to advise on
media activities.

DAIRY ING
Milk Levy

1707. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Has the Government had any proposal to

levy milk producers in this State with a
view to "propping up" dairy export
products, principally for Victoria, as one
means of "saving" to Western
Australian industry?

(2) lfso-
(a) what were the details of the pro-

posal;
(b) were they submitted to any meeting

of the Agricultural Council;
(c) when;
(d) by whom, and
(e) with what result?

(3) Does the Government have the support
of-
(a) producers,
(b) processors;
(c) distributors,
in its levy proposal?

(4) Would he give examples of the proposed
levy and its effect on a sample of milk
production levels?

(5) What is the expected cost to the Western
Australian industry with the levy based
at-
(a) 0.5c per litre;
(b) 1 .5c per litre;
(c) 2.Oc per litre?

(6) What is the expected cost in each
category in (5) (a), (b) and (c) to-
(a) average Western Australian dairy

farmers;
(b) dairy farmers with daily 300 litre

quota, 600 litre surplus;
(c) dairy farmers with daily 1 200 litre

quota, 100 litre surplus?
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Mr EVANS replied:
(I) The member is referred to the answer I

gave on 7 November to question No.
1635

(2) (a) (b). (c) and (d) 1 would add that the
ADIC suggested certain qualifi-
cations to the scheme put forward
by the Commonwealth Minister for
Primary Industry who sought the
agreement of State Ministers to the
ADIC proposals at a special meet-
ing of thc AAC held on 27
September 1984.
The key elements of those ADIC
proposals were-
(1) A mechanism to avoid a sud-

den and sharp collapse in mar-
ket milk prices.

(2) Entitlemien[s.
(3) The levy on all milk, with the

proceeds being used to support
export returns and hence,
eventually domestic price.

(4) The deregulation that is im-
plicit in the plan.

(c) The State Ministert failed to reach
agreement at the AAC meeting.
mainly due to Victoria's insistence
on a higher milk levy than that
indicated in the ADIC proposal.

(3) (a) to (c) The proposal considered at
Agricultural Council was thle ADIC
scheme arising from that body with its
wide industry representation.

(4) The effect of the levy scheme would be
influenced by whether or not an
entitlement scheme wvas also introduced.
Assuming there was no entitlement
scheme and total WA milk production
remained at about the recent level, say
240 million litres, the total levy collected
from ihe 625 dairymen would be-

$ 1.2 million or an average of $1 920
per dairyman at a rate of 0.5c/litre;
$3.5 million or an average of $5 760
per dairyman at a rate of I .Sc/litre:
$4. million or an average of $7 680
per dairyman at a rate of 2.Oc/Iitre.

An entitlement scheme could be
expected to reduce total milk production
perhaps to 2 10 million litres: at this level
of pruduttiun. levies collected would
amount to

$1.05 m'illion or an average of
$1 680 per dairyman at a rate of
0.5 c/litre:

$3.15 million or an average of
$5 040 per dairyman at a rate of
1.Se/litre:
S4.2 million or an average of $6 720
per dairyman at a rate of 2.Oc/litre.

The AIODC scheme envisaged chat a levy
of approximately 1.4 cents per litre
would be required in 1985,

(5) (a) to (e) The total collection of levy
from the WA dairy industry could
be as I have detailed. The final cost
to the industry would be reduced to
the extent that the levy collected
enabled a higher price to be paid for
manufacturing milk.

(6) The levies paid by individual dairymen
woulId be as follows-

(a) At t.5c/Iiirc
(b) At I Se/litre
(e) At 2.Oe/litre

1200
300 Litre Litre
Quota + Quota +
600 Litre 100 Litre

Daily Daily
Surplus Surplus

1 642 2 372
4927 7 117
6 570 9490

The net cost to each dairyman would be
dependent on the extent to which the
levies collected enabled a higher price to
be paid for manufacturing milk and the
extent to which he reduced revenue by
reducing his production of manufactur-
ing milk.

DAIRY INC

iNational Dairy Production Entitlements

1714. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is he aware of any proposals by the Fed-

eral Minister for Primary Industries for
a scheme for national dairy production
entitlements for producers?

(2) IHow would such a proposed scheme
work'?

(3) Would it require State co-operation and
legislion'?

M r EVANS replied:
(I ) to (3) As indicated in mly reply 10 ques-

tion 1707 the Australian Dairy Industry
Conference proposals included a milk
production entitlement scheme. This
would require the co-operation Of this
State's Dairy Industry Authority but
may not require legislation.
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DAIRY ING

Milk Imports

1716. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(I) What imported dairy products, i.e.
cream, milk, flavoured milk, are cur-
rently available for sale in Western
Australia?

(2) Who are the companies importing the
products?

(3) Are any of the products in breach of any
milk marketing arrangements between
Australian States?

(4) Would he give details of the amount of
dairy products imported from other
States and estimated in each year since
1980?

Mr EVANS replied:

(1) The range of imported dairy products
available in Western Australia is con-
siderable, as a visit to any supermarket
would indicate, and includes-

fresh milk and reconstituted milk
(mainly to Kimberley)

UHT Milk

UH-T flavoured milk

UHT cream and UHT thickened cream

sour light cream
thickened cream
whipped thickened reduced cream
powdered skim and full cream milk

condensed and evaporated, skim and full
cream milk
buttecr
butter milk
yoghurts

cheese of various type, sizes and de-
scriptions
cheese dips
ice cream and Frozen novelty lines

(2) A complete list of companies importing
dairy products into Western Australia is
not available.

(3) No.

(4) The value of dairy products imported
from other States since 1979-80 taken
from Australia Bureau of Statistics fig-
ures are as follows-

I 979-80-S24 764 000
1980-8 1-S26 170 000
198 1-82-S33 9 13 555
1982-83-S37 872 233
1983-84 (preliminary)-$36 724 000

Other details are not obtainable.

1734 and 1735. Postponed.

MINERALS: DIAMONDS
We~stern A ustralian Diamond Trust: Sale of Units

1747. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Service:

Is he or his department aware of any
complaints to the-
(a) State Government;
(b)' Western Australian Development

Corporation:

(c) Ashton Joint Venturers.

over the sale by the Western Australian
Development Corporation of the West-
ern Australian Diamond Trust units to
the public, and if so. would he provide
details?

Mr CARR replied:

(a) to (c) The Police Department is not
aware of any complaints to the' State
Government. Western Australian Devel-
opment Corporation or the Ashton Joint
Venturers over the sale by the Western
Australian Development Corporation of
the Western Australian Diamond Trust
Units to the public.

MINERALS: DIAMONDS
Argyle Diamond Venture

1749. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:

(1) Has he or his department or the Com-
missioner for Police received any com-
plaints from any person regarding the
advertising for the sale of the Govern-
ment held shares in the Argyle Diamond
Venture?

(2) I f so. would he please provide details?

Mr CARR replied:

(1) No.

(2) Answered by (I)
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MINERALS: DIAMONDS
Western Australian Diamond Trust: Complaints

1751. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:
(I) Has he or his department or the Com-

missioner for Police received any com-
plaints from any person regarding the
marketing of the Western Australian
Diamond Trust units by the Western
Australian Development Corporation?

(2) If so, would he please give details?
Mr CARR replied:

(I) No.
(2) A nswered by(lI).

POLICE: FRAUD SQUAD
Argyle Diamonds

1753. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:

What investigations have been carried
out by. the fraud squad or similar branch
to the report in the Western Mail 10 to
I I November 1984 that "The other re-
ality is that Argyle gem diamonds are
proving hard to sell on the world mar-
ket-something that should have been
highlighted in the trust prospectus. be-
cause it was known before the document
was prepared." and the last paragraph of
the article, "But in the Argyle case we
had a Government join in the act of over
promotion to try to justify the dud deal it
was sold when it first bought the floating
5 per cent."'?

M r CARR replied:

No inquiries are being conducted by the
fraud squad into the Western Mail re-
port dated la- 11 November. 1984.
The matter raised does not disclose a
criminal offence and is a report that is
more an expression of opinion than it is a
matter of fact.

WATER RESOURCES
Crown Land

1757. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Water Resources:

Would he please enlarge somewhat on
his reply to question 1542 of 1984, con-
cerning alienation of Crown land prior to
the Rights in Water and Irrigation Act

1914, in particular, as to where these
properties are, their approximate size
and the estimated number of such
properties?

M rTON K IN replied:-

The application of section 5 of the
existing Rights in Water and Irrigation
Act was restricted by Section 27 added
in 1939.
Section 27 provides that section 5
applies-
(i) in irrigation districts-from the

time that they were constituted;
(ii) in respect of watercourses, lakes, la-

goons. swamps or marshes
proclaimed under section 27
(5)from the time of proclamation.

Properties affected by section 5 are thus
those within irrigation districts abutting
watercourses and those outside of irri-
gation districts which abut watercourses,
lakes, lagoons, swamps or marshes which
have been proclaimed.
No research into the number of proper-
ties affected has ever been carried out.
However, a typical example is the Avon
River which has been proclaimed. The
titles of many properties along this river
up to York were issued very early in the
State's history and many extend to the
centre of the stream.
As explained in my closure of the second
reading debate, until 1940 it was Lands
Department practice not to place rivers
in surveyed reserves, but to only exclude
the bed and banks from properties for
which the course of the river is the
boundary. The titles of such properties
extend to the top of the bank. Most
properties adjoining major rivers in the
south-wesi have this type of title.

LAND: HEIRISSON ISLAND
Squatters

1763. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Lands and Surveys:
(1) What is the Government's attitude to the

squatting situation on Heirisson Island.
in particular, the sanitary and environ-
mental polution aspects of it?

(2) What action and at what time is the
Government proposing to take in this
matter?
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Mr McI VER replied:
(1) and (2) Authority to act resides in the

Perth City Council's health by-laws. The
Lord Mayor has been told the Govern-
ment will support it in any legitimate
action it takes in support of its by-laws.

STATE FINANCE
Consolidated Revenue Fund

1774. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:
(1) What additional assistance will be

provided to the London Agency
(Division 8 of the Estimates for the year
ending 30 June 198$) for the $201 000
estimated for this item in 1984-85?

(2) How many people will in fact be
employed under this item?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) and (2) Due to the change in the func-
tions of the London Agency, I am ad-
vised that 9 officers will be ceasing em-
ployment this financial year. In addition
3 officers will be retiring.
As these positions are over and above the
now approved establishment for the
agency, the salaries have been shown as
additional assistance.
Also included in this provision is the sal-
ary for a librarian who will be additional
assistance in the interim period of chang-
ing over to the new function of the
agency.

TOURISM

Tourism Forum 83 -

1776. Mr MacKINNON. to the Premier:

What action has been taken by the
Government or the Tourism Commi ssion
to put into effect the recommendations
of the Tourism Forum 83?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

Subsequent to the holding of the forum,
the issues raised in discussion were re-
ferred for in-depth examination and re-
port by an eleven-man Interim Tourism
Consultative Committee, comprising
broad tourist industry representation.
The findings and recommendations of
that Committee formed the basis for
Futher consultation at Tourism Forum
84, held in May of this year.

The Government has now acted upon a
number of the resolutions stemming

from the Tourism Forum '83 and is
presently researching the outstanding
issues for early implementation.

1779 and 178 1. Postponed.

AGRICULTURE
Rycgrass

1783. Mr COWAN, to the
Agriculture:

Minister for

(1) On how many Western Australian farm
properties have there been recorded an
outbreak of rye grass toxicity?

(2) How many sheep and cattle have died as
a consequence of this disease?

(3) On which shires have outbreaks been
known to occur and in what years?

(4) What research is being conducted into
the disease and by whom is it being con-
ducted?

(5) From what source does the funds for this
research come?

(6) Has the department developed a control
programme to prevent the spread of the
disease'?

(7) How many officers of the department
are actively engaged in the control pro-
gramme?

Mr EVANS replied:

(1) Until 9 November 1984, 438 properties
have recorded outbreaks of ryegrass tox-
icity.

(2) Until 9 November 1984 reported losses
to the Department of Agriculture
totalled 30 812 sheep and 408 cattle.

(3) See table attached.

(4) Immunological investigations and bio-
chemical mechanism of action studies on
the animal aspects of ARGT are being
conducted by one research officer in the
animal health division.

The plant aspects include the develop-
ment and refinement of control measures
based on agronomic practices.
host/parasite relations and mechanisms
of toxin production, and searching for
alternative pasture species. The research
is being conducted by two plant pathol-
ogists in the plant research division.
The overall programme has five techni-
cal support staff.
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Work is also being carried out by the
Department of Agriculture in South
Australia and CSIRO in Adelaide and
Melbourne.

(5) The Australian Wool Corporation (Wool
Research Trust Fund), Australian Meat
Research Council and the Department of
Agriculture contribute to this research.

(6) The department recommends a range of
strategies that reduces the level of dis-

ease so that animal toxicity is prevented.
Because of the ease with which the dis-
ease spreads it is not possible to eradi-
cate the disease entirely or limit the rate
of spread.

(7) In addition to the research officers and
technical staff listed in (4) above, exten-
sion officers from five district offices
within the affected area are involved on
a needs basis.

Showing The Increase In The Number Of Propertics A ffected By AROT 1970-84
Properties Known To Have ARGT

Shire

Broomellill
Tombellup

Dumnblcyungi
Wuugaur/Ballidu
Qoairad /g
BrOOkion
Wickepin
Waffi
Kolill
CU nderdin
crigin
Ta"mTiun
Luke Orace
IDpWallinu
Victoria Plains
Bruce Ruck
luonulling
'Xloora
Kellerberrin
Konidinin
Narui
Wuoailling
Dowseri.n
'WjylkaOCHcu

TOTALIS
Perceunges increase on previous year

As At
9/11/84

70/7 1 71/72 72/73 73/74 74/75 75/76 76/77 77/78 78/79 79/80 80/81 &1/82 87/83 83/84 84/85
3 5 8 11 21 28 34 50 62 79 82 101) 112 120 120
4 6 6 10 16 89 22 22 28 32 32 37 37 40 41
2 2 2 3 7 10 12 Is 19 20 20 6 28 28 28

- - - 3 4 5 5 7 8 1 1 12 14 16 16 16
-- - 1 3 4 4 5 7 9 1i 20 27 30 30

1 1 2 5 9 9 1I 18 20 32 38 56 57
- - - - 2 3 5 98 8 9 13 17 19 28 31

- - - - 2 2 2 4 4 7 9 13 16 28 28
- 1 I I I I 1 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

1 I 1 2 2 2 3 7 7
2 3 3 3 3 3 3
2 3 3 3 6 1Ii 12

I 1 I 5 6 6
I 4 6 10 13 22 24

I 3 3 6 6
I1 3 4 4

6 7

9 14 18 30 58 77 95 126 155 201 217 282 339 427 438
- 55.5% 28.6% 66.69 93.3N 32.79 23.49 32.69, 23.09 29. 8.09 23.39 09.87 269 -

FORESTS

Collier Pine Plantation

1787. Dir DA DOUR, to the Minister for Forests:

(1) Is he aware that an estimated 110 pine
logs, the final crop of the Collier Pine
Plantation, established by the Forcsts
Department. tended over the last circa
50 years to produce marketable timber,
were burnt on 10 November 1984, on t he
site of thc proposed Western Australian
Science and Technology Park, after
felling and bulldozing into heaps?

(2) Who is responsible for-

(a) assessing the quality of the logs:

(b) seeking a market for thein:
(c) the decision to burn them;

(d) setting them alight on
November?

10

(3) (a) Were any logs from this location
offered for sale;

(b) if so, to whom;

(c) if not, why not?

(4) (a) Were any logs from this location
offered gratis to any person(s) or
body(ies);

(b) if so, to whom;

(c) if not, why not?

(5) How does he justify this alIleged waste of
a valuable resource at the same time as
he purchases freehold land and clears
native vegetation in order to plant pines?

(6) What steps will he take to prevent such
waste in the future?
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Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) 1 am advised that some logs of variable

quality were burnt as suggested. These
logs resulted from construction work car-
ried out following the main site prep-
aration programme which was
completed in September, 1984.

(2) (a) to (d) The site is freehold land held
by the Industrial Land Development
Authority which therefore owns the
trees.

(3) (a) and (b) I am advisc tniat the logs
were offered to Bunning Bros. Pty.
Ltd., who declined to accept them
because the necessary logging
equipment was not available.

(c) Answered by (3) (a) and (b).
(4) (a) and (b) No.

(c) No other party was believed to be
interested.

(5) In this instance it was concluded that the
cost of removal would have exceeded the
returns from sale because of the limited
quantity and nature of the logs available.

This situation arises on rare occasions
and has little bearing on the major plan-
tations. extension of which is essential
for the State's future timber supplies.

(6) Each case will be treated on its Meri .ts
bearing in mind the relevant costs and
benefits.

FORESTS
Manjirnup Shire

1788. Dr DADOLJR, to the Minister for Forests:
(1) Further to question 1621 of 7 November

1984, could he define and provide
examples, giving co-ordinates, of the
term "poor-quality forests"?

(2) Further to questions 1621 and 1622 of 7
November 1984, is the release of land for
agriculture in the Manjimup Shire a pol-
itical decision?

(3) Was Dr Syd Shea involved in nego-
tiations over the land release in the
Manjimup Shire with-

(a) any member of the Manjimup Shire
Council;
(i) if so, with whom:

(ii) are they landowners in the
Manjimup Shire?

(b) any other person(s);
(i) if so, with whom:

(ii) are they landowners in the
Manjimup Shire?

(4) Further to question 1622 of 7 November
I1984-

(a) from what - person(s) from the
Manjimup Shire will the Premier be
seeking advice in relation to the
proposed release of 7 000 hectares
for agriculture in the Warren elec-
torate:

(b) is/are any of this/these person(s)
landowners in the Warren elector-
ate?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) The report referred to in the answer to
Question 1621 actually suggests that
3 460 hectares of non-forest (this in-
cludes open scrubby flats and occasional
clumps of short poor quality trees), could
be suited to pine plantation or agro-for-
estry. An example is: Northcliffe map
sheet H-74.

(2) No. It results from a request from the
Manjimup Shire to explore options
which will result in the maintenance of
the agriculture base of the Shire, while
still accommodating the pine plantation
establishment programme. At the meet-
ing referred to in (3), it was stated, and
accepted by the Shire Councillors
present, that any release of land would
only occur after professional technical
evaluations and would be subject to tke
procedures laid down by the Environ-
mental Protection Authority's Working
Group on Land Release.

(3) Yes.

(a) Yes.

(i) A sub-committee of the Shire
Council. comprising Mr P.
Omodci. Mr J. Towie, Mr E.
Valom, Mr 0. Airey and Mr
M. Jorgensen.

(i i) Some are believed to be land-
ownecrs.

(b) Yes.

(i) Mr B. J. Beggs. Department of
Premier and Cabinet. Mr D.
Keene, Forests Department,
Manjimup, Mr D. Hampton,
Department of Premier and
Cabinet.

(ii) No.
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(4) (a) The shire sub-committee mentioned
above.

(b) Sec (3)(a)(i).

LAND
National Park: D'Ernrecasreaux

1789. Dr DADOUR, to the Minister for Forests:

(i) Further to question 1620 of?7 November
1984. is it not a convention that quo-
tation marks are used for a verbatim
quote from a written or oral source?

(2) If "Yes", why were quotation marks
used -in the Shannon Forest and
IXEntrecasteaux National Park strategy
for management planning if "the points
were expressed in italics for emphasis"?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(I) Yes.
(2) It was an unintentional error.

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAI NING:
EMPLOYMENT PROGRAMMES

Rockingham
t790. Mr CLARKO, to the Minister for

Education:

(1) Was he factually reported in The Sound
Telegraph of 3 October 1984 regarding
the number of students affected by

-cutbacks in "Employment Programme
for Unemployed Youth" courses at the
Rockingham Technical College in 1984?

(2) Ifr not, how many students were
disadvantaged by the changes?

(3) (a) Were requests made for six Employ-
ment Programme for Unemployed
Youth courses and two FFE (Retail
Trades) courses in 1985:,

(b) how many of these courses were ap-
proved?

(4) Would he seek to reinstate all of the
courses which were not approved, in or-
der to help reduce the criticAl level of
unemployment in the district?

(5) Have courses for the unemployed at this
institution fallen from nine in 1983, to
seven in 1984, to a possible four in 1985?

(6) Have the students of these past courses
been highly successful in gaining sub-
sequent employment?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) and (2) The report was not detailed. No

young people are being disadvantaged.
Bearing in mind the limited availability
of resources, the courses have been
redistributed to provide the most effec-
tive service in the Kwinana/ Rockingham
area.

(3) (a) Yecs:
(b) three EPUY in Rockingham Tech-

nical College.
Three EPUY in Kwinana.

One Foundation for Employment
Course (Retail/ Wholesale).

(4) No.

(5) Courses run at Rockingham Technical
College were nine in 1983, seven in 1984.
In 1985 it is anticipated that there will
be four PEP courses for the unemployed
and three ETP courses for the same
population. There will also be three
EPUY courses in Kwinana. The
combined effect of these programmes
will be to increase not decrease the num-
ber of courses for the young unemployed
in the region.

(6) Moderately.

ROADS

South Perth City Council

1791. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for Local
Government:
(1) Subsequent to his recent inspection of

South Perth sites to be treated under a
road rationalisation trial and the further
meeting of the Minister's Advisory Com-
mittee and South Perth City Council
representatives, what were the
recommendations which the committee
made to him?

(2) Is he aware that the South Perth City
Council is still firmly of the belief that a
six months trial is the only method to
adequately test the scheme's key
recommendations and that the trial
should encompass all the measures
selected and that it should not be frag-
mented?

(3) What is the current position in respect of
the South Perth City Council's represen-
tations regarding the district road ration-
alisation trial?
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Mr CARR replied:
(1) I am awaiting final recommendation

from the Committee.
(2) That is my understanding.
(3) Answered by (1).

HEALTH: HOSPITALS
Nurses Shortage

1792. Mr WATT, to the Minister for Education:

Referring to my question 1571 of 6
November 1984 which shows Albany
Regional Hospital to be further below
nursing establishment than Kalgoorlie
Regional Hospital on a per capita
basis-
(a) Is he aware that funds provided to

the Western Australian Institute of
Technology by the Commonwealth
Tertiary Education Commission for
10 full-time equivalent places for
Bachelor of Applied Sciences
(Nursing) to be contracted out to
country colleges have all gone to
Kalgoorlie;

(b) is he further aware that one of the
reasons frequently given by nurses
resigning from Albany Regional
Hospital, is that post graduate study
opportunities do not exist locally;

Mr

(a)

(c) in view of the shortages at Albany,
will he make urgent representations
to the Commonwealth for ad-
ditional funds for a similar course to
be run at the Albany Technical Col-
lege in 1985?

PEARCE replied:

to (c) The Western Australian In-
stitute of Technology has been provided
with some additional Commonwealth
funds in each year of the 1985-87
triennium to enable the Western
Australian Institute of Technology
courses to be offered on a contractual
basis in country centres. These funds
have not been specifically earmarked for
the Bachelor of Applied Sciences
(Nursing) course, although I understand
that this course is to be offered in
Kalgoorlie in 1985. Funds for all aspects
of post-secondary education, including
contracting, are limited and priority de-
cisions must be made. There is no pros-
pect of obtaining additional Common-
wealth funding for this activity in 1985,
but it may be possible for the Western

Australian Institute of Technology's
nursing course to be offered in Albany in
1986 or 1987.

ENERGY: TARIFFS
Committee of Inquiry

1793. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(1) Has the Committee of Inquiry into Gas

and Electricity Tariffs completed its re-
view?

(2) When will the committee's report be re-
leased to the public?

(3) Have tariffs for caravan parks been con-
sidered in the review?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) No.
(2) I t is the Government's intention to make

the committee's report public as soon as
practicable, following its completion.

(3) All aspects of gas and electricity tariffs
are under review.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOLS
Lyn wood Senior High

1794. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:

When will work commence on the im-
provement to be made to the manual arts
centre at Lynwood Senior High School?

Mr PEARCE replied:

The Building Management Authority
will be calling tenders on 12 December
and a start will be possible in February if
a satisfactory tender is received.

BUS IN ESS
Self Employment Business Venture Scheme

1795. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Employment
and Training:
(1) How many of the 19 successful recipi-

ents of the Government's Self Employ-
ment Business Venture Scheme referred
to in *question 1689 of 13 November
1984, are still operating?!

(2) How many unemployed people have
been employed under this programme?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) All.
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(2) Employment for up to 50 unemployed
people is in the process of being created.

1796 to 1800. Postponed.

- EDUCATION
Migrant Education Centre

L80I. Mr MacKINNON. to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Does the Technical and Further Edu-
cation Department's Migrant Education
Centre publish a news sheet entitled
"Focus"?

(2) How many issues of this publication
have been printed?

(3) To whom has it been distributed?
Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) Seven.
(3) Teachers and students of Adult Migrant

Education Services.

EDUCATION'
Migrant Education Centre

1802. Mr NMacKINNON. to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is the Technical and Further Education

Department's Migrant Education Centre
funded by the State Government?

(2) If so, what amount was spent by and on
the centre in 1983-84?

(3) How much has been budgeted to be
spent on behalf of the centre in 1984-85?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) No.

(2)

(3)

Not applicable.
The State Government has not allocated
funds for the Adult Migrant Education
Service for 1984-85,

1803. Postponed.

AGRICULTURE
Rural Sector Hardship

1804. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(I) What action, if any, has the Government

taken as a consequence of the

presentation to the Parliament oF the re-
port of the Select Committee into Hard-
ship in the R ural Sector'?

(2) Is the Government planning to hold a
series of seminars in country areas to
discuss this report?

(3) If so, where will the first of these sem-
inars be held, and when?

(4) Who will be invited to attend these sem-
ina rs?

Mr EVANS replied:

(1) to (4) Reaction has been sought From
interested parties. Additional input is be-
ing sought from Government agencies
With respect to a number oF the principal
recommendations. This will take some
time and a Airm Government reaction to
the recommendations will be announced
in the New Year.
No seminars are planned at this stage.

FORESTS
Red Tingle: Extinction

1805. Dr DA DOUR, to the Minister for Forests:
(1) Further to question 1486 of 31 October

1984, where it is stated that karri,
wanidoo, red tingle and yellow tingle are
the tree species currently being used to
produce railway Sleepers, is it fact that-
(a) red tingle is an endangered species

of tree found only in a small area of
Western Australia's southi-west for-
esits:

(b) red tingle is a high quality timber,
more suited for manufacture of
quality furniture than railway
sleepers?

(2) What does the Government plan to do to
preserve this valuable tree from extinc-
tion?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) (a) No . Red tingle is restricted to a
small area in the south-west but is
not an endangercd species.

(b) No, Red tingle timber is difficult to
season for furniture manufacture
because of high shrinkage and a
tendency to collapse in seasoning.
Small quantities have been tested
and found unsuitable for use as rail-
way sleepers and it is no longer ac-
ceptable to Westrail for this pur-
pose,

4218



[Thursday, 15 November 1984] 41

(2) Adequate measures to protect red
tingle are already in place. It is well
represented in the Walpole-Nornalup
National Park. It also occurs on State
forest in Giants Block which is under
management for perpetuation of the
species.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOLS
Foreign Languages

1806. Mr CLARKO. to the Minister for
Education:
(1) (a) Has any research been carried out,

either by himself or the Education
Department, into his proposal to
compel Year 8 secondary school
students to study a foreign
language;

(b) if "Yes", would he make it public?
(2) Are there statistics to show the likely

effect, educationally and emotionally, on
Year 8 students. who are in the bottom
25 per cent for academic ability, if they
were compelled to study a foreign
language?

(3) (a) Are there sufficient trained
specialist language tea 'chers cur-
rently available to achieve this
objective;

(b) if "No", when could such teachers
be provided?.

(4) Why has he proposed that the study of
foreign languages be compulsory rather
than by strongly encouraging capable
students to expand their studies of
foreign languages?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) to (4) My proposal to incorporate study

of a foreign language as part of the
"standard" year 8 in the new Beazley
structures is currently being studied. No
final decision has been made, The points
raised by the member are being con-
sidered in this study.

EDUCATION: SCHOOL BUILDING
Fire Risk

1807. Mr CLARKO, to the Minister for
Education:
(I) The Electrical Trades Union is reported

as claiming that at least 10 metropolitan

and country schools face a otenlial fire
risk from overloads and inadequate elec-
trical wiring: has he made inquiries as to
whether this assertion is correct?

(2) If he has carried out an inquiry, what is
the result?

(3) Specifically, are any school gas heating
systems known to be dangerous?

Mr PEARCE replied:.

(1) and (2) Investigations into claims made
by the Electrical Trades Union are pro-
ceeding, but have not been finalised.

(3) No, but any specific claims regarding
school gas heating systems will be
investigated.

HEALTH: HOSPITALS

Narrogin

1808. Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) With regard to the Narrogin Regional

Hospital-

(a) have decisions been taken to close
some sections of the hospital due to
shortage of nursing staff;

(b) if "Yes", what changes are
proposed?

(2) On whose authority, and at whose
suggestion, are the proposed changes be-
ing implemented?

(3) Are the proposed changes supported by
the present nursing staff and the dis-
trict's medical practitioners?

(4) (a) Is he prepared to reconsider any de-
cisions which may have been taken
regarding changes in procedures
and responsibilities at the Narrogin
Regional Hospital;

(b) if not, why not?

Mr HODGE replied:

(I) to (4) 1 refer the member to question
without notice 563 asked by the member
for Mandurah on 14 November 1984.
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EDUCATION: PRE-PRIMARY

Ravensihorpe

1809. Mr CLARKO, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) (a) Has a decision been made to
restructure the attendance eligibility
and abolish the play group pilot
scheme at the Ravensthorpe pre-pri-
mary centre.

(b) if "Yes", what are the details of
such changes?

(2) Would he reconsider the matter so as to
allow the existing situation to continue in
this isolated area?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) and (2) No.

HEALTH: HOSPITALS
Osborne Park

1810. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Does a plastic surgeon attend the

Osborne Park hospital?
(2) Did a plastic surgeon or plastic surgeons

work at the Osborne Park Hospital until
the sessional system commenced?

(3) Did the Osborne Park Hospital advertise
for a plastic surgeon or surgeons on a
sessional basis when the first advertise-
ments were placed for doctors to work on
a sessional basis at the hospital9

(4)

(5)
If so, how many applied for the position?
If not, why not?

(6) Do any plastic surgeons work at the
Osborne Park Hospital now, or are any
about to start work at the hospital?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) No.

(2) Yes.
(3) Yes.
(4) One surgeon applied and was offered a

(5)
(6)

sessional appointment but did not take
up the appointment.
Not applicable.
No. Further advertisements will be
placed shortly for two or more sessional
appointments.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

EDUCATION; HIGH SCHOOLS
HostelI: Amity House

574. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Since the ministerial statement that he

made yesterday in relation to the mal-
treatment Of a boy at Amity House in
Albany, has he considered the matter
further, received any further reports, or
sought any further reports-in particu-
lar, has he sought any further medical or
police reports?

(2) Is he contemplating setting up an inde-
pendent and impartial inquiry, as in our
view remains clearly needed?

Mr PEARCE replied;
(I) and (2) 1 am sorry that the Leader of the

Opposition was not in the Chamber a
few moments ago to hear what I said. I
indicated to members that it is in the
best interests. of everyone for such mat-
ters not to be raised in an antagonistic or
party-political way.
I am prepared to make available to the
Leader of the Opposition, or to any other
miember of the House, any information
which I. have rclating to these matters.

Mr Hassell: You have tabled all of that.
Mr PEARCE: I have tabled all that I have

received, but I am obtaining from the
Albany Senior High School additional
educational information relating to the
student.
However, it is not within my competence
to seek medical reports on an individual,
so I am in no position to seek from any of
the hospitals a report on that child. I
have no standing in such matters.

I intend to send all of the material I
tabled to the parents in response to their
complaint to me, and seek from them
any further information which they may
have. They will, of course, have medical
reports and the like, which would be
available to them because he is their
child.

If they have additional information, as
I indicated yesterday. I will consider the
question of making a further set of in-
quiries. Until such time as the parents
arc able to respond to the questions I
have sent them, it is not my intention to
launch a witch-hunt.
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STATE FINANCE: CRF

Employer Groups

575. Mrs BEGGS, to the Premier:
(1) Is the Premier aware of the reaction of

WA's major employer group to the State
Budget?

(2) Is he surprised that the Budget conti nues
to be criticised by Opposition members
when, in fact, it has received wide sup-
port from the business community?

Mr
(1)

BRIAN BURKE replied:
and (2) I am amazed at the way in which
the Opposition continues to be so nega-
tive about the Budget. I am aware of the
wide suuport of the business community
for our Budget, particularly as it goes a
long way to redressing some of the
disincentives which have been imposed in
Western Australia by conservative
administrations.
I have had brought to my attention the
latest copy of the confederation report
which, as members will be aware, is the
magazine of the Confederation of W.A.
Industry.
It makes the point that business and the
Government are working together in
shaping the direction of economic man-
agement of this State.
The report correctly identifies that the
reduction in the standard rate of payroll
tax from 5 per cent to 4.75 per cent is a
most significant announcement.

I quote-
The payroll tax cut creates a margin
between the rate applying in W.A.
and elsewhere. With a surcharge of
an additional I per cent already ap-
plying for large employers in
New South Wales and Victoria this
margin, particularly if it is
perceived as likely to increase,
should not be underestimated as a
".carrot" for attracting industry to
Western Australia.

The report adds that the favourable re-
action by business was also attributable
to a lower rate of financial institutions
duty and assistance for employers of ap-
prentices.
I think the report demonstrates that the
business community is now prepared to
take the Government on trust. We have
said we will encourage business and our
record shows that we have.

I think it is clear to all members that the
evidence is there of a new spirit of confi-
dence from business leaders, which can
only have benefits for the whole of the
Western Australian community.

Mr Clarko: Will you finish up singing
"Advance Australia Fair"?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: If I did I am sure the
member would attack it.

Mr Clarko: You must be getting a pain in
your back from patting yourself on the
back.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: l am surprised that the
Oppositon continues to criticise this
Budget when its traditional supporters
clearly believe that it has been a major
shot-in-the-arm for their activities.

HEALTH: HOSPITALS
Royal Perth Annexe

576. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Health:
I have given the Minister some notice of
this question, and I am aware that since
receiving that notice he has issued a
statement, but I have not been able to
get the detail of it. His answer may cover
what is being said. I ask-
(1) Will the Government give an assur-

ance that no tender or other
financial commitment will be made
for renovation work at the Royal
Perth annexe in Mt. Lawley for the
proposed use of the annexe by the
Alcohol and Drug Authority until
such time as the report into insti-
tutional uses within the Mt. Lawley
residential area is completed and
tabled?

(2) Is the Government aware of the op-
position by Mt. Lawley residents
and business proprietors alike to the
proposed move by the ADA to the
Royal Perth annexe in Mt. Lawley,
and that at a reeent public meeting
on 7 November 1984, a unanimous
resolution was passed calling on the
Government to defer this action and
instead place the ADA in a purpose-
built centre in East Perth?

(3) Is the Government aware that the
Director of the ADA, Professor
David Hawks, is on public record as
stating that the "Royal Perth an-
nexe site in Mt. Lawley is not the
Authority's choice, and that the site
is only remotely suitable, but it is
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the only one that we have been
offered? On this basis, why is the
Government proceeding with the es-
tablishment of the authority in Mt.
LawIcy?

Mr Brian Burke: A cheap electioneering
stunt!

Mr HASSELL: To continue-
(4) Is the Government aware that the

Director of the ADA, Professor
David Hawks, has stated that al-
coholism in this State is at epidemic
levels? Is the Government also
aware that the Mt. Lawley annexe
is a hopelessly inadequate site to
cater for the significant growth pro-
jections for the treatment the ADA
is required to provide?

(5) Is the Government aware of the
massive problems likely to be
caused by the proposed move by the
ADA to the Royal Perth annexe in
Mt. Lawley on the grounds of-

totally inadequate parking;
no administrative facilities;
social disruption?

(6) What are the growth projections
made by the ADA for both out-
patient and inpatient services?

(7) What revenue does the State
Government receive from alcohol
related taxes, licences and all other
fees related to the sale and con-
sumption of alcohol?

Mr Davies: Is this the answer or the ques-
tion?

Mr HASSELL: To continue-
(8) Will the Government reconsider its

proposal to force the ADA into the
Royal Perth annexe in Mt. Lawley.
but rather provide a purpose-built
site for the ADA instead, in an ap-
propriate location in East Perth:
and, if not, why not?

Mr HODGE replied:
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for
some notice of this question.
(1) Tenders for renovations to the Mt.

Lawley annexe have already been
called. However, in view of the con-
cern expressed by local residents
and the strong representations I
have received from Dr Ken Withers
in relation to this matter, I am

willing to give a commitment that
no tender will be awarded until the
consultative committee established
by the Minister for Planning reports
to him on this aspect eirly in the
new year.

(2) The Government is aware of the
concern of some Mt. Latvley resi-
dents and has done its utmost to
reassure them. The ADA has given
a commitment that there is no in-
tention now or in the future to treat
drug addicts at the annexe. In fact,
the clinical activities which are to be
conducted at Mt. Lawley are those
which are currently conducted at
Aston Hospital, the Ord Street Day
Hospital and the Carellis Centre, all
of which are in West Perth. The
proposed move to Mt. Lawley is to
provide better facilities than those
which can be given at West Perth
and about which no complaints have
been received by the authority.

(3) Professor Hawks is on public record
dissociating himself from the al-
leged remark. I quote from an inter-
view with Professor Hawks on the
ABC's Des Guilfoylc show last
week:

I am certainly not on record as
saying that the property at Mt.
Lawley is not remotely suit-
able.

He went on to say that he expected
it would be suitable for some of
their operations but not for them
all. In particular, he emphasised the
need to have a separate facility to
treat drug addiction. And, indeed,
that is the Government's plan-the
current centre at William Centre
for the treatment of drug addiction
will definitely continue.
With the proposed renovations the
Mt. Lawley annexe would be a con-
siderable improvement on the
present facilities and would bring
about the improvement of services
by bringing together under one roof
functions which are currently
spread over three separate locations.

(4) Professor Hawks was in fact quot-
ing a World Health Organisation
viewpoint which indicates that the
problem of alcoholism is universal
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and not unique to Western
Australia.

The authority is not the sole pro-
vider of services to alcohol and drug
dependent persons. It will remain
largely a resource organisation
giving priority to education,
evaluative research and co-ordi-
nation of services within the non-
government sector and existing
health services.

The authority will continue to pro-
vide a range of essential services to
the community, the detoxification,
day and outpatient components of
which would be conducted from the
Mt. Lawley annexe. The authority
is also developing community care
services which will provide services
to persons while they remain in their
own homes.

(5) The Mt. Lawley annexe contained
100 beds when it was Used by Royal
Perth Hospital and when one takes
account. of the visitors that would
have generated, it is not envisaged
that a facility of only 25 beds, even
with outpatient attendances, will
create insurmountable problems.
Nor are problems envisaged with
administrative facilities. The auth-
ority is currently seeking to lease
office accommodation in close prox-
imity to the Mt. Lawley annexe to
house administration, education, re-
search and library and information
services. In the interim period, these
services will be conducted from
existing leased premises in West
Perth. As to social disruption, I re-
fer the Leader of the Opposition to
my earlier comments on the hospi-
tals in West Perth which have not
generated any such complaints.

(6) 1 refer the Leader of the Opposi .tion
to my earlier answer to question (4);
that is, the authority is not intended
to be the sole provider of inpatient
and outpatient services and that
community care services to provide
treatment within individual homes
are being developed.

(7) The Leader of the Opposition
should direct questions concerning
revenue to the Treasurer.

(8) There has never been any attempt to
force the ADA into premises which
are unsuitable for its purpose. The
ADA wished to bring all its services
under one roof in a purpose-built
centre, but the East Perth site
proved to be too small for that pur-
Pose.
The proposal to utilize the Mt.
Lawley annexe was a project within
existing resources and would utilise
a facility already in existence and
unoccupied.

GRAIN: HARVEST
Esperance Region

577. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister
Transport:

for

In view of the record grain harvest in the
Esperance region, what steps has the
Government taken to handle this large
transport task?

Mr GRILL replied:
The record grain harvest in the
Esperance region is 800 000 tonnes and
the road transport industry will be bear-
ing the brunt of the huge task. Well over
100 road trains will be involved in
carting the grain to port. In addition,
numerous farmer-owned trucks will be
used.
The Esperance Port Authority is gearing
up to handle the biggest road transport
task in the port's history.
On top of the grain shipments, the port
handles another major export, gypsum.
The mineral is road freighted into
Esperance by the Palmers company.
There is an average of eight road trains
on the run from Norseman doing up to
three trips per day, seven days a week.
As a result of all this road traffic, the
authority is looking at the feasibility of
bitumninising the grain access road into
the port at a cost of between $25 000 and
$30000.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
Disputes: Transport

578. Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister for
Transport:

Further to my question on notice 1703
for Tuesday, 30 November concerning
the announced industrial dispute sched-
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uled for 20-2 1 December, in answer to
which question the Minister indicated
that there was no certainty of any dis-
ruption to transport and that there had
been discussions of an on-going nature
with the TLC on this matter, I ask-
(1) What discussions are taking place?

(2) Who are involved in the dis-
cussions?

(3) Why is the Minister able to indicate
that he does not expect any disrup-
tion to transport generally on 20-21
December when ibis disruption has
been threatened publicly?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) to (3) The discussions with the TLC

have been with the Minister for Indus-
trial Relations, who reported to Cabinet
on Monday that at this stage it was un-
likely there would be any major disrup-
tions to the transport system on the day.
That is not a final decision. I have seen
the threats in the Press about fairly
widespread disputes. Nonetheless, the
Minister in speaking to Cabinet last
Monday was fairly optimistic that if
there were any interruptions at all, they
would be fairly minimal.

PLANNING

"Midland Western Link Study"
579. Mr TROY, to the Minister for Transport

representing the Minister for Planning:
(1) Have the consultants completed the

study undertaken on behalf of the
MRPA and the Shire of Swan referred
to as ,the "Midland Western Link
Study"?

.(2) Have the consultant's recommendations
been announced publicly?

(3) Do the recommendations favour con-
sideration of the north perimeter road
before the western link road?

(4) How is the Government now responding
to these recommendations in regard to
the north perimeter road?

Mr GRILL replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) Yes, the Chairman of the Metropolitan

Region Planning Authority and the
President of the Shire of Swan issued a
joint Press statement in October seeking
public comment.

(3) Yes.

(4) Government is awaiting in due course
the report of the authority and the shire
on the concept, together with the public
comments.

ENERGY: SPILLAGES
Com bine I210 a nd Sima zinc

580. Mr OLD. to the Minister for Minerals and
Energy:
(1) Has the Minister read the article on page

8 of today's Daily News headed "The
Poison Peril"?

(2) In view of his recent Statement On Spill-
ages of COMBINE 1 10 and
SIMAZINE, does the Minister believe
that references to these two incidents
have been presented in an objective man-
ner?

Mr PARKER replied:
I thank the member for some notice of
the question and for the opportunity it
presents me to comment on the article
and indeed the series of articles on this
subject by this journalist with the Daily
News.
(L) Yes, I have read the article.
(2) No, I do not believe that the two

incidents were presented in an
objective manner in any sense.

Mr MacKinnon: Will you make sure that the
Federal member for Stirling gets that
message, because he was on the radio
last Friday saying exactly the same sorts
of things.

Mr PARKER: I have already written to the
Federal member for Stirling. But I will
take this opportunity to make a few com-
ments on this matter. The article con-
tains a number of inaccuracies; in fact,
the report is so full of inaccuracies that it
is difficult to go through it in great de-
tail. Nevertheless I will take a few
inaccuracies and comment on them. Not
only in this article but in others, the re-
porter seems to reveal ai fetish about this
subject. Indeed, so do some of his in-
formants. who I understand are from the
fire brigades sector, which I might add is
represented on 'the joint inter-depart-
mental committee which reports to me
on this question.
The reporter seems to have a fetish about
the HAZCHEM system, but that
is just one of a number of systems which
relate to the categorisation of dangerous
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goods. For example, other systems are
the DATACHEM, HAZFILE.
CHEMTREC. CHRIS, CIRUS and
CHEMSAFE. The important thing is
that all of them, including HAZCHEM,
are readily accessible and established by
the WA Fire Brigades Board and my
Department of Mines, in a comprehen-
sive data system which is available to the
Fire Brigades Board and, indeed, to the
various other agencies which at ti mes
may become involved in this area. They
are all taken into account in the classifi-
cations which are involved in the
transport of dangerous goods road
transport regulations.
The journalist further goes on in the
article to say that none of the details of
COMBINE 110 were known either on
the HAZCHEM chart or to hospitals,
private doctors or specialists, which is
absolute nonsense. All the details were
correctly recorded in the registers which
are available to both the Fire Brigades
Board and the other emergency servi ces,
either through the Mines Department or
directly in the case of the Fire Brigades
Board. Indeed, the containers on the
truck were correctly placarded with pre-
cisely the nature of the substance con-
cerned.
There also appears to be sonic concern
about cyanide spillages, and certainly
concern has been expressed in some
country areas about people transporti ng
cyanide, particularly to the goldfields.
Very stringent activities have been
undertaken by the Mines Department
and the other Government agencies
involved to ensure a better standard of
cyanide transport.

The whole thrust of the Bill I introduced
recently, which has now been passed and
assented to, in part required the licensing
of drivers in some circumstances. But
generally it was designed to achieve even
further improvements in this area.
I have already spoken about the next
point he makes about the chemical com-
position of the goods concerned when I
answered a question on this matter
earlier this week. He said that low tox-
icity labelling could exempt carriers
from pl-acarding required for more toxic
chemicals. The requirement for
placarding-that is the whole truck be-
ing placarded with details of the chemi-

cals-is dependent on the volumes being
transported. But under every circum-
stance, no matter how low the toxicity or
how small the volumes, every container
of chemical, whatever the chemical is,
must be placarded and have the details
and the phone numbers and so on clearly
shown. These goods did have those de-
tails and that placarding.

He then went on to talk about
SIMAZINE-about which I had also
answered a question a couple of months
ago-as being of low toxicity and said
that six firefighters were affected by its
fumes. I am not aware of any of them
being so affected; certainly no publicity
was given to that. They may have
received check-ups, but there was no
suggestion that they had suffered any
adverse effects.

He spoke about people getting sore eyes
and sore throats. Anyone who has
cleaned a toilet with Harpic would know
that that chemical or any other minor
chemical can have the effect of causing
sore eyes or sore throats.

He then spoke about the WA Govern-
ment's introducing regulations this
year-in March-incorporating the
Australian code, but said that these mat-
ters were being further delayed. That is
not true. Our Government has acted to
meet the recommendations of the
national committee and we are ahead of
activities of the other States.

We are the prime State in acting in
this matter. Firstly, the recom-
mendations of the Australian code for
the transport of dangerous goods by road
and rail have been implemented by the
dangerous goods road transport regu-
lations 1983. Secondly, the standing
committee's recommendations on the
disposal of toxic waste have been
effectively implemented by regulation.
gazetted by the Department of Health,
titled "Health Disposal Liquid Waste
Disposal Regulations 1983" and the
"Health Dispoal of Asbestos Waste
Regulations 1984".

Thirdly, an interdepartmental com-
mittee, the Western Australian advisory
committee on chemicals, and its subsidi-
ary the community consultative com-
mittee on chemicals, fully support
national endeavours to obtain and estab-

(1331
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lish a compulsory register of all new
chemicals brought into Australia.

Additionaly, these committees have
instigated an investigation into the need
for further control over the storage of
hazardous chemicals in Western
Australia which include the use of the
HAZCHEM system, which I
indicated before is but one of the control
systems. Our system of registration is
much more comprehensive than
l-AZCH-EM because it includes
HAZCHEM and those others to
which I referred.

The final point I would make is that this
particular journalist has been in contact
with my office and was offered a full
briefing by both the explosives and
dangerous goods section of the depart-
ment, which is. in charge of the overall
regulations, and the Government Chemi-
cal Laboratories which could give him a
full briefing of all of the details of the
chemicals which are involved, and which
has the capability of doing that and
analysing them. In response to that offer
by my Press secretary, he said that he
did not think he wanted to do that be-
cause he was a bit busy. Obviously he
was a bit busy writing these articles.
which were completely inaccurate. I
have already tried to ring the editor of
the Daily News to register my strongest
complaints to him about the continuing
series of blatantly emotive, completely
inaccurate articles which have had the
effect of alarming the community.

I suggested, through my Press secretary,
that the journalist might consider
phoning some of the wheatbclt farmers
who have been using both SIMAZINE
and COMBINE 110 for many years,
without any adverse circumstances what-
soever. It is obvious from the articles the
journalist has written that he has not
done that.

MINERALS: NICKEL

Research

581, Mr READ, to the Minister for Minerals
and Energy:

With reference to the article in this
morning's The West Australian entitled
"Breakthrough in Nickel Smelter"-]
ask-

(1) What was the cost of the basic re-
search: and

(2) who will benefit from the research?

Mr PARKER replied:

(I) The basic research was carried out by Dr
Geoff Dunn. a senior lecturer in chemis-
try at the Western Australian Institute
of Technology. The research was
sponsored .by Western Australian
Mining and Petroleum Research Insti-
tute using funds from WAMPRI and the
mining industry. The research had a no-
tional value of $50 000 with the bulk of
the funding coming from WAMPRI.
The result of the work was published by
WAMPRI in 1983, The project was one
of the first undertaken by WAN4PRI.

A further project has been funded by
WAMPRI under a new grant sponsored
by Western Mining Corporation. Both
WAMPRI and WMC are now contribu-
ting to the building and operation of a
micro-smelter in WAIT's chemical en-
gineering department to examine the
phases of the process. It is expected that
further improvement could follow the
work.-

An initial investment of a notional
$50 000 by Government and industry
followed by further research has lead to
estimated savings of $2 million per year
in energy costs in WMC's Kalgoorlie
smelter. These savings can be considered
as either improving profits or making ad-
ditional funds available for mineral ex-
ploration and development.

(2) There are about 30 flash smelters around
the world of the same type as
Kalgoorlie's, most of them treating cop-
per concentrates. There is a strong possi-
bility that the techniques developed by
the WAIT team could be adopted for
theirs.

The number of overseas visitors who
regularly come to inspect the nickel
smelter at Kalgoorlie is a testament to its
technical excellence and operating per-
formance. The fact that WMC has been
selected to advise on the design and con-
struction of a new smelter in China gives
the State the opportunity to export the
research and technology being developed
in Western Australia.
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ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

H-eirisson Island

582. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:

(1) Will the Premier be meeting tomorrow
with representatives of the Aborigines
who are currently camped on Heirisson
Island?

(2) If so, what is the purpose of the meeting?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) and (2) I know of no meeting organised
for tomorrow with representatives of the
Aboriginal group presently camped on
Heirisson Island. I have been asked by a
number of reporters whether the Lord
Mayor of the City of Perth has ap-
proached me about a meeting that he
would like to arrange with representa-
tives of the group presently camped on
Heirisson Island, and including the Min-
ister with special responsibility for Abor-
iginal Affairs. I did indicate to the Lord
Mayor, about a week or 10 days ago,
that the Government would support him
in the legitimate exercise of any power
that the Perth City Council had and
wished to use in respect of those people
camped on Heirisson Island, and
alternatively that I would be prepared to
aittend at mccling, with the Minister with
with special responsibility for Aboriginal
Affairs, and representatives of the group
if the Lord Mayor thought that would be
of assistance.

I indicated very strongly to the Lord
Mayor that I was of the view, and was
quite determined, that I would not go to
H-eirisson Island, and neither would the
Minister, to meet with the Aboriginal
group concerned, as that would simply
be succumbing to the intimidation and
threat that was being levelled by the Ab-
original group concerned.

Mr MacKinnon: An intimidation or threat
that you are not prepared to do anything
about.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: An intimidation or
threat to make me go to Heirisson
Island. I will do something about that; I
am not going. As far as the Government
is concerned, Mr Bropho and his group
have set their cause back at least 50
years in the way in which they have
comported themselves and behaved in re-
spect of their camping on Heirisson
Island.

Had the Opposition believed that the
best approach was to provoke confron-
tation and to send van loads of police
down to Heirisson Island and create an
ugly incident that may well have led to
harm being done to a policeman, or to
some of the Aboriginal people camped
on Heirisson Island, then I am obliged to
tell the Opposition that that is not the
way in which we think the matter should
be handled. We think Mr Bropho
deliberately set about trying to obtain
publicity and that it was not my brief to
add to the publicity he was seeking. We
think the Perth City Council has acted in
a perfectly proper manner. It has the
authority to cause proceedings to be
taken to shift the people camped on
Heirisson Island, and if and when it de-
cides to take that step we will support it
in that action.

Mr Bropho has not only set his cause
back many years, but has also failed to
attract the publicity, apart from Sir
Johannes Bjelke-Petersen and his
statements, that he so earnestly sought to
get. I can see the Opposition's typical
approach to these matters. Already some
Opposition members are talking about
the women's camp at Point Peron. In
respect of that camp, if any of the mem-
bers of that group break the law they will
be prosecuted.

I think the Perth City Council has acted
in a perfectly proper manner, and if it
chooses to either prosecute Mr Bropho
and his group, or to seek a meeting
sponsored by the Lord Mayor between
Mr Bropho, the Minister and myself, we
will facilitate the Perth City Council's
actions.

What we will not do is turn the clock
back to the sorts of attitudes that the
Opposition tried to promote in the com-
munity when it was in Government. It is
extremely important that people under-
stand-

Mr Mackinnon: To promote equality of all
people before the law.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: All I can say is that
had it been a group of white people. I
would suspect that the Perth City Coun-
cil would behave in the same way. There
is a fundamental quantitive difference
between the way we approach these mat-
ters and the way members opposite do.
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Opposition members thrive on division
and they know it, they polarise the com-
munity and attempt to polarise maxi-
mum or major support for a particular
point of view on their side That tactic
may have worked in the 1970s, the proof
that it will not work is the way in which
the Opposition's Leader is carrying on.
Opposition members really seek to dwell
in the past when they approach these
sorts of problems in this divisive manner.

ELECTORAL: BY-ELECTION

Advertising

583. Mrs BUCHANAN, to the Minister for
Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:

Is there any factual basis for the attack
by the Leader of the Opposition on the
State Electoral Department's
arrangements fo r advertising next
Saturday's by-elections?

Mr TONKIN replied:

We all know that the voter turnout at
by-elections is often at least 10 per cent
below that for a general election. For
this reason, the State Electoral Depart-
ment has made a special effort to publi-
cise next Saturday's by-election. Slightly
different methods were selected by the
department to suit the differences be-
tween the three electorates. It is over this
difference in treatment that Mr Hassell
has attacked the department.

Mr Hassell: No, the Government. You have it
wrong.

Mr TONKIN: Who was attacked?

Mr Hassell: The Minister, who has been say-
ing for two years that there was no dif-
ference between town and country elec-
torates and every vote should be equal
and who then says that, in a by-election,
you can't look after the country elector-
ates like the city because of the sparse
population and the distances between
centres.

Mr TONKIN: I did not say that. The Leader
of the Opposition is again telling lies in
this House the same way as he told lies
on radio. He is not listening.

Mr Hassell: Ilam.

Mr TONKIN: The Leader of the Opposition
lied about this matter.

Mr Brian Burke: He does not deny it.

Mr TONKIN: I have not treated the three
electorates differently. The Acting Chief
Electoral Officer said that he was going
to ensure that those three electorates, as
far as possible, were treated equally.

Mr Hassell: You can say what you like. The
fact remains that the electorates were
treated differently as between the
country and city electorates and those
electorates held by Labor and those held
by other parties.

Mr TONKIN: That has nothing to do with
me. I said to him, "What are you going
to do?'

Mr Brian Burke: Is the Minister
instruct the Acting Chief
Officer in bow to discharge his

going to
Electoral

duties?

Mr MacKinnon: We are saying that the ac-
tions of that officer are in complete con-
tradiction to what you have been saying
all along.

Mr TONKIN: The fact is that I asked the
Acting Chief Electoral Officer what
steps he would take. He indicated the
kind of actions he would take in the Mt.
Lawley and Cockburn electorates. I hope
the chief liar in this house is listening. I
told him that the same actions should be
taken in the three electorates. He said
that it was not possible because the de-
partment did not have the manpower to
go to a far away country province to
deliver those-

Withdrawal or Remark
Mr MacKINNON: Mr Deputy Speaker, I

draw your attention to a ruling of the
Speaker on 2 May when he said-

I have come to the conclusion that
the word "lie" is one that can be
used in the Parliament, but the
word "liar" cannot.

I ask you to ask the Minister to with-
draw the comment that he directed at
the Leader of the Opposition.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I ask the Leader
of the House to withdraw the words
".chief liar in this House", because, while
he did not name a member, he could
therefore be casting aspersions on any
member of the House. I ask that he with-
draw the remark.

Mr TONKIN: I withdraw. I congratulate
you, Mr Deputy Speaker, on the fact
that you had heard that I had not named
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any member as the "chief liar". Mem-
bers in this House should not tell lies.

Questions without Notice Resumed

Mr TONKIN: When I discussed the matter
with the Acting Chief Electoral Officer
he said that the department did not have
the resources to do that.

Mr Hassell: Ha, ha, ha!

Mr TONKIN: We have never said that there
are not special difficulties in country
electorates. We have said that there are
special ways in which those difficulties
can be overcome. The Opposition is
cheating on electoral matters which
means, when it loses elections in the
upper House, it gets more seats. Thai
docs not disguisc the fact that it is not
looking after country people, and the
Opposition's claim that we are not is
nonsense. The methods used by the Elec-
toral Department have been appropriate
for very different kinds of reasons than
have been suggested. For any member of
this House to suggest, as the Leader of
the Opposition suggested, that I had
directed the Acting Chief Electoral
Officer is for the Leader of the Oppo-
sition to tell a lie. The fact is that I did
not direct the Acting Chief Electoral
Officer at all.

Departmental staff have placed a leaflet
in the letterboxes of residents in Mt.
Lawley and Cockburn. Anyone with a
sense of the practical can see that this
approach is not appropriate in Central

-Province. To make sure that electors in
Central Province-

Mr Hiassell: Where there is no Labor candi-
date.

Mr TON KIN: The.,Leader of the Opposition
is casting a grave aspersion on the
character of the Acting Chief Electoral
Officer.

Anyone with a sense of the practical can
see that such an approach is not appro-
priate in Central Province. To make sure
that electors in Central Province were
given equivalent attention, the media ad-
vertising budget for that area was
increased relative to the budget for Mt.
Lawley and Cockburn. Therefore, the
amount of Financing has been the same
but the methods have been different.

Mr Brian Burke: We spent more money on
the media in Central Province. You can-
not have it every which way.

Mr TONKIN: Advertising expenditure in
Central Province has been
approximately $5 BOO while in Mt.
Lawley and Cockburn it has been
approximately $2 900. In my view, the
State Electoral Department has used
methods appropriate to the nature of
each electorate to advertise the by-elec-
tions. There is no factual basis for the
attacks by the Leader of the Opposition.
Advertising for by-elections held while
the previous Government was in office
was mean and inadequate and produced
an abysmal $4 per cent turnout at the
1982 North Province by-election.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
Media Office Staff

584. Mr RUSHTON. to the Premier:
I refer the Premier to question 1706
which he answered today. I asked him a
question relating to 22 media staff in his
office included in the Budget items. The
answer stated-

Of the 22 staff provided for in the
Estimates, there is a director, three
senior media officers and 18 clerical
support staff servicing the Govern-
ment's media and ministerial re-
qui rements.

Previously there were eight. The Premier
implied from his answer in the debate
that other Minister's journalists were 'in-
cluded in this item. Obviously they are
not. I therefore ask-
(1) Will the Premier give me a list of

the names of the 22 Government
and Cabinet media staff members?

(2) Will he advise me of the number of
media staff employed by the
Government other than the
Premier's and Cabinet's staff.

(3) Under which item are the additional
media staff, other than the 22 staff,
accounted for in the Budget

M r BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) to (3) I remember that the member for

Dale raised the matter during the Esti-
mates. I remember indicating that we
had established the Government Media
Office and, in establishing a Media
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Office, we had put in place receptionists
and other people who did not occupy
positions when there was no Media
Office. I cannot answer all of the details
of the member's question. 1 do not like to
give the names of clerks and typists to
the member publicly.

Mr Rushton: I want to find out where the
other journalists are.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Why does the member
not pop in and see me tomorrow? I am
not keen to hand over the names of
young people working as clerks and
typists and that sort of thing.

Mr Rushton: You misled the House by saying
there were 22 journalists, but that is not
right.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I do not know whether
that is true or not. I am not reticent
about the member going through the
Media Office, to meet the people and to
say "hello" to them.

Mr Rushton: I want a simple answer: Where
are the other journalists listed in the
Budget? They are not included on this
list.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I cannot answer
immediately where the location of the
other journalists is in the Budget Esti-
mates, if the member says they are not
listed in the media Budget. I presumed
they were. However, if they are not, they
would bre under that part of the Estimate
which deals with contracts, because they
are contracted to me as the Premier and
perhaps they are included in item 4,
which is "contracts".

All I am trying to tell the member is
that, if he has a few worries about the
media office, he is welcome to pop along
and I will take him, or he can go by
himself, to meet the people who are
working in the office and he can ask
them their names, how much they earn,
and what sort of cars they drive.

Mr Rushton: How many people do you have
employed in the media staff of the
Government? You said there were 22,
but now it looks as though there are 40.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I said previously that
we have one fewer journalist than the
previous Government had when it was in
Government.

Mr Rushton: You went from eight to 22
journalists.

Mr MacKinnon: You have one fewer, but not
one included in the 22 for the Media
Office.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: It is the Media Office
where staff type up lists to distribute to
the Ministers, answer telephones-

Mr MacKinnon: You must think we came
down in the last shower.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I would not do the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition that
disservice. He is good at beavering away.

Mr Clarko: You used to mention names at
the drop of a hat when you were on this
side of the House.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Burkett): Or-
der! It is after 6 o'clock.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I am perfectly happy
for the member, or a group from the
Opposition, to have a conducreA.tour of
the Media Office.
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